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from  the  Rightly  Guided  Caliphs  and  is  also  the  view  of  Abu 
Haneefah  and  Maalik.  That  is  what  was  stated  by  Ahmad 
and  it  is  also  the  view  of  the  majority  of  his  companions, 
based  on  the  fact  that  Islam  approves  of  what  he  has  in  his 
possession  of  property  that  he  believed  belonged  to  him, 
because  it  came  out  of  the  Muslim's  possession  as  he  was 
striving  for  the  sake  of  Allah,  and  his  reward  is  with  Allah. 
The  one  who  took  it  believed  that  it  was  permissible  for  him 
and  he  has  now  been  forgiven  by  virtue  of  his  becoming 
Muslim,  so  what  he  did  before  of  harm  to  the  Muslims'  blood 
and  property  is  forgiven.  So  he  is  not  liable  for  returning  it 
to  its  former  owner  just  as  he  is  not  liable  for  whatever  he 
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destroyed  of  lives  and  property.  He  also  does  not  have  to 
make  up  whatever  he  missed  of  acts  of  worship,  because  all 
of  that  is  based  on  belief  (and  he  did  not  believe  in  it  before). 
Because  he  has  given  up  his  former  beliefs,  he  is  forgiven  for 
the  sins  that  resulted  from  those  beliefs.  So  he  is  not  to  be 
penalised  for  whatever  property  is  in  his  possession,  just  as 
he  is  not  to  be  penalised  for  other  invalid  transactions  that 
he  used  to  regard  as  permissible,  such  as  riba  and  the  like. 

Some  scholars  said  that  it  should  be  returned  to  the 
previous  Muslim  owner.  This  is  the  view  of  ash-Shaafa'i  and 
Abu'l-Khattaab  among  the  Hanbalis,  based  on  the  fact  that 
seizing  Muslim  property  by  way  of  war  booty  is  a  haraam 
action,  so  they  cannot  gain  possession  of  Muslim  property 
thereby,  as  is  also  the  case  with  seizing  property  by  force, 
and  because  if  one  Muslim  took  it  from  another  Muslim 
by  way  of  taking  booty  or  stealing  it,  then  it  would  have 
to  be  returned  to  the  Muslim  owner,  because  of  the  hadeeth 
about  the  she-camel  of  the  Prophet  M-{1)  This  is  something 

(1)  It  was  narrated  that  'Imraan  ibn  Husayn  said:  Thaqeef  were 
allies  of  Banu  'Uqayl,  and  Thaqeef  captured  two  of  the 
companions  of  the  Messenger  of  Allah  £s,  and  the  companions 
of  the  Messenger  of  Allah  ggg  captured  a  man  from  Banu  'Uqayl, 
and  along  with  him  they  caught  (the  camel)  al-'Adba'.  The 
Messenger  of  Allah  %  passed  by  him  when  he  was  in  chains. 
He  said:  O  Muhammad!  So  he  came  to  him  and  said:  "What  is 
the  matter  with  you?"  He  said:  Why  did  you  capture  me  and 
why  did  you  capture  the  one  who  precedes  the  pilgrims  (the 
camel)?  He  said:  "I  captured  you  because  of  the  wrongdoing 
of  your  allies  Thaqeef."  Then  he  turned  away,  and  he  called 
out  to  him,  saying:  O  Muhammad!  The  Messenger  of  Allah 
M  was  compassionate  and  kind,  so  he  came  back  to  him  and 
said:  "What  is  the  matter  with  you?"  He  said:  I  am  a  Muslim. 
He  said:  "If  you  had  said  that  when  you  were  still  in  control 
of  your  affairs,  you  would  have  gained  every  success."  Then 
he  turned  away,  and  he  called  him,  saying:  O  Muhammad!  O 
Muhammad!  He  came  to  him  and  said:  "What  is  the  matter 


concerning  which  the  scholars  are  agreed,  as  far  as  we  know. 

But  the  former  view  is  more  correct,  because  the 
mushrikeen  used  to  capture  a  great  deal  of  booty  from  the 
Muslims'  property  such  as  mounts,  weapons  and  so  on.  Most 
of  those  mushrikeen  later  became  Muslims,  but  the  Prophet  3£ 
did  not  ask  any  of  them  to  give  anything  back,  even  though 
some  of  that  property  must  still  have  been  in  existence. 

It  is  sufficient  to  note  with  regard  to  this  matter  that  Allah 

M  says: 

"(And  there  is  also  a  share  in  this  booty)  for  the  poor 
emigrants,  who  were  expelled  from  their  homes  and 
their  property,  seeking  Bounties  from  Allah  and  to 

with  you?"  He  said:  I  am  hungry,  feed  me,  and  I  am  thirsty, 
give  me  to  drink.  He  said:  "That  is  what  you  need,"  and  he 
ransomed  him  for  the  two  (Muslim)  men. 
He  said:  And  a  woman  of  the  Ansaar  was  taken  captive  and 
al-'Adba'  was  captured,  and  the  woman  was  put  in  chains. 
The  people  were  letting  their  animals  graze  in  front  of  their 
houses.  She  escaped  from  her  chains  one  night  and  went  to  the 
camels.  Every  time  she  came  near  to  a  camel  it  groaned,  so  she 
left  it  alone,  until  she  came  to  al-'Adba',  which  did  not  groan. 
She  was  a  docile  camel,  so  the  woman  sat  on  her  back  and 
prodded  her,  and  she  moved  off.  The  alarm  was  raised  and 
they  (her  captor)  looked  for  her,  but  she  got  away  from  them. 
She  vowed  to  Allah  that  if  Allah  saved  her  by  means  of  (the 
camel),  she  would  sacrifice  her.  When  she  reached  Madinah, 
the  people  saw  her  and  said:  al-'Adba',  the  she-camel  of  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  M  She  said  that  she  had  vowed  that  if 
Allah  saved  her  by  means  of  her,  she  would  sacrifice  her.  They 
came  to  the  Messenger  of  Allah  %  and  told  him  about  that, 
and  he  said:  "Subhaan- Allah,  what  a  bad  reward!  She  vowed 
to  Allah  that  if  Allah  saved  her  by  means  of  her,  she  would 
sacrifice  her.  There  is  no  fulfilment  of  a  vow  that  involves  sin, 
or  a  vow  that  involves  something  that  a  person  does  not  own." 
According  to  the  report  of  Ibn  Hajar:  "There  is  no  vow  in  that 
which  involves  disobedience  towards  Allah." 


please  Him." 

[al-Hashr  59:8] 

"Permission  to  fight  is  given  to  those  (believers)  who 
have  been  attacked,  (and)  because  they  (believers) 
have  been  wronged,  and  surely,  Allah  is  Able  to 
give  them  (believers)  victory. 

Those  who  have  been  expelled  from  their  homes 
unjustly." 

[aZ-Hajj  22:39-40] 

"To  prevent  mankind  from  following  the  Way  of 
Allah,  to  disbelieve  in  Him,  to  prevent  access  to  Al- 
Masjid-al-Haraam  (at  Makkah),  and  to  drive  out  its 
inhabitants." 

[al-Baqarah  2:217] 

"It  is  only  as  regards  those  who  fought  against  you 
on  account  of  religion,  and  have  driven  you  out  of 
your  homes,  and  helped  to  drive  you  out,  that  Allah 
forbids  you  to  befriend  them." 

[al-Mumtahanah  60:9] 

Then  Allah,  may  He  be  glorified,  explains  that  the  Muslims 
were  expelled  wrongfully  from  their  homes  and  property,  so 
that  they  became  poor  after  having  been  rich. 

Then  the  mushrikeen  took  possession  of  those  homes  and 
property  and  that  remained  the  case  until  the  time  of  the 
conquest  (of  Makkah).  Those  who  had  taken  possession  of 
that  property  during  the  Jaahiliyyah  became  Muslim,  but  the 
Prophet  M  did  not  give  back  any  house  or  wealth  to  any  of 
those  who  had  been  expelled  from  their  homes,  after  Makkah 
was  conquered  and  Islam  became  established.  It  was  said  to 
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the  Prophet  &  on  the  day  of  the  conquest:  Why  don't  you  go 
and  stay  in  your  house?  He  said: 

"Has  'Aqeel  left  us  any  house?"(1) 

The  Muhaajireen  asked  him  to  return  to  them  their 
property  that  had  been  taken  over  by  the  people  of  Makkah, 
but  he  M  refused  to  do  that  and  he  left  it  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  had  taken  over  it,  after  they  had  become  Muslim. 

After  the  Hijrah,  'Aqeel  ibn  Abi  Taalib  had  taken  over  the 
house  of  the  Prophet  M  and  the  houses  of  his  siblings,  both 
men  and  women,  as  well  as  what  he  had  inherited  from  his 
father  Abu  Taalib. 

Abu  Raafi'  said:  It  was  said  to  the  Prophet  Why  don't 
you  stay  in  your  house  in  ash-Shi'b?  He  said: 

"Has  'Aqeel  left  us  any  house?" (2) 

'Aqeel  had  sold  the  house  of  the  Messenger  of  Allah  and 
the  houses  of  his  siblings,  both  men  and  women,  in  Makkah. 

1 1 6.  Reviling  the  Messenger  of  Allah  M  is  apostasy 
that  deserves  the  death  sentence 

(2/319) 

It  is  proven  in  the  Sunnah  that  the  Prophet  &  issued 
commands  that  the  one  who  reviles  him  should  be  executed 
because  of  his  insult  only,  not  because  of  his  kufr  when 

(1)  'Aqeel  ibn  Abi  Taalib  al-Haashimi,  the  paternal  cousin  of  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  M,  Abu  Yazeed  and  Abu  'Eesa.  He  migrated 
during  the  period  of  the  truce,  and  he  was  present  at  the  battle 
of  Mu'tah.  He  narrated  a  number  of  hadeeths,  and  his  sons 
Muhammad, '  Ata'  and  al-Hasan  narrated  from  him.  He  died  at  the 
beginning  of  Yazeed's  caliphate,  before  the  battle  of  al-Harrah. 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  oZ-Hajj  and  Kitaab  al-]ihad  wa's- 
Siyar;  Muslim,  Kitaab  a/-Hajj. 
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there  is  no  peace  deal  with  his  community.  If  a  person  does 
this  action  (reviling  the  Prophet  M)  that  deserves  the  death 
sentence  and  there  is  a  peace  deal  between  his  community 
and  the  Muslims,  that  covenant  cannot  protect  him  from 
execution.  In  most  cases,  the  action  of  reviling  the  Prophet 
M  is  carried  out  by  a  kaafir  who  is  hostile  to  the  Muslims  (i.e., 
his  community  is  in  a  state  of  war  against  the  Muslims).  If  a 
Muslim  reviles  the  Prophet  M,  he  becomes  an  apostate  who 
has  reviled  the  Prophet  M,  and  execution  of  the  apostate  is 
more  definite  than  executing  one  who  is  a  kaafir  in  the  first 
place.  If  a  dhimmi  reviles  the  Prophet  %  he  becomes  a  kaafir 
who  is  in  a  state  of  war  with  the  Muslims  as  a  result  of 
this  action,  and  the  covenant  with  him  is  rendered  invalid; 
execution  of  such  a  one  is  even  more  emphasised. 

1 1 7.  The  Sahabah  were  unanimously  agreed  that  it 
is  obligatory  to  ask  the  apostate  to  repent 

(3/603-609) 

This  -  if  it  is  Saheeh  -  is  an  instruction  to  ask  the  apostate 
to  repent,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  an  instruction  means  that  it 
is  obligatory.  This  is  based  on  the  consensus  of  the  Sahabah. 

It  was  narrated  that  Muhammad  ibn  'Abdillah  ibn  'Abd 
al-Qaari'  said:  A  man  was  brought  to  'Umar  ibn  al-Khattaab 
who  had  been  sent  by  Abu  Moosa  al-Ash'ari.  He  asked 
him  how  the  people  were  and  he  told  him.  Then  he  said:  Is 
there  any  news?  He  said:  Yes,  a  man  who  disbelieved  after 
becoming  Muslim.  He  said:  What  did  you  do  with  him? 
He  said:  We  captured  him  and  executed  him.  'Umar  said: 
Why  didn't  you  detain  him  for  three  days,  feed  him  a  loaf 
of  bread  each  day  and  ask  him  to  repent?  Perhaps  he  might 
have  repented  and  turned  back  to  Allah.  O  Allah,  I  was  not 
present,  I  did  not  issue  instructions  to  that  effect  and  I  did 
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not  approve  of  it  when  I  was  told  of  it.(1)  It  was  narrated 
by  Maalik,  ash-Shaafa'i  and  Ahmad,  who  said:  Look  at  the 
hadeeth  of  'Umar;  this  indicates  that  asking  the  apostate  to 
repent  is  obligatory,  otherwise  'Umar  would  not  have  said:  I 
did  not  approve  of  it  when  I  was  told  of  it. 

It  was  narrated  that  Anas  ibn  Maalik  said:  When  we 
conquered  Tustar,  al-Ash'ari  sent  me  to  'Umar  ibn  al- 
Khattaab,  and  when  I  came  to  him  he  said:  What  happened 
to  the  Bakaris  (Juhaynah  and  his  companions)?  I  tried  to 
change  the  subject,  but  he  repeated:  What  happened  to  the 
Bakaris?  When  I  realised  that  he  would  not  stop  asking,  I 
said:  O  Ameer  al-Mu'mineen,  what  happened  to  them?  They 
killed  (Muslims)  and  joined  the  mushrikeen;  they  apostatised 
from  Islam  and  fought  alongside  the  mushrikeen  until  they 
were  killed.  He  said:  If  it  were  me,  capturing  them  alive 
(without  killing  them)  would  have  been  dearer  to  me  than 
whatever  is  on  the  face  of  the  earth  of  gold  and  silver.  I  said: 
How  would  you  have  dealt  with  them  if  you  had  captured 
them  alive?  He  said:  I  would  have  shown  them  the  door 
through  which  they  had  exited  (so  that  they  could  come 
back),  then  if  they  had  insisted  (on  their  apostasy)  I  would 
have  left  them  in  prison. (2) 

It  was  narrated  that  'Abdullah  ibn  'Utbah  said:  Ibn  Mas'ood 
captured  some  people  from  Iraq  who  had  apostatised  from 
Islam,  then  he  wrote  to  'Uthmaan  ibn  'Affaan  about  them. 


(1)  Narrated  by  Maalik,  al-Muwatta' ,  2/737;  ash-Shaafa'i,  al-Musnad, 
3/367;  Ahmad  via  Maalik.  It  was  classed  as  da'eef  by  Shaykh 
Naasir  ad-Deen  al-Albaani  in  al-Irwa',  8/130-131,  no.  2474 

(2)  Narrated  by  Ahmad  with  his  isnaad  from  Anas  ibn  Maalik  in  full. 
Quoted  by  al-Khallaal  in  Ahkaam  AM  al-Milal,  Kitaab  ar-Riddah, 
Bab  al-Istitaabah.  Its  isnaad  is  Saheeh.  See  the  commentary  on  as- 
Saarim  al-Maslool,  annotated  by  Muhammad  al-Hilwaani  and 
Muhammad  Kabeer  (3/605) 
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'Uthmaan  wrote  back,  telling  him:  Present  to  them  the 
religion  of  truth  and  the  testimony  that  there  is  no  god  but 
Allah.  If  they  accept  it,  let  them  go,  and  if  they  do  not  accept 
it,  then  execute  them.  Some  of  them  accepted  it  so  he  let  them 
go,  and  others  did  not  accept  it  so  he  executed  them.(1)  Both 
reports  were  narrated  by  Imam  Ahmad  with  a  Saheeh  isnaad. 

It  was  narrated  from  al-'Ala'  Abu  Muhammad  that  'Ali 
4s>  captured  a  man  from  Banu  Bakr  ibn  Waa'il  who  had 
become  a  Christian.  He  asked  him  to  repent  for  a  month  but 
he  refused.  Then  he  brought  him  out  to  execute  him,  and 
he  called  out:  O  (tribe  of)  Bakr!  'Ali  said:  You  will  find  him 
(your  grandfather  Bakr)  ahead  of  you  in  Hell.(2)  Narrated  by 
al-Khallaal  and  his  companion  Abu  Bakr. 

It  was  narrated  from  Abu  Moosa  <&>  that  a  man  was 
brought  to  him  who  had  apostatised  from  Islam.  He  called 
upon  him  to  repent  for  twenty  days  or  so.  Then  Mu'aadh 
came  and  called  upon  him  (to  repent)  but  he  refused,  so  he 
was  executed/3'  Narrated  by  Abu  Dawood. 

It  was  narrated  via  another  isnaad  that  Abu  Moosa  asked 
him  to  repent  for  a  month.(4)  This  was  mentioned  by  Imam 
Ahmad. 

It  was  narrated  from  a  man  that  Ibn  'Umar  said:  "The 
apostate  should  be  asked  to  repent  for  three  (days)."(5) 
Narrated  by  Imam  Ahmad 


(1)  Narrated  by  Imam  Ahmad  via '  Abd  ar-Razzaaq.  It  was  quoted  by 
al-Khallaal  in  Ahkaam  al-Milal,  Kitaab  ar-Riddah,  Baab  al-Istitaabah 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Khallaal,  Ahkaam  al-Milal,  Kitaab  ar-Riddah,  Baab 
al-Istitaabah 

(3)  Narrated  by  Abu  Dawood,  Kitaab  al-Hudood 

(4)  Narrated  by  al-Khallaal,  Ahkaam  al-Milal,  Kitaab  ar-Riddah,  Baab 
al-Istitaabah 

(5)  Narrated  by  Ibn  Abi  Shaybah,  al-Musannaf,  10/138 
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It  was  narrated  from  Abu  Waa'il  that  Ibn  Mu'een  as- 
Sa'di  said:  Shortly  before  dawn  I  passed  by  the  mosque  of 
Banu  Haneefah  when  they  were  saying:  Musaylimah  is  the 
messenger  of  Allah.  I  went  to  'Abdullah  and  told  him,  and 
he  sent  the  police  who  brought  them  to  him.  He  asked  them 
to  repent,  and  they  did.  He  let  them  go  but  he  executed 
'Abdullah  ibn  an-Nawwaahah.  They  said:  Some  people  did 
something  wrong  but  you  only  executed  one  of  them  and 
let  the  rest  go?  He  said:  I  heard  the  Messenger  of  Allah  say, 
when  this  man  and  Ibn  Athaal  came  to  him: 

"Do  you  bear  witness  that  I  am  the  Messenger  of  Allah?" 

They  said:  "Do  you  bear  witness  that  Musaylimah  is  the 
messenger  of  Allah?"  The  Prophet  $s  said: 

"I  believe  in  Allah  and  His  Messenger,  and  if  I  were  to 
execute  a  delegation  I  would  have  executed  you  both." 

He  ('Abdullah)  said:  That  is  why  I  killed  him.(1)  Narrated 
by  '  Abdullah  ibn  Ahmad  with  a  Saheeh  isnaad. 

These  are  the  views  of  the  Sahabah  regarding  different 
situations.  No  one  objected  to  their  views,  so  that 
became  consensus. 

1 1 8.  The  differences  between  the  apostate  and  the 
one  who  was  a  kaafir  from  the  outset 

(3/609-610) 

There  are  several  differences  between  the  apostate  and 
the  one  who  was  a  kaafir  from  the  outset: 

The  repentance  of  the  apostate  is  more  likely,  because 
what  is  required  of  him  is  to  return  to  Islam,  whereas 

(1)    Narrated  by  Ahmad,  6/306,  388 
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what  is  required  of  the  one  who  was  a  kaafir  from  the 
outset  is  to  enter  Islam,  and  returning  to  something  is 
easier  than  entering  it  for  the  first  time.  Moreover  we 
are  not  required  to  ask  the  kaafir  to  repent,  because  it 
is  very  difficult,  but  that  does  not  mean  that  we  are 
not  required  to  ask  the  apostate  to  repent. 

1.  The  apostate  is  to  be  executed,  regardless  of  whether 
he  belonged  to  a  group  that  bore  arms  against  the  state, 
whereas  it  is  not  permissible  to  kill  the  kaafir  unless  he 
belonged  to  a  group  that  bore  arms  against  the  Muslim 
state.  It  is  permissible  to  let  the  kaafir  be  and  grant  him 
security  under  the  terms  of  a  truce  or  covenant,  or  in  the 
case  of  his  enslavement,  or  he  may  be  set  free  for  nothing 
in  return  or  in  return  for  a  ransom.  Although  the  hadd 
punishment  for  the  apostate  is  more  severe,  it  is  not  to 
be  carried  out  except  after  leaving  him  with  no  excuse, 
discussing  with  him  and  asking  him  to  repent,  unlike  the 
kaafir  who  may  be  dealt  with  in  a  less  strict  manner. 

2.  The  one  who  was  a  kaafir  from  the  outset  may  have  heard 
the  message,  which  is  a  general  call  to  repentance  from 
all  types  of  ku fr.  As  for  the  apostate,  we  ask  him  to  repent 
from  changing  his  religion  and  abandoning  a  religion 
that  he  was  following. 

In  the  case  of  Ibn  Abi  Sarh,  Ibn  Khatal  and  Miqyas  ibn 
Sabaabah,  they  had  committed  other  crimes  in  addition  to 
apostasy.  The  same  also  applies  to  the  'Amis,  most  of  whom 
were  guilty  of  murdering  Muslims  and  seizing  Muslim 
wealth  in  addition  to  apostasy,  so  they  were  like  bandits 
and  those  who  wage  war  against  Allah  and  His  Messenger. 
Among  them  were  also  those  who  used  to  harm  the  Muslims 
with  their  words  so  badly  that  they  were  like  those  who 
wage  war  against  the  Muslims.  Hence  they  were  not  asked 
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to  repent.  Moreover,  the  one  who  is  not  under  Muslim 
authority  is  not  to  be  asked  to  repent;  rather  it  is  the  one 
who  is  under  Muslim  authority  who  is  to  be  asked  to  repent. 
Perhaps  some  of  these  people  had  been  asked  to  repent 
before  that. 

119.  Hypocrisy  is  of  two  types 

1.  The  hypocrisy  of  the  Muslim  who  is  concealing  kufr  ( disbelief) 
whilst  making  an  outward  display  of  faith 

2.  The  hypocrisy  of  the  dhimmi  who  is  concealing  hostility  whilst 
making  a  show  of  commitment  to  the  covenant  and  peace. 

(3/759) 

Hypocrisy  is  of  two  types:  the  hypocrisy  of  the  Muslim 
who  is  concealing  kufr,  and  the  hypocrisy  of  the  dhimmi  who 
is  concealing  hostility.  For  a  Muslim  to  speak  words  of  kufr 
is  akin  to  a  dhimmi  speaking  words  of  hostility.  The  one  who 
has  given  us  a  covenant,  pledging  that  he  will  not  offend 
Allah  or  His  Messenger,  then  behaves  in  a  hypocritical 
manner  by  offending  Allah  and  His  Messenger,  comes 
under  the  heading  of  the  hypocrites  among  those  who  have 
covenants  with  the  Muslims. 

1 20.  Some  of  the  rights  of  the  Prophet  M 

(3/801-808) 

16.  Allah  has  enjoined  further  rights  for  our  Prophet  M  that 
we  should  fulfil  in  our  hearts,  words  and  deeds,  in  addition  to 
merely  believing  (in  his  Prophethood),  as  He  j$f  has  enjoined 
upon  His  slaves  extra  acts  of  worship  connected  to  hearts, 
words  and  deeds,  in  addition  to  merely  believing  in  Him  $g. 
Because  of  the  sanctity  of  His  Messenger,  He  has  forbidden 
things  that  it  may  be  permissible  to  do  in  the  case  of  others, 
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in  addition  to  merely  disbelieving  in  his  Prophethood. 

For  example,  Allah  has  enjoined  sending  blessings  and 
peace  upon  him,  after  telling  us  that  Allah  and  His  angels 
send  blessings  upon  him.  The  word  salaah  (translated  here 
as  sending  blessings)  implies  asking  Allah  to  praise  him, 
bestow  good  upon  him,  draw  him  close  to  Him  and  have 
mercy  on  him.  Salaam  or  sending  greetings  of  peace  upon 
him  implies  asking  Allah  to  keep  him  safe  from  all  harm. 
So  sending  salaah  and  salaam  upon  him  combines  all  kinds 
of  goodness.  Moreover  Allah  $g  sends  blessings  tenfold 
upon  the  one  who  sends  blessings  upon  him  once,  so  as  to 
encourage  the  people  to  send  blessings  upon  him  in  order 
that  they  may  be  blessed  thereby  and  Allah  may  show  mercy 
to  them. 

Allah  has  told  us  that  the  Prophet  is  closer  to  the 
believers  than  their  own  selves,  so  it  is  his  right  that  the 
thirsty  one  should  give  him  precedence  with  regard  to  water, 
the  hungry  one  should  give  him  precedence  with  regard  to 
food,  and  he  should  be  protected  with  their  lives  and  wealth, 
as  Allah  $g  says: 

"It  was  not  becoming  of  the  people  of  Al-Madinah 
and  the  Bedouins  of  the  neighbourhood  to  remain 
behind  Allah's  Messenger  (Muhammad  SAW  when 
fighting  in  Allah's  Cause)  and  (it  was  not  becoming 
of  them)  to  prefer  their  own  lives  to  his  life." 

[at-Tawbah  9:120] 

So  it  is  known  that  for  a  man  to  prefer  his  own  life  to 
the  Prophet's  life,  lest  the  same  harm  befall  him  as  befell  the 
Prophet  M,  is  haraam. 

Allah  ffl  says,  addressing  the  believers  concerning  the 
hardships  of  the  siege  and  jihad  that  befell  them: 
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"Indeed  in  the  Messenger  of  Allah  (Muhammad 
SAW)  you  have  a  good  example  to  follow  for  him 
who  hopes  in  (the  Meeting  with)  Allah  and  the  Last 
Day  and  remembers  Allah  much." 

[al-Ahzaab  33:21] 

Another  of  his  rights  is  that  he  is  dearer  to  the  believer 
than  his  own  self,  his  children  and  all  of  mankind,  as  is 
indicated  by  the  verse  in  which  Allah  says: 

"Say:  If  your  fathers,  your  sons,  your  brothers, 
your  wives,  your  kindred,  the  wealth  that  you  have 
gained,  the  commerce  in  which  you  fear  a  decline, 
and  the  dwellings  in  which  you  delight  are  dearer 
to  you  than  Allah  and  His  Messenger,  and  striving 
hard  and  fighting  in  His  Cause,  then  wait  until 
Allah  brings  about  His  Decision  (torment).  And 
Allah  guides  not  the  people  who  are  Al-Fasiqoon 
(the  rebellious,  disobedient  to  Allah)." 

[at-Tawbah  9:24] 

There  are  also  many  Saheeh  hadeeths,  such  as  the  report 
narrated  in  as-Saheeh  from  'Umar  4$»  who  said:  "O  Messenger 
of  Allah,  you  are  dearer  to  me  than  everything  except 
myself."  He  said: 

"No,  O  'Umar;  not  until  I  am  dearer  to  you  than  yourself." 

He  said:  "Then,  by  Allah,  you  are  dearer  to  me,  O 
Messenger  of  Allah,  than  myself."  He  said: 
"Now  (you've  got  it),  O  'Umar."™ 
And  he  H  said: 

"No  one  of  you  truly  believes  until  I  am  dearer  to  him  than 


(1)    Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Aymaan  wa'n-Nudhoor 


his  child,  his  father  and  all  the  people. 
Agreed  upon. 

Allah  has  enjoined  us  to  assist  and  honour  him,  as  He 
says: 

"...  and  that  you  assist  and  honour  him  (SAW)..." 

[al-Fath  48:9] 

The  word  translated  here  as  assist  is  a  comprehensive 
term  that  includes  supporting,  helping  and  protecting 
him  from  all  harm.  The  word  translated  as  honour  is  a 
comprehensive  term  that  includes  treating  him  with  calmness 
and  tranquillity  that  reflects  honour  and  respect;  he  is  to  be 
treated  with  honour  and  veneration  that  protect  him  from 
everything  that  may  be  beyond  the  bounds  of  dignity. 

Allah  has  singled  him  out  to  be  addressed  in  a  manner 
that  befits  him,  as  He  says: 

"Make  not  the  calling  of  the  Messenger  (Muhammad 
SAW)  among  you  as  your  calling  of  one  another." 

[an-Noor  24:63] 

So  they  were  forbidden  to  say  "O  Muhammad"  or  "O 
Ahmad"  or  "O  Abu'l-Qaasim";  rather  they  were  to  say:  "O 
Messenger  of  Allah"  or  "O  Prophet  of  Allah."  How  could 
they  not  address  him  thus  when  Allah  M  had  honoured  him 
by  addressing  him  in  a  manner  in  which  He  did  not  honour 
any  of  the  other  Prophets?  He  never  addressed  him  by  name 
in  the  Qur'an;  rather  He  said: 

"O  Prophet!  Say  to  your  wives:  If  you  desire  the  life 
of  this  world,  and  its  glitter..." 

[al-Ahzaab  33:28] 

(1)     Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Eemaan;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al- 
Eemaan,  from  Anas  ibn  Maalik 
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"O  Prophet!  Tell  your  wives  and  your  daughters 
and  the  women  of  the  believers..." 

[al-Ahzaab  33:59] 

"O  Prophet!  Verily,  We  have  made  lawful  to  you 
your  wives..." 

[al-Ahzaab  33:50] 

"O  Prophet!  Keep  your  duty  to  Allah..." 

[al-Ahzaab  33:1] 

"O  Prophet!  Verily,  We  have  sent  you  as  witness, 
and  a  bearer  of  glad  tidings,  and  a  warner" 

[al-Ahzaab  33:45] 

"O  Prophet!  When  you  divorce  women  ..." 

[at-Talaaq  65:1] 

"O  Prophet!  Why  do  you  ban  (for  yourself)  that 
which  Allah  has  made  lawful  to  you..." 

[at-Tahreem  66:1] 

"O  Messenger!  Proclaim  (the  Message)  which  has 
been  sent  down  to  you  from  your  Lord." 

[al-Maa'idah  5:67] 

"O  you  wrapped  in  garments!  Stand  (to  pray)  all 
night,  except  a  little." 

[al-Muzzammil  73:1-2] 

"O  you  enveloped  (in  garments)!  Arise  and  warn!" 

[al-Muddaththir  :l-2] 

"O  Prophet!  Allah  is  Sufficient  for  you." 

[al-Anfaal  7:64] 

Even  though  He  M  said  to  other  Prophets: 

"And  We  said:  O  Adam!  Dwell  you  and  your  wife..." 

[al-Baqarah  2:35] 


"O  Adam!  Inform  them  of  their  names." 

[al-Baqarah  2:33] 

"O  Nooh  (Noah)!  Surely  he  is  not  one  of  your 
family." 

[Hood  11:46] 

"O  Ibraaheem  (Abraham)!  Forsake  this." 

[Hood  11:76] 

"O  Moosa  (Moses)  I  have  chosen  you  above  men." 

[al-A'raaf  7:144] 

"O  Dawood  (David)!  Verily!  We  have  placed  you  as 
a  successor  on  earth." 

[Saad  38:26] 

"O  Yahya  (John)!  Hold  fast  the  Scripture." 

[Mary  am  19:12] 

"O  'Eesa  (Jesus),  son  of  Maryam  (Mary)!  Did  you 
say  unto  men...?" 

[al-Maa'idah  5:116] 

"O  'Eesa  (Jesus),  son  of  Maryam  (Mary)!  Remember 
My  Favour  to  you  and  to  your  mother..." 

[al-Maa'idah  5:110] 

Allah  forbade  them  (the  Sahabah)  to  put  themselves 
forward  before  him  (cf.  49:1)  when  speaking;  they  were  not 
to  go  ahead  and  speak  until  permission  was  given.  And  they 
were  forbidden  to  raise  their  voices  above  his,  or  to  speak 
aloud  to  him  in  talk  as  they  spoke  aloud  to  one  another  (cf . 
49:2).  Allah  told  them  that  would  be  a  cause  of  their  deeds 
being  rendered  fruitless. (1)  This  indicates  that  doing  that  may 

(1)  This  is  a  reference  to  the  verses  in  which  Allah  Si  says:  "O  you 
who  believe!  Do  not  put  (yourselves)  forward  before  Allah  and  His  Messenger 
(SAW),  and  fear  Allah.  Verily!  Allah  is  All-Hearing,  All-Knowing.  O  you  who 
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lead  to  ku fr,  because  deeds  are  only  rendered  fruitless  by  kufr. 
And  Allah  told  them  that  those  who  lower  their  voices  in  his 
presence  are  the  ones  who  have  attained  sincere  piety  and 
that  Allah  will  forgive  them  and  have  mercy  on  them.  Allah 
told  them  that  those  who  call  out  to  him  when  he  is  in  his 
house  have  no  sense  (49:4),  because  they  raised  their  voices 
towards  him  and  because  they  were  not  patient  enough  to 
wait  until  he  came  out;  rather  they  disturbed  him  and  made 
him  come  out. 

Allah  has  also  forbidden  the  ummah  to  annoy  him  with 
regard  to  some  things  that  it  is  permissible  to  do  to  one 
another;  this  is  something  that  is  unique  to  him.  An  example 
of  that  is  marrying  his  wives  after  his  death.  Allah  M  says: 

"And  it  is  not  (right)  for  you  that  you  should  annoy 
Allah's  Messenger,  nor  that  you  should  ever  marry 
his  wives  after  him  (his  death).  Verily!  With  Allah 
that  shall  be  an  enormity." 

[al-Ahzaab  33:53] 

Allah  enjoined  upon  the  ummah  that  they  should  respect 
his  wives  for  his  sake,  and  regard  them  as  their  mothers  in 
terms  of  the  prohibition  on  marrying  them  and  in  terms  of 
respect.  Allah  M  says: 

"The  Prophet  is  closer  to  the  believers  than  their 
ownselves,  and  his  wives  are  their  (believers) 
mothers  (as  regards  respect  and  marriage)." 

[al-Ahzaab  33:6] 

With  regard  to  what  Allah  has  enjoined  of  obeying  him, 

believe!  Raise  not  your  voices  above  the  voice  of  the  Prophet  (SAW),  nor 
speak  aloud  to  him  in  talk  as  you  speak  aloud  to  one  another,  lest  your  deeds 
may  be  rendered  fruitless  while  you  perceive  not"  [al-Hujuraat  49:1-2]. 
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heeding  his  commands  and  following  his  example,  this  is  a 
far-reaching  topic,  but  it  may  be  that  someone  might  say:  This 
is  connected  to  his  being  the  Messenger.  Rather  our  aim  here 
is  to  highlight  some  of  the  obligatory  duties  and  prohibitions 
that  Allah  has  ordained  for  the  ummah  concerning  him  that 
are  additional  to  what  is  expected  of  his  followers  towards 
him  as  a  messenger.  So  it  may  be  that  Allah  could  have  sent  a 
Messenger  and  not  dictated  all  these  duties  that  He  dictated 
in  the  case  of  the  Prophet  & 

Another  sign  of  honour  that  has  to  do  with  things  that 
people  may  say  is  the  fact  that  Allah  differentiated  between 
offending  him  (the  Prophet  and  offending  the  believers. 
Allah  M  says: 

"Verily,  those  who  annoy  Allah  and  His  Messenger 
(SAW)  Allah  has  cursed  them  in  this  world,  and 
in  the  Hereafter,  and  has  prepared  for  them  a 
humiliating  torment. 

And  those  who  annoy  believing  men  and  women 
undeservedly,  bear  on  themselves  the  crime  of 
slander  and  plain  sin." 

[al-Ahzaab  33:57-58] 

These  verses  indicate  that  the  hadd  punishment  for  the  one 
who  slanders  him  is  execution,  whereas  the  hadd  punishment 
for  the  one  who  slanders  anyone  else  is  flogging. 

Allah  has  raised  high  his  fame  (cf.  94:4),  so  that  Allah  M 
is  not  mentioned  but  the  Prophet  is  mentioned  along  with 
Him  (as  in  the  Shahaadatayn  or  twin  declaration  of  faith).  No 
khutbah  or  testimony  of  faith  is  valid  for  this  ummah  until 
they  bear  witness  that  he  is  the  slave  and  Messenger  of  Allah. 
Allah  has  made  it  obligatory  to  mention  him  in  every  khutbah 
and  in  the  Shahaadatayn  (twin  declaration  of  faith)  which  is 
the  foundation  of  Islam,  in  the  adhaan  which  is  a  symbol  of 
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Islam,  and  in  the  prayer  which  is  the  pillar  of  faith,  and  in 
other  situations. 

And  there  are  many  other  things  that  are  unique  to  him, 
but  it  would  take  too  long  to  list  them  all 

1 21 .  The  difference  between  reviling  Allah  M 
and  reviling  the  Messenger  M,  and  the  hadd 
punishment  in  each  case 

(8/926-930) 

The  second  way  is  that  of  those  who  differentiate 
between  reviling  Allah  and  reviling  His  Messenger.  This 
differentiation  is  based  on  the  following: 

1.  Reviling  Allah  is  a  sin  only  against  Allah,  and  the  hadd 
punishment  for  it  may  be  waived  by  means  of  repentance, 
as  in  the  case  of  adultery,  theft  and  drinking  alcohol.  But 
reviling  the  Prophet  M  is  a  sin  against  both  Allah  and  His 
Slave,  and  the  offence  against  a  human  being  cannot  be 
waived  by  means  of  repentance,  as  in  the  case  of  murder. 
This  differentiation  was  made  by  al-Qaadi  Abu  YaTa. 

2.  The  Prophet's  reputation  may  be  damaged  by  reviling, 
because  he  is  a  human  being  like  other  human  beings  whose 
reputation  and  image  may  be  tarnished  by  reviling  and 
slander;  and  human  beings  will  be  rewarded  if  they  are 
slandered  by  others  and  Allah  will  give  them  some  of  the 
good  deeds  of  the  slanderer  or  He  may  give  them  something 
from  Himself  as  compensation  for  the  harm  they  incurred 
as  a  result  of  slander.  The  one  who  reviles  the  Prophet  $t 
has  undermined  him  and  shown  disrespect  towards  him, 
but  with  regard  to  the  Creator  M,  He  cannot  be  harmed 
or  tarnished  by  that  because  He  is  far  above  any  benefit 
or  harm  reaching  Him,  as  He  said  according  to  the  hadeeth 
qudsi  narrated  from  His  Messenger  &  "O  My  slaves,  you  can 
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never  do  Me  any  harm  or  bring  Me  any  benefit. 

Because  reviling  the  Prophet  M  may  lead  to  loss  of  respect 
for  him  in  people's  minds  and  thus  tarnish  his  reputation  and 
undermine  him,  and  it  may  be  a  cause  of  people  being  turned 
away  from  him  and  losing  respect  for  him,  the  punishment 
is  prescribed  because  of  the  evil  consequences  that  result 
from  reviling  him.  So  the  punishment  is  not  waived  by 
repentance,  unlike  the  punishment  for  all  other  crimes.  As 
for  the  one  who  reviles  Allah  M,  he  only  harms  himself  and 
he  is  like  the  disbeliever  and  the  apostate  in  the  sense  that 
if  he  repents,  the  harm  that  he  has  done  to  himself  will  be 
removed,  so  he  should  not  be  executed  (after  repenting). 

This  differentiation  was  mentioned  by  some  of  the 
Maalikis,  Shaafa'is  and  Hanbalis,  including  al-Qaadi  'Abd 
al-Wahhaab  ibn  Nasr,  al-Qaadi  Abu  Ya'la  in  al-Mujarrad, 
Abu  'Ali  ibn  al-Banna',  Ibn  'Aqeel,  and  others.  And  it  is  in 
harmony  with  our  statement  that  the  punishment  for  reviling 
the  Prophet  M  is  inevitable  because  it  is  for  the  sake  of  Allah, 
like  the  punishment  for  adultery  and  theft. 

This  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  slandering  a  person  by 
accusing  him  of  kufr  is  more  serious  than  slandering  him 
by  accusing  him  of  adultery,  yet  there  is  no  prescribed  hadd 
punishment  for  accusing  someone  of  kufr  as  there  is  for 
accusing  someone  of  adultery.  That  is  because  the  one  who 
is  accused  of  kufr  will  not  be  shamed  in  the  same  way  as 
the  one  who  is  accused  of  adultery,  because  what  he  shows 
outwardly  of  faith  will  demonstrate  that  the  slanderer  is 
lying  and  by  means  of  what  he  shows  of  repentance  that 
shame  will  be  removed  from  him.  This  is  different  from 
the  case  of  adultery  which  is  usually  done  in  secret  and  it  is 
very  difficult  to  demonstrate  one's  innocence  of  it  and  the 
shame  attached  to  it,  according  to  people's  customs  and  way 

(1)    Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Birr  wa's-Silah  wa'l-Adaab  from  the 
hadeeth  of  Abu  Dharr 


of  thinking,  will  not  be  removed  by  showing  repentance. 
Similarly,  the  one  who  reviles  the  Prophet  M  may  bring  upon 
the  religion  and  its  followers  shame  that  would  not  happen 
if  he  reviled  Allah,  because  the  opposite  of  his  word  is  clear 
to  everyone  and  all  people  know  it. 

3.  The  Prophet  M  is  reviled  by  trying  to  belittle  him  and 
put  him  down.  Disbelievers  and  hypocrites  have  motives 
for  that,  such  as  jealousy  of  what  Allah  has  bestowed  upon 
him  of  His  Bounty;  enmity  towards  his  religion;  resentment 
because  they  are  under  the  rule  of  his  religion  and  shari'ah; 
and  hostility  towards  his  ummah.  For  every  evil  deed  that 
has  an  ulterior  motive  there  should  be  a  prescribed  hadd 
punishment,  and  for  every  evil  deed  for  which  there  is  a 
prescribed  punishment  the  punishment  is  not  waived  by 
repentance.  But  with  regard  to  reviling  Allah  $g,  that  does 
not  usually  occur  out  of  disrespect;  rather  it  happens  on  the 
basis  of  religious  commitment  and  belief  in  Allah.  People 
usually  have  no  motive  for  doing  that  except  on  the  basis  of 
belief,  thinking  that  it  is  a  kind  of  respect  and  glorification. 
As  this  is  the  case,  there  is  no  need  to  specify  a  deterrent 
hadd  punishment  for  this  reviling;  rather  it  is  a  kind  of  kufr 
for  which  a  person  may  be  executed  because  of  his  apostasy, 
unless  he  repents. 

This  reason  is  like  the  previous  one;  the  difference 
between  them  is  that  the  former  is  highlighting  that  the 
evil  consequences  of  reviling  the  Prophet  M  cannot  be 
erased  by  means  of  showing  repentance,  unlike  the  evil 
consequences  of  reviling  Allah  $g.  The  latter,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  highlighting  that  reviling  the  Prophet  $t  may  be 
caused  by  human  feelings,  so  it  is  prescribed  to  deter  people 
from  doing  that,  as  in  the  case  of  drinking  alcohol.  Reviling 
Allah  M  cannot  be  based  on  human  feelings,  hence  there  is 
no  need  for  a  specific  punishment  for  it  as  a  deterrent,  as  in 
the  case  of  drinking  urine  and  eating  dead  meat  and  blood 
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(i.e.,  people  have  no  inclination  to  do  these  things  so  there  is 
no  need  for  a  deterrent). 

4.  There  is  a  hadd  punishment  that  is  prescribed  for  reviling 
the  Prophet  $t  because  it  is  reviling  of  a  human  being  who  is 
dead,  so  there  is  no  way  of  knowing  whether  he  would  pardon 
that  person;  that  punishment  is  not  waived  by  repentance. 
This  is  unlike  the  case  of  reviling  Allah  M,  because  it  is  known 
that  He  will  forgive  the  one  who  reviled  Him  if  he  repents.  If 
we  discuss  the  issue  of  reviling  the  Prophet  M  to  see  whether 
the  hadd  punishment  is  waived  by  repentance,  we  will  find 
that  the  issue  comes  in  between  reviling  Allah  and  reviling 
other  human  beings,  so  it  should  be  connected  to  whichever 
of  the  two  other  issues  it  is  closer  to  (namely  slandering  a 
human  being).  Obviously  the  punishment  for  reviling  a 
human  being  is  not  waived  by  repentance,  because  the  rights 
of  human  beings  are  not  waived  by  repentance,  because  they 
may  benefit  from  settling  scores  and  getting  compensation 
in  return  for  the  harm  done  to  them,  but  they  do  not  benefit 
from  the  repentance  of  one  who  repents.  If  someone  who 
harmed  a  human  being  repents,  and  the  person  affected  has 
the  right  to  settle  the  score  or  to  be  given  compensation  in 
return  for  slander,  then  he  still  has  the  right  to  do  that  so 
that  he  may  benefit  from  that  by  feeling  better  after  settling 
the  score  and  being  avenged,  and  he  can  feel  that  he  has 
protected  his  honour.  It  is  known  that  the  rights  of  Allah  may 
be  waived  by  repentance  because  He  $g  has  only  ordained 
rights  of  people  over  one  another  for  their  own  benefit.  So 
if  they  repent  and  go  back  to  that  which  benefits  them,  then 
the  aim  has  been  achieved.  As  that  is  the  case,  no  doubt  the 
sanctity  of  the  Prophet  is  connected  to  the  sanctity  of  Allah 
in  terms  of  emphasising  its  importance,  because  impugning 
him  is  impugning  the  religion  and  Book  of  Allah.  But  he  is 
also  a  human  being  in  the  sense  that  his  rights  cannot  be 
waived  by  repentance,  because  human  beings  benefit  from 
the  restoration  of  their  rights  by  those  who  owe  them.  We 
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have  mentioned  above  evidence  to  that  effect,  namely  that 
the  Messenger  of  Allah  M  had  the  right  to  punish  those  who 
offended  him  even  if  they  came  to  him  repenting.  As  he 
conveyed  the  message  so  that  people  may  benefit  thereby, 
if  they  repent  and  come  back  to  following  what  he  enjoined 
upon  them,  then  he  has  attained  his  goal.  However,  he  feels 
pain  if  someone  offends  him,  so  he  has  the  right  to  settle  the 
score  with  the  one  who  offends  him,  like  any  other  human 
being,  just  as  he  has  the  right  to  eat  and  drink.  To  enable 
a  person  to  settle  scores  with  those  who  transgress  against 
him  is  to  the  benefit  of  mankind;  otherwise  people  would 
die  of  distress.  Moreover,  he  (the  Prophet  M)  had  the  choice 
to  pardon  or  settle  scores,  so  he  might  think  that  there  was  a 
greater  interest  to  be  served  by  settling  scores;  thus  he  would 
be  doing  something  that  was  permissible.  Or  he  might  think 
that  there  was  a  greater  interest  to  be  served  by  forgiving. 

Some  of  the  Prophets  may  have  thought  that  it  served 
a  greater  interest  to  settle  scores,  so  Allah  hardened  their 
hearts  until  they  became  harder  than  rock,  as  in  the  case 
of  Nooh  and  Moosa.  Other  Prophets  may  have  been  more 
inclined  to  forgive,  so  Allah  softened  their  hearts  until  they 
became  softer  than  milk,  such  as  Ibraheem  and  'Eesa.  If  it 
is  not  possible  to  forgive  and  overlook  the  offence  towards 
him,  the  score  should  be  settled,  otherwise  he  would  have  no 
right  to  settle  the  score  at  all. 


Minhaaj  as- 
Sunnah  an- 
Nabawiyyah 


122.  The  first  appearance  of  the  word  Raafidi 


^^bn  Taymiyah  (may  Allah  have  mercy  on  him)  said,  after 
mentioning  the  similarities  between  the  Jews  and  the  Raafidis: 

(1/34-35) 

But  the  word  Raafidi  first  appeared  when  they  rejected 
(rafadu)  Zayd  ibn  'Ali  ibn  al-Husayn  during  the  caliphate 
of  Hishaam.  The  story  of  Zayd  ibn  'Ali  ibn  al-Husayn  came 
after  the  Hijri  year  120  or  121  or  122,  at  the  end  of  Hishaam' s 
caliphate.  Abu  Haatim  al-Basti  said:  Zayd  ibn  'Ali  ibn  al- 
Husayn  was  killed  in  Kuf  ah  in  120  AH;  he  was  crucified  and 
he  was  one  of  the  best  of  Ahl  al-Bayt,  one  of  their  scholars, 
and  some  of  the  Shi'ah  claimed  to  be  his  followers. (1) 

(1)  Abu'l-Hflsan  al-Ash'ari  said  in  Maqaalaat  al-Islamiyyeen  (1/129): 
Allegiance  was  sworn  to  Zayd  ibn  'Ali  in  Kufah  during  the 
caliphate  of  Hishaam  ibn  'Abd  al-Malik,  when  Yoosuf  ibn 
'Umar  ath-Thaqafi  was  governor  of  Kufah.  Zayd  ibn  'Ali  gave 
precedence  to  'Ali  ibn  Abi  Taalib  over  the  other  Companions 
of  the  Messenger  of  Allah  3£,  but  he  showed  love  and  respect 
to  Abu  Bakr  and  'Umar,  and  believed  that  the  Muslims  should 
rebel  against  unjust  rulers.  When  he  began  his  rebellion  in  Kufah 
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123.  The  Messenger  of  Allah  recited  Qunoot  in 
'Isha'  prayer  (Qunoot  naazilah,  recited  at  times  of 
calamity),  which  indicates  that  it  is  permissible  to 
recite  Qunoot  in  all  prayers  (at  times  of  calamity). 
Muslim  included  that  in  a  chapter  entitled: 
Recommendation  to  recite  Qunoot  in  all  prayers  if  a 
calamity  befalls  the  Muslims 

(1/41) 

The  Shi' ah  avoid  giving  the  names  Abu  Bakr,  'Umar  and 
'Uthmaan  to  their  children  and  they  even  shun  those  who 
have  these  names,  to  the  point  that  they  dislike  dealing  with 
those  people.  It  is  well  known  that  if  these  men  (Abu  Bakr, 
'Umar  and  'Uthmaan)  were  the  worst  type  of  disbelievers, 
there  would  still  be  nothing  in  shari'ah  to  prevent  a  person 
being  called  by  one  of  their  names.  Among  the  Sahabah 
was  one  whose  name  was  al-Waleed  and  the  Prophet  M 
had  recited  Qunootm  for  him  during  the  prayer,  saying:  "O 
Allah,  save  al-Waleed  ibn  al-Waleed, "  even  though  his  father  al- 
Waleed  ibn  al-Mugheerah  was  one  of  the  worst  of  kaafirs  and 
he  is  the  only  one  who  is  referred  to  in  the  verse  in  which 
Allah  says:  "Leave  Me  Alone  (to  deal)  with  whom  I  created 

with  his  companions  who  had  sworn  allegiance  to  him,  he  heard 
some  of  them  slandering  Abu  Bakr  and  'Umar.  He  objected  to 
those  whom  he  had  heard  saying  that,  and  those  who  had  sworn 
allegiance  to  him  split  from  him.  He  said  to  them:  You  have 
rejected  me  (rafadtumuni).  A  small  group  of  them  remained  loyal 
to  him.  He  fought  Yoosuf  ibn  'Umar,  then  he  was  killed  and  was 
buried  at  night. 

(1)    Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  at-Tafseer,  Muslim  in  Kitaab  al- 
Masaajid  wa  Mawaadi'  as-Salaah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Hurayrah 


Alone  (without  any  means)."  [al-Muddaththir  74:11]. 

1 24.  The  Prophet  forbade  slapping  the  cheeks, 
rending  garments  and  wailing  for  the  dead, 
although  the  one  who  does  that  straight  after  the 
death  of  his  loved  one  may  have  no  control  over 
himself  because  he  is  overwhelmed  with  grief,  so 
what  do  you  think  about  the  Raafidis  who  do  that 
for  one  who  passed  away  more  than  a  thousand 
years  ago?! 

(1/52-55) 

One  sign  of  their  foolishness  is  their  mourning  and 
wailing  for  one  who  died  many  years  ago.  It  is  well  known 
that  if  this  is  done  for  one  who  was  slain  and  other  deceased 
persons  immediately  after  their  death,  that  is  regarded  as 
something  that  was  forbidden  by  Allah  and  His  Messenger. 
It  is  proven  in  as-Saheeh  that  the  Prophet  M  said:  "He  is  not 
one  of  us  who  slaps  his  cheeks,  rends  his  garments  and  calls  with 
the  call  of  Jaahiliyyah.  And  it  is  proven  in  as-Saheehayn  that 
he  disavowed  the  woman  who  shaves  her  head  at  the  time 
of  calamity,  the  woman  who  raises  her  voice  when  calamity 
strikes,  referring  to  the  calamity,  and  the  woman  who  rends 
her  garment. (2)  In  as-Saheeh  it  is  narrated  that  he  said:  "If  the 
woman  who  wails  (for  the  dead)  does  not  repent  before  she  dies,  on 
the  Day  of  Resurrection  she  will  be  clothed  in  a  chemise  of  scabs 


(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al- 
Eemaan,  from  the  hadeeth  of '  Abdullah  ibn  Mas'ood  & 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al- 
Eemaan,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Moosa  al-Ash'ari  & 


and  pants  of  pitch." {l)  In  as-Saheeh  it  is  narrated  that  he  said: 
"The  one  who  is  wailed  over  will  suffer  because  of  the  wailing 
over  him.  "(2)  And  there  are  many  similar  hadeeths.  But  these 
people  (the  Raafidis)  do  things  such  as  slapping  their  cheeks, 
rending  their  garments,  calling  with  the  call  of  Jaahiliyyah, 
and  other  reprehensible  actions,  many  years  after  the  death 
of  the  deceased.  These  are  actions  that,  if  they  did  them 
immediately  after  his  death,  they  would  be  one  of  the  worst 
of  evil  actions  that  Allah  and  His  Messenger  have  forbidden, 
so  how  about  if  they  are  done  after  such  a  long  period?  It  is 
well  known  that  some  of  the  Prophets  and  others  who  were 
killed  wrongfully  and  unlawfully  are  superior  to  al-Husayn. 
His  father  was  killed  unlawfully  and  he  was  superior  to 
him;  'Uthmaan  ibn  'Affaan  was  killed  unlawfully  and  his 
killing  set  in  motion  the  first  huge  fitnah  that  occurred  after 
the  death  of  the  Prophet  M  and  resulted  in  evil  consequences 
many  times  greater  than  those  that  resulted  from  the  killing 
of  al-Husayn.  Others  were  also  killed  or  died,  but  none  of 
the  Muslims  or  anyone  else  observes  mourning  or  wails  for 
anyone  who  died  or  was  slain  a  long  time  after  his  death 
except  these  foolish  people  who,  if  they  were  birds,  would 
be  Egyptian  vultures  (which  are  regarded  as  the  worst  and 
most  stupid  type  of  birds)  and  if  they  were  animals,  they 
would  be  donkeys. 

125.  Important  historical  discussion  about  the  origin 
and  development  of  bid'ah  (innovation) 

1.   The  murder  of 'Uthmaan,  conflict  between  the  Muslims  at 
Siffeen  and  the  emergence  of  the  Khaarijis 

(1)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu 
Maalik  al-Ash'ari 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz,  from  the  hadeeth  of 
'Abdullah  ibn  'Umar  and  al-Mugheerah  ibn  Shu'bah. 
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2.  The  innovation  of  partisanship  in  support  of  'AH  is  of 
three  types:  the  first  is  the  extremists  who  regarded  'Ali 
as  divine;  the  second  is  those  who  impugn  Abu  Bakr  and 
'Umar;  and  the  third  is  those  who  believed  that  'Ali  was 
superior  to  Abu  Bakr  and  'Umar 

3.  At  the  end  of  the  era  of  the  Sahabah,  the  Qadaris  and 
Murji'ah  appeared 

4.  At  the  end  of  the  era  of  the  Taabi'een,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  second  century  AH,  the  Jahamis  and  al-Ja'd  ibn 
Dirham  appeared 

5.  Then  the  Mu  'tazilah  emerged  from  the  ranks  of  the  Jahamis 

6.  Then  numerous  groups  such  as  the  Kullaabis  and  Ash'aris 
appeared 

7.  Then  philosophy  was  introduced. 
(1/306-318) 

The  Muslims  had  been  following  that  with  which  Allah 
had  sent  his  Prophet  of  guidance  and  the  religion  of  truth 
on  the  basis  of  sound  texts  and  sound  reasoning.  But  when 
'Uthmaan  ibn '  Affaan  was  killed  and  turmoil  emerged,  the 
Muslims  fought  at  Sif f een  and  a  group  seceded  to  whom  the 
Prophet  M  had  referred  when  he  said:  "A  group  will  secede 
from  my  ummah  at  a  time  of  division  among  the  Muslims, 
and  they  will  be  killed  by  the  group  that  is  closer  to  the 
truth. Their  secession  occurred  when  the  two  arbitrators 
gave  their  verdict  and  the  people  parted  without  reaching  an 
agreement.  There  also  appeared  the  innovations  of  Shi'ism, 
such  as  the  extremists  who  claimed  that  'Ali  was  divine, 
those  who  claimed  that  'Ali     had  been  appointed  (by  the 

(1)    Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  az-Zakaah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu 
Sa'eed  al-Khudri  «$> 
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Prophet  M)  as  caliph  and  who  reviled  Abu  Bakr  and  'Umar 
(may  Allah  be  pleased  with  them  both).  Ameer  al-Mu'mineen 
'Ali  &  punished  both  groups;  he  fought  those  who  seceded 
and  he  ordered  that  those  who  claimed  that  he  was  divine 
should  be  executed.  He  went  out  one  day  and  they  prostrated 
to  him.  He  said  to  them:  What  is  this?  They  said:  You  are  He. 
He  said:  Who  am  I?  They  said:  You  are  Allah  besides  Whom 
there  is  no  other  God.  He  said:  Woe  to  you!  This  is  kufr,  give 
it  up  or  else  I  shall  execute  you.  But  they  did  the  same  thing 
to  him  on  the  second  and  third  day.  He  gave  them  respite 
for  three  days  because  the  apostate  is  to  be  asked  to  repent 
for  three  days.  Then  when  they  did  not  give  it  up,  he  issued 
orders  that  they  be  executed. 

Execution  of  these  people  was  obligatory  according  to 
Muslim  consensus  because  the  Prophet  %  said:  "Whoever 
changes  his  religion,  execute  him."m  This  hadeeth  is  narrated  in 
Saheeh  al-Bukhari. 

As  for  those .  who  revile  Abu  Bakr  and  'Umar,  when 
'Ali  heard  about  that,  he  wanted  to  capture  Ibn  as-Sawda'(2) 
whom  he  heard  was  the  one  who  was  doing  that,  because  it 
was  said  that  he  wanted  to  execute  him,  so  he  fled  to  the  land 
of  Qarqeesiya. 

As  for  those  who  thought  that  'Ali  was  superior  to  Abu 
Bakr  and  'Umar,  it  was  narrated  that  'Ali  said:  No  one  is 
brought  to  me  who  gives  precedence  to  me  over  Abu  Bakr 
and  'Umar  but  I  will  carry  out  the  hadd  punishment  for 
slander  on  him.(3)  It  is  narrated  in  mutawaatir  reports  that 
'Ali  used  to  say  from  the  minbar  of  Kufah:  The  best  of  this 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  Istitaabah  al-Murtaddeen 

(2)  i.e.  'Abdullah  ibn  Saba'  al-Yahoodi 

(3)  Narrated  by  'Abdullah  ibn  Ahmad  in  as-Sunnah,  1312;  Ibn  Abi 
'Aasim  in  as-Sunnah,  no.  1219 
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ummah  after  its  Prophet  is  Abu  Bakr,  then  'Umar.(1)  This  was 
narrated  from  him  in  more  than  eighty  reports  by  al-Bukhari 
and  others. 

Hence  the  earlier  Shi' ah  (supporters  of  'Ali)  were  all 
agreed  that  Abu  Bakr  and  'Umar  were  superior  to  'Ali,  as 
was  mentioned  by  more  than  one  of  the  scholars.  These  two 
bid'ahs  -  of  the  Khaarijis  and  Shi' ah  -  emerged  at  that  time 
when  turmoil  and  internal  fighting  broke  out. 

Then  at  the  end  of  the  era  of  the  Sahabah,  there  emerged  the 
bid'ahs  of  the  Qadaris  and  Murji'ah,  which  were  denounced 
by  the  Sahabah  and  Taabi'een,  such  as  'Abdullah  ibn  'Umar, 
'Abdullah  ibn  'Abbaas,  Jaabir  ibn  'Abdillah  and  Waathilah 
ibn  al-Asqah.  Then  at  the  end  of  the  era  of  the  Taabi'een,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  second  century  AH,  there  emerged 
the  bid' ah  of  the  Jahamis  who  denied  the  divine  attributes. 
The  first  one  to  speak  of  that  was  al-Ja'd  ibn  Dirham.  Khalid 
ibn  'Abdullah  al-Qasari  pursued  him  and  executed  him  in 
Waasit.  He  addressed  the  people  on  the  Day  of  Sacrifice  and 
said:  "O  people,  offer  your  sacrifices,  may  Allah  accept  your 
sacrifices.  I  am  going  to  execute  al-Ja'd  ibn  Dirham  because 
he  claimed  that  Allah  fg  did  not  take  Ibraheem  as  a  close 
friend  (khaleel)  and  did  not  speak  to  Moosa  directly;  exalted 
be  Allah  far  above  what  al-Ja'd  says."  Then  he  came  down 
(from  the  minbar)  and  executed  him. 

Then  al-Jahm  ibn  Safwaan  became  prominent  in  this 
madhhab,  and  the  Mu'tazilah  embraced  this  madhhab.  They 
were  the  first  group  to  prove  that  the  universe  has  a  beginning 

(1)  It  was  narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  Ashaab  Rasool- Allah 
Mr  that  Muhammad  ibn  al-Hanafiyyah  said:  I  said  to  my  father: 
Which  of  the  people  is  best  after  the  Messenger  of  Allah  3£?  He 
said:  Abu  Bakr.  I  said:  Then  who?  He  said:  Then  'Umar.  And  I 
was  afraid  that  he  would  say  'Uthmaan.  I  said:  Then  you?  He 
said:  I  am  just  one  of  the  Muslims. 
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on  the  grounds  that  physical  entities  have  a  beginning, 
because  they  are  subject  to  change;  they  said  that  these 
physical  entities  are  inevitably  subject  to  change,  and  that 
which  is  inevitably  subject  to  change  must  have  a  beginning, 
because  it  is  impossible  to  have  a  series  of  changes  that  has 
no  beginning. 

Then  they  split  on  the  basis  of  this  principle.  As  they  had 
established  that  it  is  not  possible  to  have  a  series  of  changes 
that  has  no  beginning,  they  were  faced  with  the  same 
principle  when  they  turned  their  attention  to  the  future. 
So  the  two  prominent  leaders  of  this  madhhab  applied  this 
principle  to  the  future.  They  were  the  Imam  of  the  Jahamis, 
al-Jahm  ibn  Safwaan'1',  and  Abu'l-Hudhayl  al-'Allaaf,'2'  the 
Imam  of  the  Mu'tazilah.  They  said  that  the  occurrence  of 
changes  cannot  go  on  for  eternity,  past  or  present. 

Then  Jahm  said:  "If  that  is  the  case,  then  Paradise  and  Hell 
must  come  to  an  end,  and  everything  other  than  Allah  will 
cease  to  be,  as  there  was  a  time  (in  the  past)  when  nothing 
existed  except  Allah."  This  is  something  that  the  Salaf  and 
leading  scholars  denounced  and  regarded  it  as  ku  jr.  They 
said:  Allah  M  says: 


(1)  Al-Jahm  ibn  Safwaan,  Abu  Mahraz  al-Raasibi,  the  chief  of 
misguidance.  He  denied  the  divine  attributes,  said  that  the  Qur'an 
was  created,  believed  that  man  has  no  free  will,  and  believed  that 
Allah  is  everywhere.  He  was  executed  by  Salam  ibn  Ahwaz  in 
128  AH. 

See  for  his  biography:  al-Kaamil  by  Ibn  al-Atheer,  4/293;  Mizaan 
al-I'tidaal  by  adh-Dhahabi,  1/326 

(2)  Abu'l-Hudhayl  al-'Allaaf,  Muhammad  ibn  al-Hudhayl  ibn 
'Abdillah  ibn  Mak-hool  al-'Abdi,  who  was  known  as  al-'Allaaf. 
He  was  a  scholar  of  'ilm  al-kalaam,  the  Mu'tazili  shaykh  of  the 
people  of  Basra.  He  died  in  235  AH. 

See  for  his  biography:  Shadharaat  adh-Dhahab  by  Ibn  al-'Imaad, 
2/85;  al-Minyah  wa'l-Aml  by  al-Qaadi  'Abd  al-Jabbaar,  p.  154 
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"Verily,  this  is  Our  Provision  which  will  never 
finish." 

[Saad  38:54] 

and 

"The  description  of  the  Paradise  which  the 
Muttaqoon  (pious)  have  been  promised!  - 
Underneath  it  rivers  flow,  its  provision  is  eternal 
and  so  is  its  shade." 

[ar-Ra'd  13:35] 

And  there  are  other  texts  which  indicate  that  the  blessings 
of  Paradise  are  eternal. 

As  for  Abu'l-Hudhayl,  he  said:  "Rather  the  evidence 
proves  that  only  new  changes  will  come  to  an  end,  so  it  is 
possible  that  Paradise  and  Hell  will  remain,  but  all  movement 
therein  will  cease.  So  the  people  of  Paradise  and  Hell  will 
become  motionless,  not  moving  at  all,  and  no  new  changes 
will  take  place."  Therefore  he  had  to  prove  that  there  will 
be  physical  entities  that  will  remain  forever  but  will  not  be 
subject  to  changes  or  developments.  That  would  imply  that 
there  are  physical  entities  that  are  not  subject  to  changes  or 
developments.  Thus  they  undermined  their  own  principle 
which  said  that  physical  entities  are  inevitably  subject  to 
change. 

This  is  the  principle  that  was  laid  down  by  Hishaam  ibn 


«1 


al-Hakam,(1)  Hishaam  ibn  Saalim  al-Jawaaleeqi,(2)  and  others 
who  thought  of  Allah  in  terms  of  physical  being,  both  Raafidis 
and  non-Raafidis  such  as  the  Karaamis.  They  said:  "Rather  it 
is  possible  to  prove  that  there  could  be  a  physical  entity  that 
existed  for  eternity,  that  has  no  beginning  and  is  not  subject 
to  changes."  For  these  people,  the  eternal  physical  entity 
is  not  subject  to  changes  but  the  created  physical  entity  is 
inevitably  subject  to  changes.  And  they  said  that  whatever 
is  inevitably  subject  to  changes  must  have  a  beginning. 
However  they  do  not  say  that  every  physical  entity  is 
inevitably  subject  to  change. 

Moreover,  these  Jahamis  began  to  say,  based  on  this 
innovated  principle,  that  attributes  and  deeds  cannot  be 
ascribed  to  the  Lord,  because  they  are  subject  to  change 
and  variation.  That  can  only  be  ascribed  to  physical  entities, 
and  physical  entities  are  created  beings.  Therefore  all  these 
attributes  -  of  knowledge,  might,  speech,  will,  mercy, 
pleasure,  wrath  and  so  on  -  cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  Lord; 
rather  all  these  attributes  that  are  ascribed  to  Him  are  nothing 
but  created  entities  that  are  separate  from  Him. 

The  Jahamis  said:  "When  we  say  that  Allah  speaks,  we 
mean  it  metaphorically,"  and  the  Mm  'tazilah  said:  "His  speech 

(1)  Hishaam  ibn  al-Hakam  al-Baghdadi  al-Kindi,  the  freed  slave  of  Bani 
Shaybaan,  Abu  Muhammad,  one  of  the  scholars  of  kalaam  among 
the  Imami  Shi'ah.  He  was  one  of  those  who  introduced  the  idea  of 
kalaam  into  Imami  Shi  'ism.  He  became  close  to  al-Baraamikah  (the 
advisor  of  Haroon  ar-Rasheed).  He  died  in  190  AH. 

See  for  his  biography:  al-Fihrist  by  Ibn  an-Nadeem,  p.  249;  al-Farq 
bayna  al-Firaq  by  al-Baghdadi,  p.  65 

(2)  Hishaam  ibn  Saalim  al-Jawaaleeqi  al-Ja'fi,  Abu  Muhammad, 
the  freed  slave  of  Bishr  ibn  Marwaan,  one  of  the  shaykhs  of  the 
Raafidis,  and  one  of  the  extreme  anthropomorphists. 

See  for  his  biography:  al-Fihrist  by  Ibn  an-Nadeem  p.  252;  al-Farq 
bayna  al-Firaq  by  al-Baghdadi,  p.  68 
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is  real."  But  both  groups  based  their  views  on  the  same 
principle.  The  principle  set  out  by  these  people  (the  Jahamis) 
is  the  root  from  which  all  these  innovated  ideas  stemmed. 
Imam  Ahmad  ibn  Hanbal  and  other  leading  Sunni  scholars 
were  subjected  to  trials  but  Allah  made  Imam  Ahmad  ibn 
Hanbal  steadfast  and  many  well-known  developments 
took  place.  Dissent  spread  among  the  ummah  like  wildfire 
concerning  these  issues.  At  that  time  Abu  Muhammad 
'Abdullah  ibn  Sa'eed  ibn  al-Kullaab  al-Basri(1)  wrote  several 
books  to  refute  the  opinions  of  the  Jahamis  and  Mu'tazilah, 
highlighting  their  contradictions  and  exposing  many  of  their 
flaws,  but  he  accepted  this  principle  that  they  laid  down, 
which  was  the  source  of  all  kinds  of  innovations  (bid' ah). 
Hence  he  needed  to  say  that  the  Lord  does  not  do  voluntary 
actions  (that  are  subject  to  change)  and  He  does  not  speak 
by  His  will  and  power;  He  did  not  call  Moosa  when  he 
came  to  at-Toor  (Sinai),  rather  He  does  not  call  out  in  a  real 
sense;  the  belief  of  His  slaves  and  their  righteous  deeds  are 
not  the  cause  of  His  pleasure  and  love,  and  their  disbelief  is 
not  the  cause  of  His  wrath  and  anger.  Therefore  (according 
to  this  view)  there  is  no  love  or  pleasure  connected  to  their 
deeds,  and  there  is  no  wrath  or  anger,  or  anything  else  that 
is  mentioned  in  the  texts  of  the  Qur'an  and  Sunnah. 

Allah  M  says: 

"Say  (O  Muhammad  SAW  to  mankind):  If  you 
(really)  love  Allah  then  follow  me  (i.e.  accept  Islamic 
Monotheism,  follow  the  Qur'an  and  the  Sunnah), 
Allah  will  love  you." 


(1)  'Abdullah  ibn  Sa'eed  ibn  Kullaab,  Abu  Muhammad  al-Qattaan, 
a  scholar  of  kalaam.  He  was  known  as  Ibn  Kullaab.  He  wrote 
several  books,  including  as-Sifaat,  Khalq  al-Af  aal  and  ar-Radd  'ala 
al-Mu'tazilah.  See:  al-A'laam  by  az-Zarkali,  4/90 
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[Aal  'Imraan  3:31] 

"That  is  because  they  followed  that  which  angered 
Allah,  and  hated  that  which  pleased  Him.  So  He 
made  their  deeds  fruitless." 

[Muhammad  47:28] 

"So  when  they  angered  Us,  We  punished  them." 

[az-Zukhruf  43:55] 

"If  you  disbelieve,  then  verily,  Allah  is  not  in  need 
of  you,  He  likes  not  disbelief  for  His  slaves.  And  if 
you  are  grateful  (by  being  believers),  He  is  pleased 
therewith  for  you." 

[az-Zumar  39:7] 

"Verily,  the  likeness  of  'Eesa  (Jesus)  before  Allah 
is  the  likeness  of  Adam.  He  created  him  from  dust, 
then  (He)  said  to  him:  Be!  -  and  he  was." 

[Aal  'Imraan  3:59] 

"And  surely,  We  created  you  (your  father  Adam) 
and  then  gave  you  shape  (the  noble  shape  of  a 
human  being),  then  We  told  the  angels,  "Prostrate 
to  Adam." 

[al-A'raaf7:ll] 

There  are  many  similar  texts  in  the  Qur'an  and  Sunnah;  it 
would  be  too  difficult  to  list  them  all  as  there  are  hundreds  of 
such  texts.  We  have  quoted  some  of  them  elsewhere,  as  well 
as  some  of  the  comments  of  the  earlier  and  later  generations 
on  such  issues.  We  also  quoted  the  views  of  the  earlier 
philosophers  and  mentioned  how  their  prominent  figures 
agreed  with  them. 
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Because  of  that,  the  people  became  divided  concerning 
the  issue  of  the  Qur'an,  so  Ibn  Kullaab  and  his  followers 
needed  to  say  that  the  Qur'an  is  eternal  and  is  an  inseparable 
part  of  the  Essence  of  Allah,  and  that  Allah  did  not  speak 
by  His  will  and  power.  They  regarded  all  that  He  said  as 
being  eternal  in  essence;  they  did  not  say  that  He  speaks  by 
His  will  and  power  from  eternity  to  eternity,  nor  did  they 
say  that  His  words  are  eternal  in  the  sense  that  He  has  been 
speaking  from  eternity,  and  Allah  is  still  speaking  by  His 
will,  as  was  the  view  of  the  Salaf  and  the  leading  scholars. 

Then  they  (Ibn  Kullaab  and  his  followers)  said:  "The 
Qur'an  is  eternal  in  and  of  itself,"  and  they  divided  into  two 
groups.  One  group  said,  "It  is  not  possible  for  the  eternal 
nature  to  apply  to  the  letters  and  sounds,  because  it  is  not 
possible  for  these  to  remain;  and  because  letters  and  sounds 
usually  come  into  existence  part  after  part,  and  the  thing 
that  is  preceded  by  another  cannot  be  eternal,  therefore 
what  is  eternal  is  the  meaning  and  it  is  not  possible  to  have 
endless  meanings  at  the  same  time.  There  is  no  reason  to 
limit  the  meaning  to  one  number  and  not  another,  therefore 
that  which  is  eternal  is  one  meaning,  which  is  to  enjoin 
everything  that  is  enjoined  and  to  tell  everything  that  is  told. 
This  is  the  meaning  of  the  Torah,  the  Gospel  and  the  Qur'an; 
it  is  the  meaning  of  Aayat  al-Kursiy,  Qui  Huwa  Allahu  Ahad 
(Soorat  al-Ikhlaas)  and  Qui  A'oodhu  bi  Raabi'l-falaq  (Soorat  al- 
Falaq)."  And  they  rejected  the  idea  that  the  Arabic  words  are 
the  words  of  Allah. 

The  second  group  said:  "Rather  the  letters,  or  the  letters 
and  sounds,  are  eternal  in  and  of  themselves."  And  they  said 
that  the  order  (in  which  they  appear)  has  to  do  with  their 
essence  and  not  their  existence.  Thus  they  differentiated 
between  the  essence  (of  a  thing)  and  its  existence,  as  many  of 
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ahl  al-kalaam  differentiated  between  the  existence  of  the  Lord 
and  His  essence.  Many  of  them,  along  with  the  philosophers, 
differentiated  between  the  existence  of  creation  and  its 
essence,  and  they  said  that  the  order  (in  which  they  appear) 
has  to  do  with  its  essence  and  not  its  existence,  because  it  has 
existed  from  eternity  to  eternity,  and  no  part  of  it  preceded 
any  other  part,  even  though  the  essence  of  created  beings  has 
a  rational  sequence,  as  the  essence  preceded  the  attributes, 
and  as  the  cause  precedes  the  effect.  This  is  similar  to  what 
the  Muslim  philosophers  who  believed  that  the  universe  is 
eternal  said:  The  Lord  preceded  the  universe  by  His  essence 
and  reality,  but  He  did  not  precede  it  chronologically.  And 
they  said  that  some  of  His  words  preceded  others,  as  those 
mentioned  above  said  that  He  preceded  His  creation.  They 
(the  Muslim  philosophers)  regarded  the  sequence,  what 
comes  first  and  what  comes  later,  as  being  of  two  types: 
theoretical  and  existential.  They  claim  that  what  they  proved 
of  sequence  is  based  on  theoretical  thinking,  not  actual 
reality. 

The  majority  of  rational  thinkers,  however,  object  to  these 
arguments  and  say  that  the  view  of  these  people  is  obviously 
flawed  and  that  the  sequence  of  events  cannot  be  understood 
except  in  the  sense  that  one  thing  came  into  existence  after 
another;  it  cannot  be  understood  as  meaning  that  they  came 
one  after  another  yet  they  existed  together  (from  eternity). 
Rather  one  must  have  come  into  existence  after  another. 
They  also  say  that  the  effect  can  only  have  come  about  after 
the  cause  and  could  not  have  come  into  existence  at  the 
same  time  as  it.  These  matters  have  been  discussed  in  detail 
elsewhere,  but  have  been  mentioned  here  in  brief. 

To  conclude,  this  way  of  argument  and  discussion  that 
was  introduced  by  the  Jahamis  and  Mu'tazilah,  and  was 
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denounced  by  the  early  generations  and  Imams  of  the 
ummah,  became  -  for  many  later  academics  -  an  essential 
part  of  the  religion  of  Islam,  to  the  extent  that  they  believed 
that  the  one  who  opposes  it  is  opposing  the  religion  of  Islam, 
even  though  there  is  no  verse  in  the  Qur'an,  or  any  report 
from  the  Messenger  of  Allah  %  or  the  Sahabah  or  those  who 
follow  them  in  truth,  that  supports  this  way  of  thinking  or 
the  conclusions  to  which  it  leads.  How  can  it  be  part  of  the 
religion  of  Islam  or  one  of  the  fundamentals  of  the  religion  of 
Islam  when  there  is  no  evidence  to  support  it  in  the  Qur'an 
or  Sunnah  or  statements  of  any  of  the  early  generations? 

Then  after  that  new  developments  occurred  among  the 
Muslims,  namely  the  heresy  of  the  Muslim  philosophers  and 
others,  who  emerged  and  spread  after  the  best  generations 
had  come  to  an  end.  In  every  time  and  place  where  the  light 
of  Islam  grew  weak,  they  (the  philosophers)  emerged.  One 
of  the  reasons  for  their  emergence  was  that  they  thought 
that  the  religion  of  Islam  was  nothing  but  what  these 
innovators  preached  and  they  started  thinking  that  proper 
understanding  of  Islam  was  based  on  flawed  arguments. 
So  the  extreme  elements  among  them  began  to  oppose  the 
religion  of  Islam  altogether.  Their  resentment  and  objection 
took  on  a  physical  form  (fighting  the  Muslims)  and  a  verbal 
form  (speaking  in  criticism  of  Islam),  as  was  done  by  the 
Khurramiyyah,  the  followers  of  Baabik  al-Khurrami,(1)  the 

(1)  Baabik  al-Khurrami  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Baatinis  (esoteric 
sects),  the  followers  of  the  Khurramiyyah  (or  Kharamdeem'yyah), 
and  was  one  of  the  followers  of  Abu  Muslim  al-Khurasaani. 
He  emerged  in  the  mountains  of  al-Badeen  in  the  region  of 
Azerbaijan.  He  had  many  followers  who  regarded  haraam  things 
as  permissible,  including  killing,  and  they  slew  a  lot  of  Muslims. 
The  armies  of  al-Mu'tasim  fought  him  for  a  long  time  until  they 
captured  him  and  crucified  and  killed  him  in  223  AH. 
See:  al-Farq  bayna  al-Firaq,  p.  161, 171;  al-Milal  wa'n-Nihal,  1/216; 
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Qaramitah  of  Bahrain,  the  followers  of  Abu  Sa'eed  al- 
Jmnaabi(1),  and  others. 

As  for  the  fair-minded  and  wise  philosophers,  they 
thought  that  what  Muhammad  gg  had  brought  contained 
a  great  deal  of  goodness  and  guidance  to  that  which  is  in 
people's  best  interests,  and  could  not  be  criticised.  Indeed, 
their  prominent  ones  admitted  that,  as  Ibn  Seena  and  others 
said  that  there  was  never  any  religion  or  law  in  the  world  that 
was  better  than  the  religion  and  law  brought  by  Muhammad 
%.  This  is  the  conclusion  they  reached  on  the  basis  of  their 
thinking  and  philosophical  principles.  They  examined  what 
the  Greek  philosophers  had  introduced  of  wisdom  and  the 
guidelines  they  set,  and  realised  that  the  religion  brought  by 
Moosa  and  'Eesa  was  greatly  superior  to  the  systems  set  out 
by  the  Greek  philosophers.  Hence  when  the  religion  of  'Eesa 
ibn  Mary  am  (as)  was  introduced  to  the  Romans,  they  moved 
from  Greek  philosophy  to  the  religion  of  the  Messiah. 

Aristotle'2'  lived  three  hundred  years  before  the  Messiah, 


al-Fihrist  by  Ibn  an-Nadeem,  p.  342-344 

(1)  Abu  Sa'eed  al-Hasan  ibn  Bahraam  al-/mnaabi,  the  leader  and 
propagator  of  the  Qaraamitah.  He  was  a  flour  merchant  from 
/mnaabah  in  Persia,  and  was  banished  from  there.  He  stayed  in 
Bahrain  as  a  merchant,  and  was  appointed  by  Hamdaan  Qurmut 
(the  founder  of  the  Qaraamitah)  to  promote  his  call  in  southern 
Persia.  Al-/mnaabi  waged  war  on  the  'Abbasid  state,  gaining 
control  of  Hajar,  al-Ihsa',  al-Qateef  and  the  rest  of  the  region  of 
Bahrain,  and  burning  the  Mushafs  and  the  mosques.  In  301  AH, 
one  of  his  servants  assassinated  him. 

See:  al-Farq  bayna  al-Firaq,  p.  169,  174;  al-Bidaayah  wa'n-Nihaayah, 
11/121;  al-A'laam  by  az-Zarkali,  2/99 

(2)  Aristotle  son  of  Nicomachus  the  Pythagorean,  the  greatest  Greek 
philosopher  and  student  of  Plato.  He  was  called  the  prince  of 
philosophers,  the  first  teacher,  and  the  author  of  logic.  He  was 
the  founder  of  the  Peripatetic  school.  He  died  in  322  AH. 

See  for  his  biography:  Ikhbaar  al-Hukama'  by  al-Qafati,  120;  'Uyoon 
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son  of  Maryam  (as);  he  was  an  adviser  to  Alexander,  son  of 
Philip  the  Macedonian  (Alexander  the  Great)  who  defeated 
the  Persians.  He  is  the  one  whose  calendar  is  used  today 
by  the  (Coptic)  Christians.  This  Alexander  is  not  Dhu'l- 
Qarnayn  who  is  mentioned  in  the  Qur'an,  as  some  people 
think;  Dhu'l-Qarnayn  came  before  him  and  is  the  one  who 
built  the  barrier  of  Ya'jooj  and  Ma'jooj.  This  Macedonian 
(Alexander)  did  not  reach  the  barrier.  Dhu'l-Qarnayn  was 
a  monotheist  whereas  this  Macedonian  was  a  polytheist 
(mushrik);  he  and  his  fellow  Greeks  were  polytheists  who 
worshipped  the  stars  and  idols. 

It  was  said  that  the  last  of  their  kings  was  Ptolemy,  the 
author  of  the  Almagest.  After  his  time,  they  converted  to  the 
religion  of  the  Messiah,  because  the  religion  with  which 
the  Messiah  was  sent  was  greater;  even  after  the  Christians 
changed  and  altered  the  religion  of  the  Messiah,  they  were 
closer  to  guidance  and  the  religion  of  truth  than  those 
philosophers  who  were  polytheists.  The  extreme  polytheism 
(shirk)  of  the  philosophers  is  what  led  to  the  corruption  of 
the  religion  of  the  Messiah,  as  was  mentioned  by  a  number 
of  scholars  who  noted  that  they  (the  philosophers)  used  to 
worship  idols,  and  they  worshipped  the  sun,  moon  and  stars 
and  prostrated  to  them. 

1 26.  Appointment  to  a  position  of  authority  or 
caliphate  becomes  valid  when  the  decision-makers 
swear  allegiance  and  the  majority  of  the  people 
give  their  consent,  even  if  one  or  two  or  ten  object 
to  that.  The  appointment  of  Abu  Bakr  as  caliph  was 

al-Anba' by  Ibn  Abi  Usaybi'ah,p.  86;  al-Fihrist  by  Ibn  an-Nadeem, 
p.  345 


not  affected  by  the  refusal  to  swear  allegiance  on 
the  part  of  Sa'd  ibn  'Ubaadah 

(1/526-527) 

With  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  Raafidis,  who  said  that 
Abu  Bakr  only  became  ruler  after  the  Messenger  of  Allah  % 
by  means  of  an  oath  of  allegiance  sworn  by  'Umar  with  the 
consent  of  four  others,  the  response  is  that  this  is  not  the 
opinion  of  the  leading  scholars  of  AM  as-Sunnah,  although 
some  of  the  ahl  al-kalaam  say  that  a  person's  appointment 
to  a  position  of  leadership  becomes  valid  by  virtue  of 
the  swearing  of  allegiance  of  four  people  or,  according  to 
some,  of  two  people  or  even  of  one  person.  But  these  are 
not  the  views  of  the  prominent  Sunni  scholars;  rather  in 
their  opinion  appointment  to  a  position  of  major  authority 
is  established  by  the  agreement  of  the  people  of  power  and 
status  in  society.  A  man  cannot  become  a  leader  of  the  Muslim 
community  until  the  people  of  power  and  status  agree  to 
that,  because  it  is  by  means  of  these  people's  support  that 
the  leader  will  be  able  to  rule,  and  the  aim  of  the  position  of 
leadership  can  only  be  achieved  if  the  leader  has  power  and 
authority.  When  allegiance  is  sworn  by  people  of  that  calibre 
to  the  leader  and  he  attains  power  and  authority  by  means 
of  that,  then  he  becomes  the  leader.  Hence  the  scholars  of 
the  early  generations  said  that  whoever  attains  power  and 
authority  that  could  achieve  the  purpose  intended  by  the 
position  of  a  leader  is  one  of  "those  who  are  in  authority" 
whom  Allah  has  commanded  us  to  obey  so  long  as  they  do 
not  tell  the  people  to  disobey  Allah.  Leadership  is  kingship 


(1)  This  is  a  reference  to  the  verse  in  which  Allah  M  says:  "O  you  who 
believe!  Obey  Allah  and  obey  the  Messenger  (Muhammad  SAW),  and  those 
of  you  (Muslims)  who  are  in  authority..."  [an-Nisa'  4:59]. 
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and  power  and  authority,  and  a  king  cannot  become  a  king 
by  the  consent  of  one  or  two  or  four  people  unless  their 
consent  will  lead  to  the  consent  of  many  others,  by  means  of 
which  he  will  become  a  king.  The  same  applies  to  anything 
that  needs  the  help  of  others  and  cannot  be  achieved  unless 
those  who  can  help  lend  their  help.  Hence  when  allegiance 
was  sworn  to  'Ali  and  he  gained  the  support  of  people  of 
authority  and  prominence,  he  became  a  leader. 

1 27.  One  of  the  signs  of  Prophethood  is  that  the 
Prophet  %  enjoined  obedience  to  the  people  in 
authority  even  if  they  are  unjust 

(1/561) 

The  Prophet  M  stated  that  after  that  there  would  be  leaders 
who  would  not  follow  his  guidance  or  adhere  to  his  Sunnah, 
and  there  would  be  men  whose  hearts  were  like  the  hearts 
of  devils  in  human  bodies/1'  Yet  he  instructed  us  to  listen  to 

(1)  It  was  narrated  that  Hudhayfah  ibn  al-Yamaan  said:  The 
people  used  to  ask  the  Messenger  of  Allah  £g  about  good 
things,  but  I  used  to  ask  him  about  bad  things,  fearing  that 
I  would  live  to  see  such  things.  I  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah, 
we  were  in  a  state  of  ignorance  (jaahiliyyah)  and  evil,  then 
Allah  sent  us  this  good  (i.e.,  Islam).  Will  there  be  any  evil  after 
this  good?  He  said:  "Yes."  I  said:  Will  there  by  any  good  after 
that  evil?  He  said:  "Yes,  but  it  will  be  tainted."  I  said:  How 
will  it  be  tainted?  He  said:  "(There  will  be)  some  people  who 
follow  an  example  other  than  my  example  and  follow  a  way 
other  than  my  way.  You  will  approve  of  some  of  their  deeds 
and  disapprove  of  others."  I  said:  Will  there  be  any  evil  after 
that  good?  He  said:  "Yes,  there  will  be  people  calling  at  the 
gates  of  Hell,  and  whoever  responds  to  their  call,  they  will 
throw  them  into  it  (the  Fire)."  I  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah, 
describe  them  to  us.  He  said:  "They  will  be  from  among  our 
people,  speaking  our  language."  I  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah, 
what  do  you  command  me  to  do  if  I  live  to  see  such  a  thing? 
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and  obey  the  leader,  even  if  he  strikes  your  back  and  take 
your  wealth.  From  this  we  understand  that  the  leader  who 
must  be  obeyed  is  the  one  who  has  power  and  authority, 
whether  he  is  just  or  unjust. 

1 28.  They  said  that  the  verse  "Verily,  your  Wali 
(Protector  or  Helper)  is  Allah,  His  Messenger,  and 
the  believers,  -  those  who  perform  As-Salaah 
(Iqaamat-as-Salaah),  and  give  Zakaah,  and  they 
bow  down  (submit  themselves  with  obedience  to 
Allah  in  prayer)"  [al-Maa'idah  5:55]  refers  to  'Ali, 
but  this  is  wrong  for  a  number  of  reasons 

(2/30-32) 

Some  of  the  liars  fabricated  a  hadeeth  suggesting  that  this 
verse  was  revealed  concerning  'Ali,(1)  when  he  (supposedly) 

He  said:  "Adhere  to  the  jamaa'ah  (group,  community)  of  the 
Muslims  and  their  Imam  (leader)."  I  asked:  What  if  there  is  no 
jamaa'ah  and  no  leader?  He  said:  "Then  keep  away  from  all 
those  groups,  even  if  you  have  to  bite  the  roots  of  a  tree  until 
death  overtakes  you  whilst  you  are  in  that  state." 
Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Manaaqib  and  Kitaab  al-Fitan; 
Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Imaarah.  This  version  was  narrated  by  Muslim. 
(1)  Ibn  al-Mutahhir  ar-Raafidi  said:  ath-Tha'labi  said  in  his  isnaad 
going  back  to  Abu  Dharr  (that  the  latter)  said:  I  heard  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  $g  with  these  two  ears  of  mine,  or  may  they 
go  deaf  (if  I  am  not  telling  the  truth),  and  I  saw  him  with  these 
two  eyes  of  mine,  may  they  go  blind  (if  I  am  not  telling  the  truth), 
saying:  "  'Ali  is  the  leader  of  the  righteous  and  the  slayer  of  the 
disbelievers.  The  one  who  is  supported  is  the  one  who  supports 
him  and  the  one  who  is  forsaken  is  the  one  who  forsakes  him." 
As  for  me,  I  prayed  Duhr  with  the  Messenger  of  Allah  3£  one  day 
and  a  beggar  in  the  mosque  was  asking  for  aid,  but  no  one  gave 
him  anything.  The  beggar  raised  his  hands  to  heaven  and  said:  O 


gave  his  ring  in  charity  to  a  beggar  whilst  praying.  This  is 
false  according  to  the  consensus  of  the  scholars  of  hadeeth.  Its 
falseness  is  obvious  for  many  reasons,  such  as  the  following: 

•  The  verse  (al-Maa'idah  5:55)  refers  to  "those  who..." 
which  is  plural,  and  '  Ali  is  only  one  person. 

•  They  understood  the  phrase  translated  as,  "and  they 
bow  down,"  as  meaning,  "whilst  they  bow  down,"  but 
this  is  not  correct.  If  that  were  the  case  (that  it  means 

Allah,  bear  witness  that  I  asked  in  the  mosque  of  the  Messenger 
of  Allah  M  and  no  one  gave  me  anything.  'Ali  was  bowing  (in 
prayer)  and  he  gestured  with  the  little  finger  of  his  right  hand, 
on  which  there  was  a  ring,  and  the  beggar  came  and  took  the 
ring,  whilst  the  Prophet  M  was  looking  on.  When  he  had  finished 
praying,  he  (the  Prophet  ££)  looked  up  to  the  sky  and  said:  "O 
Allah,  Moosa  asked  You,  saying:  O  my  Lord!  Open  for  me  my  chest 
(grant  me  self-confidence,  contentment,  and  boldness)...  And  make  loose 
the  knot  (the  defect)  from  my  tongue,  That  they  understand  my  speech, 
And  appoint  for  me  a  helper  from  my  family,  Haroon  (Aaron),  my  brother; 
Increase  my  strength  with  him,  And  let  him  share  my  task'  [Ta-Ha  20:25,  27- 
32].'  And  Your  response  was  revealed  in  Qur'an  to  be  recited: 
'We  will  strengthen  your  arm  through  your  brother,  and  give  you  both  power, 
so  they  shall  not  be  able  to  harm  you,  with  Our  Ayat  (proofs,  evidences, 
verses,  lessons,  signs,  revelations,  etc.)'  [al-Qasas  28:35].  O  Allah,  I  am 
Muhammad,  Your  Prophet  and  chosen  one.  O  Allah,  open  for  me 
my  chest  (grant  me  self-confidence,  contentment,  and  boldness), 
make  my  task  easy  for  me,  and  appoint  for  me  a  helper  from  my 
family,  'Ali,  and  increase  my  strength  with  him."  Abu  Dharr  said: 
No  sooner  had  the  Messenger  of  Allah  Si  finished  speaking  but 
Jibreel  came  down  from  Allah  and  said:  O  Muhammad,  recite! 
He  said:  "What  should  I  recite?"  He  said:  Recite  (the  verse):  "Verily, 
your  Wali  (Protector  or  Helper)  is  Allah,  His  Messenger,  and  the  believers, 
-  those  who  perform  ks-Salaah  (Iqaamat-as-Sa/aaft),  and  give  Zakaah,  and 
they  bow  down  (submit  themselves  with  obedience  to  Allah  in  prayer)"  [al- 
Maa'idah  5:55]. 

This  was  refuted  by  Ibn  Taymiyah  in  detail  in  Minhaaj  as-Sunnah 
an-Nabawiyyah,  7/5-31,  where  he  highlighted  the  falseness  of 
this  report  with  regard  to  its  chain  of  narrators  (isnaad)  and  its 
meaning,  on  several  counts. 
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giving  zakaah  whilst  bowing  in  the  prayer)  then  it  would 
not  be  right  for  anyone  to  attain  a  position  of  leadership 
except  one  who  gives  zakaah  whilst  bowing,  so  none  of 
the  rest  of  the  Sahabah  or  the  Prophet's  family  would 
have  the  right  to  become  leaders. 

An  action  is  only  praised  when  it  is  obligatory  or  mustahabb, 
and  giving  zakaah  whilst  praying  is  neither  obligatory  nor 
mustahabb,  according  to  the  consensus  of  Muslim  scholars. 
Prayer  is  a  preoccupation,  so  how  can  someone  be  praised 
for  doing  something  else  whilst  praying? 

If  giving  zakaah  whilst  praying  was  something  good,  it 
would  make  no  difference  whether  that  was  done  whilst 
bowing  or  in  any  other  posture  of  the  prayer;  rather 
giving  it  whilst  standing  or  sitting  would  be  easier. 

'  Ali  did  not  have  to  give  zakaah  at  the  time  of  the  Prophet 
M  (because  he  was  too  poor). 

Moreover,  he  did  not  have  a  ring;  the  people  did  not 
wear  rings  until  the  Prophet  wrote  a  letter  to  Chosroes 
and  was  advised  that  they  would  not  accept  any  letter 
unless  it  had  a  seal,  so  he  acquired  a  ring  of  silver  and 
had  engraved  on  it  the  words  "Muhammad  Rasool- 
Allah  (Muhammad  the  Messenger  of  Allah)." 

Giving  something  other  than  a  ring  in  zakaah  is  better 
than  giving  a  ring,  because  many  of  the  fuqaha'  say  that 
giving  a  ring  is  not  acceptable  as  zakaah. 

This  hadeeth  states  that  he  gave  the  ring  to  a  beggar,  but 
the  appropriate  way  to  give  zakaah  is  to  give  it  of  one's 
own  accord  at  the  time  when  it  becomes  due,  and  not  to 
wait  for  a  beggar  to  ask  for  it. 

This  wording  (in  the  verse)  appears  in  the  context  of 
the  prohibition  on  taking  the  disbelievers  as  protectors 
and  friends  and  the  command  to  take  the  believers  as 


protectors  and  friends,  as  is  clear  from  the  context. 

We  will  discuss  this  verse  further  below.  The  Raafidis 
hardly  ever  produce  a  quotation  to  support  their  argument 
but  it  turns  out  to  be  proof  against  them,  not  for  them.  This 
is  the  case  when  they  quote  this  verse  to  support  the  idea 
of  wilaayah  in  the  sense  of  leadership,  whereas  the  verse 
is  actually  speaking  of  wilaayah  in  the  sense  of  friendship 
which  is  the  opposite  of  enmity;  in  fact  the  Raafidis  behave 
contrary  to  this  verse  (by  taking  the  disbelievers  as  friends). 

1 29.  Comment  on  the  hadeeth  of  Dhu'l- 
Khuwaysirah 

(2/420) 

In  as-Saheehayn  it  is  narrated  from  the  Prophet  M  that  when 
Dhu'l-Khuwaysirah  said  to  him:  Be  fair,  O  Muhammad,  for 
you  have  not  been  fair!  The  Prophet  M  said: 

"You  are  doomed  and  lost  if  I  am  not  fair.  Would  you 
not  trust  me  when  I  am  the  trustee  of  the  One  Who  is  in 
heaven?  "W 

The  Saheeh  report  is  in  al-Fath.  What  is  meant  is:  You  are 
doomed  and  lost  if  I  am  not  just.  If  you  think  that  I  am  unjust 
when  you  believe  that  I  am  a  Prophet,  then  you  think  that  it 
is  possible  that  the  Messenger  in  whom  you  believe  could  be 
unjust,  and  this  is  loss  and  doom,  because  that  is  contrary  to 
the  concept  of  Prophethood  and  undermines  it. 

130.  Enjoining  that  which  is  beyond  people's 
capacity  may  be  explained  in  two  ways 

1 .   Either  it  is  beyond  a  person  because  he  is  incapable  of  doing 


(1)     Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Manaaqib;  Muslim,  Kitaab  az- 
Zakaah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Sa'eed  al-Khudri 


it,  such  as  ordering  a  blind  slave  to  copy  out  the  Mushaf. 

2.  Or  it  is  instructing  him  to  do  the  opposite  of  what  he  is 
already  doing,  such  as  telling  one  who  is  sitting  to  stand 
up. 

(3/25) 

"What  is  beyond  a  person's  capacity"  may  be  explained 
as  that  which  is  beyond  a  person  because  he  is  incapable  of 
doing  it,  and  Allah  never  enjoins  anyone  to  do  such  a  thing; 
or  it  may  be  explained  as  meaning  what  a  person  cannot  do 
because  he  is  preoccupied  with  the  opposite,  and  this  is  what 
is  possible  and  may  be  enjoined,  as  the  way  people  interact 
with  one  another  is  based  on  this.  People  differentiate 
between  the  two,  so  no  master  would  instruct  a  blind  slave 
to  copy  out  Mushafs,  but  if  he  is  sitting  he  may  tell  him  to 
stand  up.  The  difference  between  the  two  is  obvious. 

1 31 .  Falseness  of  the  story  about  the  repentance  of 
Bishr  al-Haafi  at  the  hand  of  Moosa  ibn  Ja'far 

(4/15-16) 

The  Raafidi  Ibn  al-Mutahhir  said:  "At  his  hand  Bishr  al- 
Haafi  repented,  because  he  (Moosa  ibn  Ja'far)  passed  by  his 
house  in  Baghdad  and  heard  music,  the  voices  of  singers 
and  the  sounds  of  flutes  coming  out  of  that  house.  A  slave 
girl  came  out,  carrying  some  vegetable  waste,  and  threw  it 
in  the  street.  He  said  to  her:  "O  slave  girl,  is  the  owner  of 
this  house  a  free  man  or  a  slave?"  She  said:  "He  is  a  free 
man."  He  said:  "You  are  telling  the  truth;  if  he  was  a  slave 
he  would  have  feared  his  master."  When  the  slave  girl  went 
back  into  the  house  her  master,  who  was  drinking  alcohol  at 
the  table,  said:  "What  kept  you  from  us?"  She  said:  "A  man 
spoke  to  me  and  said  such  and  such."  He  went  out  barefoot 
(haafiyan)  and  caught  up  with  our  master  Moosa  ibn  Ja'far, 


and  announced  his  repentance  to  him." 

Ibn  Taymiyah  responded  to  this  story  by  saying: 
(4/57) 

With  regard  to  his  saying  "At  his  hand  Bishr  al-Haafi(1) 
repented,"  this  is  a  false  story  fabricated  by  someone  who 
knows  nothing  about  either  Moosa  ibn  Ja'far  or  Bishr.  When 
Moosa  ibn  Ja'far  was  brought  by  ar-Rasheed  to  Iraq  he 
detained  him,  so  he  would  not  be  one  of  those  who  would 
be  able  to  pass  by  the  house  of  Bishr  or  anyone  else. 

1 32.  The  truth  about  the  poet  Abu  Nawaas 

Ibn  Taymiyah  (may  Allah  have  mercy  on  him)  said,  refuting 
the  Raafidis: 

(4/65) 

That  is  why  they  quote  the  poetry  of  Abu  Nawaas;  even 
if  these  lines  of  verse  can  be  soundly  attributed  to  him,  it 
is  not  appropriate  in  order  to  prove  a  person's  virtue  to 
quote  the  testimony  of  a  poet  who  was  known  for  lying  and 
excessive  immorality,  which  is  no  secret  to  anyone  who  has 
the  slightest  knowledge  of  people's  history.  So  how  about  if 
the  words  themselves  reflect  corrupt  meanings?  For  he  said: 

"I  said:  How  could  I  not  praise  an  Imam  to  whose  father 
Jibreel  was  a  servant?" 

133.  Kitaab  at-Tareekh  by  al-Mas'oodi 

(1)  Bishr  ibn  al-Haarith  ibn  'Abd  ar-Rahmaan  ibn  'Ata'  al-Mirwazi, 
who  is  known  as  al-Haafi  (the  Barefoot).  He  was  born  in  152  AH. 
In  the  beginning  he  used  to  walk  barefoot  and  seek  knowledge, 
and  he  became  famous  for  that.  He  was  an  Imam,  ascetic  and 
scholar  of  hadeeth.  When  Imam  Ahmad  was  told  that  Bishr  had 
died,  he  said:  By  Allah,  there  is  no  one  like  him  except  'Aamir  ibn 
'Abd  Qays.  He  died  in  227  AH. 

See:  at-Tabaqaat  al-Kubra  by  Ibn  Sa 'd,  7/342;  al-Hilyah,  8/336; 
SiyarA'laam  an-Nubala',  10/469 
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(4/84) 

The  story  that  is  narrated  by  al-Mas'oodi  has  an 
interrupted  isnaad.  In  Tareekh  al-Mas'oodim  there  are  many 
lies,  the  true  number  of  which  no  one  knows  except  Allah 
M.  so  how  can  we  trust  a  story  that  has  an  interrupted  isnaad 
in  a  book  that  is  known  to  contain  many  lies?  Moreover  the 
story  does  not  refer  to  any  unique  virtue;  rather  it  is  a  virtue 
that  is  found  in  many  ordinary  Muslims,  in  whom  virtues 
greater  than  that  are  also  found. 

1 34.  When  turmoil  (fitnah)  occurs,  the  rational 
people  will  be  unable  to  calm  down  the  foolish 

(4/343) 

When  turmoil  (fitnah)  occurs,  the  rational  people  will  be 
unable  to  calm  down  the  foolish,  and  the  people  of  dignity 
will  be  unable  to  extinguish  the  turmoil  and  calm  people 
down.  This  is  true  of  turmoil  as  Allah  M  says: 

"And  fear  the  Fitnah  (affliction  and  trial,  etc.)  which 
affects  not  in  particular  (only)  those  of  you  who  do 
wrong." 

[al-Anfaal  8:25] 

When  turmoil  occurs,  no  one  is  safe  from  being  affected 
by  it  except  those  whom  Allah  protects. 


(1)  Al-Mas'oodi:  Abu'I-Hnsan  'AH  ibn  al-Husayn  ibn  'Ali  ibn 
Dhariyyah  ibn  Mas'ood.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  scholars  of 
Baghdad,  who  also  lived  in  Egypt  for  a  while.  He  was  a  storyteller 
who  narrated  a  lot  of  entertaining,  amazing  and  strange  stories. 
He  was  a  Mu'tazili,  and  the  author  of  Murooj  adh-Dhahab.  A\-Hafiz 
said:  His  books  are  filled  with  references  which  indicate  that  he 
was  a  Shi'i  and  Mu'tazili.  He  died  in  346  AH. 
See:  Lisaan  al-Mizaan,  4/256-258,  biography  no.  5797;  Siyar  A'laam 
an-Nubala',  15/569 
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135.  Discussion  on  the  slaying  of  al-Husayn  4&  and 
the  lies  fabricated  and  added  to  the  story  by  the 
Raafidis 

(4/550-552) 

As  for  the  slaying  of  al-Husayn  4s*,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
he  was  killed  unjustly  as  a  martyr,  just  as  other  martyrs 
were  unjustly  killed.  The  killing  of  al-Husayn  was  an  act 
of  disobedience  to  Allah  and  His  Messenger  on  the  part  of 
those  who  killed  him  or  those  who  helped  to  kill  him  or 
approved  of  that.  It  is  a  calamity  that  befell  the  Muslims 
when  al-Husayn  and  the  members  of  his  family  and  others 
were  killed,  but  for  him  it  is  martyrdom  that  raised  him 
in  status,  because  he  and  his  brother  were  predestined  by 
Allah  to  attain  a  high  place  in  Paradise  that  could  not  be 
attained  except  through  this  kind  of  calamity,  as  they  did 
not  have  to  their  credit  great  deeds  and  sacrifices  that  were 
attained  by  others  of  their  family,  because  they  were  raised 
in  the  lap  of  Islam,  in  honour  and  safety.  Al-Hasan  died  of 
poisoning  and  al-Husayn  was  killed,  so  as  to  attain  thereby 
the  position  of  the  blessed  and  to  live  as  martyrs  in  paradise. 
What  happened  to  them  was  not  greater  than  the  killing  of 
the  Prophets,  for  Allah  $g  has  told  us  that  the  Children  of 
Israel  used  to  kill  the  Prophets  unlawfully,  and  the  killing  of 
a  Prophet  is  a  greater  sin  and  calamity. 

Similarly,  the  killing  of  'Ali  &  was  a  greater  sin  and 
calamity,  as  was  the  killing  of  'Uthmaan  As  that  is  the 
case,  what  is  required  at  the  time  of  calamity  is  to  be  patient 
and  to  say  Inna  Lillaahi  wa  inna  ilayji  raaji'oon  (Truly,  to  Allah 
we  belong  and  truly,  to  Him  we  shall  return),  as  Allah  and 
His  Messenger  M  love  us  to  do.  Allah  W,  says: 
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"...  give  glad  tidings  to  As-Sabirin  (the  patient  ones, 
etc.),  Who,  when  afflicted  with  calamity,  say:  Truly!  To 
Allah  we  belong  and  truly,  to  Him  we  shall  return." 

[al-Baqarah  2:155-156] 

In  Musnad  al-Imam  Ahmad  and  Sunan  Ibn  Maajah  it  is 
narrated  from  Faatimah  bint  al-Husayn,  from  her  father  al- 
Husayn,  that  the  Prophet  M  said:  "There  is  no  Muslim  who  is 
afflicted  by  calamity  and  he  remembers  his  calamity  even  when 
time  has  passed  by,  and  says  Inna  Lillaahi  wa  inna  ilayji  raaji'oon 
(Truly,  to  Allah  we  belong  and  truly,  to  Him  we  shall  return)  for 
it,  but  Allah  will  give  him  reward  like  the  reward  (He gave  him)  on 
the  day  when  it  befell  him.  This  report  from  al-Husayn  and 
its  narration  by  his  daughter  who  witnessed  his  murder  is  a 
miracle,  because  the  calamity  of  al-Husayn  is  that  which  is 
remembered  even  with  the  passage  of  time  and  will  always 
be  remembered,  regardless  of  how  much  time  passes.  So  it 
is  prescribed  for  the  Muslim  to  say  Inna  Lillaahi  wa  inna  ilayji 
raaji'oon  (Truly,  to  Allah  we  belong  and  truly,  to  Him  we 
shall  return)  for  it. 

As  for  that  which  is  disliked  by  Allah  and  His  Messenger 
of  slapping  the  cheeks,  rending  the  garment  and  calling 
with  the  call  of  Jaahiliyyah,  this  is  haraam  and  the  Prophet 
M  disavowed  the  one  who  does  that,  as  it  says  in  the  Saheeh 
hadeeth  that  he  said: 

"He  is  not  one  of  us  who  slaps  his  cheeks,  rends  his  garment 
and  calls  with  the  call  of  Jaahiliyyah.  "(2) 

(1)  Narrated  by  Ahmad,  3/256;  Ibn  Maajah,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz,  from 
the  hadeeth  of  Faatimah  bint  al-Husayn  ibn  'Ali,  from  her  father 

*. 

Al-Hafiz  said  in  al-Isaabah,  2/248:  Its  isnaad  is  da'eef.  See:  as-Silsilah  ad- 
Da'eefah  by  al-Albaani,  10/54 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al- 
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And  he  disavowed  the  woman  who  raises  her  voice  when 
calamity  strikes,  referring  to  the  calamity,  the  woman  who 
shaves  her  head  at  the  time  of  calamity,  and  the  woman  who 
rends  her  garment.'1' 

In  as-Saheeh  it  is  narrated  from  the  Prophet  M  that  he  said: 

"If  the  woman  who  wails  (for  the  dead)  does  not  repent 
before  she  dies,  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection  she  will  be 
clothed  in  a  chemise  of  scabs  and  pants  ofpitch."{1) 

A  woman  who  wailed  (for  the  dead)  was  brought  to  'Umar 
ibn  al-Khattaab  4&  and  he  issued  orders  that  she  be  flogged.  It 
was  said  to  him:  "O  Ameer  al-Mu'mineen,  her  hair  has  started 
to  show."  He  said:  "There  is  no  dignity  for  her,  because  she 
discourages  patience  when  Allah  enjoined  it;  Allah  enjoined 
patience  but  she  encourages  panic  and  impatience.  Allah 
forbade  it  (wailing)  but  she  causes  confusion  for  the  living 
and  offence  to  the  deceased.  She  sells  her  tears  and  weeps  for 
the  grief  of  others.  She  is  not  weeping  for  your  deceased  one; 
rather  she  is  weeping  so  she  can  take  your  money. "(3) 

136.  Types  of  people  with  regard  to  the  slaying  of 
al-Husayn  ibn  'Ali  life 

(4/553-554) 

With  regard  to  the  slaying  of  al-Husayn  people  fall 
into  three  categories,  two  extremes  and  a  moderate  group. 
One  of  the  two  extremes  says  that  he  was  rightfully  killed, 
because  he  wanted  to  cause  division  among  the  Muslims 

Eemaan,  from  the  hadeeth  of  'Abdullah  ibn  Mas'ood  & 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al- 
Eemaan,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Moosa  al-Ash'ari 

(2)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu 
Maalik  al-Ash'ari  * 

(3)  I  could  not  find  the  source  of  this  report.  [Editor] 
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and  create  a  split  in  their  ranks,  and  it  was  proven  in  as- 
Saheeh  from  the  Prophet    that  he  said: 

"Whoever  comes  to  you  when  you  are  united  behind  one 
ruler,  wanting  to  cause  division  in  your  community,  kill 


They  said:  al-Husayn  came  when  the  Muslims  were 
united  behind  one  man  and  wanted  to  cause  division  in  their 
ranks.  Some  of  these  people  said  that  he  was  the  first  to  rebel 
against  a  ruler  in  Islam. 

The  other  extreme  said  that  he  was  the  Imam  to  whom 
obedience  was  obligatory  and  no  matter  of  religion  could 
be  fulfilled  except  by  means  of  him:  no  congregational 
prayer  or  Jumu'ah  could  be  offered  except  behind  someone 
appointed  by  him  and  no  enemy  could  be  fought  except  with 
his  consent,  and  so  on. 

As  for  the  moderate  group,  they  are  Ahl  as-Sunnah  who 
said  neither  this  nor  that;  rather  they  said  that  he  was  killed 
unjustly  as  a  martyr  and  he  was  not  in  a  position  of  authority 
in  the  ummah.  The  hadeeth  mentioned  above  cannot  be 
applied  to  him  because,  when  he  heard  what  had  been  done 
to  his  paternal  cousin  Muslim  ibn  'Aqeel,(2)  he  gave  up  the 
issue  and  demanded  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  Yazeed,  who  was 
his  paternal  cousin,  or  to  a  border  post  or  to  his  city.  But  they 
did  not  let  him  do  that  and  they  demanded  that  he  surrender 
to  them  (so  that  they  could  take  him  captive),  but  he  was  not 
required  to  do  so  (according  to  shari'ah). 


1 37.  The  meaning  of  the  verse  in  which  Allah  M 


(1)  Narrated  by  Muslim  in  his  Saheeh,  Kitaab  al-Imaarah. 

(2)  Muslim  ibn  'Aqeel  was  al-Husayn's  envoy  to  Kufah,  whom  he 
sent  ahead  to  rally  support  for  him,  but  he  was  captured  by  the 
governor  of  Kufah  and  executed.  (Translator) 


him."® 


says:  "Say  (0  Muhammad  SAW):  No  reward  do  I 
ask  of  you  for  this  except  to  be  kind  to  me  for  my 
kinship  with  you"  [ash-Shoora  42:23] 

(4/562-564) 

The  Raafidi  view  that  the  verse,  "Say  (O  Muhammad 
SAW):  No  reward  do  I  ask  of  you  for  this  except  to  be 
kind  to  me  for  my  kinship  with  you(1)"  [ash-Shoora  42:23] 
was  revealed  concerning  them  (Ahl  al-Bayt)  is  an  obvious  lie, 
because  this  verse  appears  in  Soorat  ash-Shoora,  and  Soorat 
ash-Shoora  was  revealed  in  Makkah.  So  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  was  revealed  before ' Ali  married  Faatimah  and  before 
she  bore  him  aX-Hasan  and  al-Husayn.  'Ali  married  Faatimah 
in  Madinah  in  2  AH,  and  did  not  consummate  the  marriage 
with  her  until  after  the  battle  of  Badr,  which  took  place  in 
Ramadan  2  AH.  We  have  previously  discussed  the  verse  and 
noted  that  what  it  refers  to  is,  as  Ibn '  Abbaas  explained,  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  tribe  of  Quraysh  but  there  were  ties  of 
kinship  between  them  and  the  Messenger  of  Allah  M,  so  he 
said: 

"I  do  not  ask  you  for  any  reward  for  this  except  that  you 
be  kind  to  be  because  of  the  ties  of  kinship  between  me  and 
you."™ 

Some  writers,  both  Sunni  and  Shi'i,  companions  of  Ahmad 
and  others,  quoted  a  hadeeth  from  the  Prophet  M  which  says 
that  when  this  verse  was  revealed,  they  said:  "O  Messenger 
of  Allah,  who  are  these  people  (referred  to  in  the  verse,  which 
they  understood  as  meaning,  "except  the  love  of  those  near 

(1)  The  Shi' ah  interpreted  this  phrase  as  meaning  "except  the  love  of 
those  near  of  kin". 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari  in  his  Saheeh,  Kitaab  al-Manaaqib;  at- 
Tirmidhi,  Kitaab  at-Tafseer 


M3 


of  kin)?"  He  said:  '"Ali,  Faatimah  and  their  two  sons."  But 
this  report  is  false,  according  to  the  consensus  of  the  hadeeth 
scholars.  What  highlights  that  is  the  fact  that  this  verse  was 
revealed  in  Makkah,  according  to  scholarly  consensus.  All 
of  Soorat  ash-Shoora  is  Makki  (revealed  in  Makkah);  in  fact 
all  of  the,  "family  of  Haa-Meem"(1)  is  Makki.  Moreover,  'Ali 
did  not  marry  Faatimah  until  after  they  had  migrated  to 
Madinah,  as  stated  above,  and  al-Hasan  and  al-Husayn  were 
not  born  until  3  and  4  AH,  respectively.  So  how  could  it  be 
that  when  this  verse  was  revealed  in  Makkah,  they  said:  O 
Messenger  of  Allah,  who  are  these  people?  He  said:  "  'Ali, 
Faatimah  and  their  two  sons"? 

Al-Hafiz  'Abd  al-Ghaniy  al-Maqdisi  said:  aX-Hasan  was 
born  in  3  AH  in  the  middle  of  Ramadan;  this  is  the  soundest 
opinion  concerning  (the  date  of  his  birth).  And  al-Husayn 
was  born  on  the  fifth  of  Sha'baan  4  AH  or,  it  was  said,  3 
AH.  I  say:  Those  who  are  of  this  opinion  say  that  a\-Hasan 
was  born  in  2  AH,  but  this  is  da'eef  (weak).  It  is  proven  in 
as-Saheeh  that  'Ali  did  not  consummate  the  marriage  with 
Faatimah  <&>  until  after  the  battle  of  Badr. 

138.  Ruling  on  cursing  the  dead 

(4/572-574) 

Moreover,  cursing  the  dead  is  more  serious  than  cursing 
the  living,  because  it  is  proven  in  as-Saheeh  that  the  Prophet 
M  said: 

"Do  not  revile  the  dead,  for  they  are  going  to  meet  what 


(1)  The  "family  of  Haa-Meem"  is  the  soorahs  that  begin  with  "Haa- 
Meem",  namely  Ghaafir  (40),  Fussilat  (41),  ash-Shoora  (42),  az- 
Zukhruf  (43),  ad-Dukhaan  (44),  al-Jaathiyah  (45)  and  al-Ahqaaf 
(46). 


they  sent  on  ahead. 
And  he  said: 

"Do  not  revile  our  dead  lest  that  offend  our  living,  "(2) 

because  some  people  were  reviling  Abu  Jahl  and  other 
kuffaar  like  him  whose  relatives  had  become  Muslim,  so 
reviling  them  could  cause  offence  to  their  relatives. 

With  regard  to  what  is  narrated  from  Ahmad,  what  is 
proven  from  him  in  the  report  of  Saalih  is  that  he  said:  Since 
when  did  you  see  your  father  cursing  anyone?  That  was 
when  it  was  said  to  him:  Why  don't  you  curse  Yazeed?  He 
said:  Since  when  did  you  see  your  father  cursing  anyone? 
And  it  was  proven  from  him  that  when  a  man  mentioned  al- 
Hajjaaj  and  other  wrongdoers  of  his  ilk  and  wanted  to  curse 
them,  he  said: 

"No  doubt!  the  curse  of  Allah  is  on  the  Zalimoon 
(polytheists,  wrong-doers,  oppressors,  etc.)." 

[Hood  11:18] 

He  did  not  like  to  curse  any  particular  individual  by  name. 
The  report  was  narrated  from  him  about  cursing  Yazeed, 
according  to  which  he  said:  Shall  I  not  curse  those  whom 
Allah  cursed?  and  quoted  this  verse  as  evidence.  But  this  is  a 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz,  from  the  hadeeth  of 
'Aa'ishah  •&>. 

(2)  Narrated  by  Ahmad  (30/150);  at-Tirmidhi,  Kitaab  al-Birr  wa's- 
Silah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  al-Mugheerah  ibn  Shu'bah. 

Al-Hafiz  al-'Iraqi  said  in  Takhreej  al-lhya'  (6/456):  It  was  narrated 
by  at-Tirmidhi  from  al-Mugheerah  ibn  Shu  'bah  and  its  men 
are  thiqaat  (trustworthy),  but  some  of  them  inserted  between  al- 
Mugheerah  and  Ziyaad  ibn  'Alaaqah  a  man  whom  they  did  not 
name. 

It  was  classed  as  Saheeh  by  al-Albaani  in  as-Saheehah,  5/520,  no. 
2397 
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report  that  has  an  interrupted  isnaad  (chain  of  narrators)  and 
is  not  proven  to  be  from  him.  The  verse  does  not  speak  about 
cursing  a  particular  individual  by  name.  If  you  were  to  curse 
anyone  who  commits  a  sin,  the  doer  of  which  is  cursed  in 
the  text  of  the  Qur'an  or  hadeeth,  then  the  majority  of  people 
could  be  cursed  by  name.  But  this  verse  is  a  warning  of 
punishment  in  general  terms;  it  is  not  necessarily  going  to 
happen  to  any  specific  individual,  unless  the  conditions  are 
met  and  the  impediments  are  absent.  This  is  if  we  assume 
that  Yazeed  did  something  that  may  be  classified  as  severing 
the  ties  of  kinship. 

1 39.  The  number  of  Muslims  slain  in  Baghdad 
because  of  at-Toosi  and  Ibn  al-'Alqami 

(4/592) 

It  is  strange  that  these  Raafidis  claimed  to  venerate  the  family 
of  Muhammad  %  when  they  helped  to  bring  the  km  fir  Tatars  to 
Baghdad,  the  seat  of  the  caliphate,  and  the  kuffaar  killed  huge 
numbers  of  Muslims,  of  Banu  Haashim  and  others,  the  true 
numbers  of  whom  are  known  only  to  Allah  ffl.  In  Baghdad  they 
killed  1,870,000;  they  killed  the  'Abbasid  caliph  and  took  the 
Haashimi  women  and  children  captive. 

1 40.  A  brilliant  comment  concerning  the  situation  of 
the  Negus  with  his  own  people  and  how  he  adhered 
to  the  rulings  of  Islam  as  much  as  he  could.  It  was 
narrated  that  he  did  not  pray,  give  zakaah,  fast, 
perform  Hajj  or  engage  in  jihad,  yet  despite  that  he 
will  be  blessed  with  Paradise,  because  he  feared 
Allah  (by  adhering  to  the  rulings  of  Islam)  as  much 
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as  he  could 


(5/112-114) 

The  Negus  was  a  Christian  king  but  his  people  did  not 
obey  him  in  entering  Islam;  however  some  of  them  still 
became  Muslim.  Hence,  when  he  died,  there  was  no  one 
there  who  could  offer  the  funeral  prayer  for  him,  so  the 
Prophet  M  offered  the  funeral  prayer  for  him  in  Madinah.  He 
went  out  to  the  prayer  place  with  the  Muslims,  lined  them 
up  in  rows,  and  offered  the  funeral  prayer  for  him.  And  he 
informed  them  of  his  death  on  the  day  he  died;  he  said: 

"A  righteous  brother  of  yours  from  among  the  people  of 
Abyssinia  has  died."m 

He  did  not  adhere  to  many  or  most  of  the  teachings  of 
Islam,  because  he  was  unable  to  do  so.  He  did  not  migrate 
(hijrah),  engage  in  jihad,  or  go  on  pilgrimage  to  the  Ka'bah. 
Rather  it  was  narrated  that  he  did  not  offer  the  five  daily 
prayers,  fast  the  month  of  Ramadan  or  give  zakaah  as 
prescribed,  because  that  would  have  become  known  to  his 
people  and  they  would  have  objected  to  it,  and  he  was  not 
able  to  go  against  them.  We  know  for  certain  that  he  could 
not  have  judged  between  them  according  to  the  rulings  of 
the  Qur'an,  although  Allah  had  enjoined  upon  His  Prophet 
in  Madinah  that  if  the  People  of  the  Book  came  to  him,  he 
should  only  judge  between  them  in  accordance  with  that 
which  Allah  had  revealed,  and  He  warned  him  lest  they  turn 
him  far  away  from  some  of  that  which  Allah  had  sent  down 
to  him  (cf.  5:49),  such  as  the  ruling  on  the  hadd  punishment  of 

(1)  It  was  narrated  from  a  number  of  the  Sahabah,  namely  Abu 
Hurayrah,  Jaabir  ibn  'Abdullah  and  'Imraan  ibn  Husayn  (may 
Allah  be  pleased  with  them  all). 

See:  Saheeh  oZ-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz  and  Kitaab  Manaaqib  al- 
Ansaar;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Janaa'iz 


stoning  for  the  previously-married  person  who  committed 
zina,  or  rulings  on  requiring  a  fair  diyah  (blood  money)  on 
the  basis  of  equality  and  justice  between  those  of  noble 
standing  and  those  of  lowly  standing,  a  life  for  a  life  and  an 
eye  for  an  eye,  and  so  on.  The  Negus  could  not  have  ruled  in 
accordance  with  the  Qur'an,  for  his  people  would  not  have 
accepted  that. 

It  often  happens  that  a  man  is  appointed  as  a  judge 
between  the  Muslims  and  the  Tatars,  or  to  a  position  of 
authority,  and  he  has  in  mind  some  principles  of  justice  that 
he  wants  to  act  upon,  but  he  is  not  able  to  do  so;  rather  there 
are  people  who  prevent  him  from  doing  that.  But  on  no  soul 
does  Allah  place  a  burden  greater  than  it  can  bear  (cf.  2:286). 
'Umar  ibn  'Abd  al-'Azeez  was  opposed  and  fought  because 
of  some  acts  of  justice  that  he  carried  out,  and  it  was  said  that 
he  was  poisoned  because  of  that. 

The  Negus  and  others  like  him  will  be  in  Paradise,  even 
though  they  did  not  adhere  to  some  of  the  teachings  and 
rulings  of  Islam  that  they  were  not  able  to  adhere  to;  rather 
they  carried  out  the  rulings  that  they  were  able  to.  Hence 
Allah  refers  to  this  type  of  the  People  of  the  Book,  as  He  says: 

"And  there  are,  certainly,  among  the  people  of  the 
Scripture  (Jews  and  Christians),  those  who  believe 
in  Allah  and  in  that  which  has  been  revealed  to 
you,  and  in  that  which  has  been  revealed  to  them, 
humbling  themselves  before  Allah.  They  do  not 
sell  the  Verses  of  Allah  for  a  little  price,  for  them  is 
a  reward  with  their  Lord.  Surely,  Allah  is  Swift  in 
account." 

[Aal  'Imraan  3:199] 

Some  of  the  Salaf  said  that  this  verse  was  revealed 
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concerning  the  Negus.  This  was  narrated  from  Jaabir,  Ibn 
'Abbaas  and  Anas.  Others  said  that  it  speaks  of  him  and 
his  companions,  as  was  stated  by  a\-Hasan  and  Qataadah; 
this  was  the  view  of  the  Sahabah.  He  was  their  leader,  and 
the  wording  of  the  verse  is  plural;  it  does  not  refer  to  only 
one  person.  It  was  narrated  that  'Ata'  said:  It  was  revealed 
concerning  forty  of  the  people  of  Najraan,  thirty  of  the  people 
of  Abyssinia  and  eight  of  the  people  of  Byzantium,  who 
were  followers  of  the  religion  of  'Eesa,  then  they  believed  in 
Muhammad  M. 

141 .  Fairness  of  Ahl  as-Sunnah  towards  the  sects 
who  disagree  with  them 

Among  the  Raafidis  are  those  who  are  ascetics  and  devoted 
worshippers,  but  they  are  very  few.  There  is  no  group  among 
the  followers  of  whims  and  desires  who  are  more  ascetic  or  more 
devoted  in  worship  than  the  Khaarijis. 

(5/157) 

Among  the  Raafidis  there  are  some  who  are  devoted 
worshippers,  pious  and  ascetics,  but  they  do  not  reach  the  same 
level  as  other  deviant  groups  in  that  regard.  The  Mu'tazilah 
are  wiser  than  them;  they  have  more  knowledge  and  greater 
religious  commitment,  and  among  them  (the  Mu'tazilah)  lies 
and  immoral  conduct  are  less  common  than  among  the  Raafidis. 
Among  the  Shi' ah,  the  Zaydism  are  better  than  (the  Raafidis); 

(1)  The  Zaydis  are  the  followers  of  Zayd  ibn '  Ali  ibn  al-Husayn,  one 
of  the  Shi'i  sects.  They  believe  that  'Ali  was  superior  to  the  rest 
of  the  Sahabah,  and  that  those  who  commit  major  sins  will  abide 
forever  in  Hell;  they  also  believe  in  rebelling  against  unjust  rulers. 
There  are  several  groups  of  Zaydis. 

See:  at-Tanbeeh  war-Raid  by  al-Malti  (p.  46-48);  Maqaalaat  al- 
Islamiyyeen  by  al-Ash'ari,  1/136-166;  at-Tabseer  fi'd-Deen  by  al- 
Isfaraayeeni,  p.  27-34;  az-Zaydiyyah  by  Ahmad  Subhi. 
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they  are  closer  to  sincerity,  justice  and  knowledge.  Among  the 
deviant  groups  there  are  none  who  are  more  sincere  or  more 
devoted  to  worship  than  the  Khaarijis. 

However,  Ahl  as-Sunnah  deal  justly  and  fairly  with  them 
and  do  not  oppress  or  wrong  them,  because  injustice  is 
haraam  in  all  cases,  as  stated  above.  Rather  Ahl  as-Sunnah 
treat  all  of  them  better  than  they  treat  one  another;  they  are 
even  better  and  more  just  towards  the  Raafidis  than  some  of 
the  Raafidis  are  to  one  another. 

1 42.  Lengthy  discussion  of  the  issue  of  the 
obligatory  parts  of  the  prayer;  the  punishment  of  the 
one  who  neglects  prayer;  and  the  ruling  on  the  one 
who  is  ignorant  of  the  prayer 

(5/198-204) 

Good  deeds  that  are  accepted  expiate  bad  deeds.  Hence 
the  Prophet  M  said,  in  the  Saheeh  hadeeth: 

"The  five  (daily)  prayers,  one  Jumu'ah  to  the  next  and  one 
Ramadan  to  the  next  are  expiation  for  whatever  comes  in 
between  them,  so  long  as  major  sins  are  avoided. 

If  all  sins  could  be  expiated  by  means  of  the  five  daily 
prayers,  there  would  be  no  need  for  Jumu'ah.  But  expiation 
is  only  attained  by  means  of  accepted  good  deeds,  and  most 
people  do  not  attain  the  reward  of  prayer  except  in  part,  so 
sins  commensurate  with  that  (accepted  portion  of  his  prayer) 
will  be  expiated  for  him;  the  rest  still  require  expiation. 
Hence  it  was  narrated  with  more  than  one  isnaad  from  the 
Prophet  H  that  he  said: 

(1)    Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  at-Tahaarah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu 
Hurayrah  4* 
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"The  first  of  his  deeds  for  which  the  Muslim  will  be 
brought  to  account  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection  will  be 
the  (prescribed)  prayers.  If  they  are  complete,  all  well  and 
good,  otherwise  it  will  be  said:  'Look  and  see  whether  he  has 
any  voluntary  prayers.'  If  he  has  any  voluntary  prayers, 
his  prescribed  prayers  will  be  completed  from  his  voluntary 
prayers.  Then  the  same  will  be  done  with  regard  to  all  other 
deeds."® 

The  making  up  of  obligatory  duties  from  voluntary  acts 
is  general  in  application;  the  Day  of  Resurrection  will  be 
the  day  of  recompense  (not  striving;  there  will  be  no  way  to 
make  things  up  on  that  Day).  So  if  a  person  has  omitted  some 
obligatory  duties  and  deserves  punishment,  but  he  has  some 
voluntary  deeds  of  the  same  type  to  his  credit,  they  will  be 
used  to  make  up  the  shortfall  and  he  will  not  be  punished. 
If  his  reward  is  lacking  and  he  has  some  voluntary  deeds  to 
his  credit,  they  will  be  used  to  make  up  the  shortfall  and  his 
reward  will  become  complete.  But  in  this  world  he  is  enjoined 
to  repeat  whatever  he  can  of  obligatory  deeds  he  did  that  were 
flawed,  or  to  make  up  for  them  by  doing  a  compensatory 
action  such  as  the  two  prostrations  of  forgetfulness  in  the 
prayer,  or  offering  a  compensatory  sacrifice  for  obligatory 
actions  omitted  during  Hajj,  or  offering  zakaat  al-fitr  which 
has  been  enjoined  as  purification  for  the  fasting  person  from 
idle  talk  and  foul  speech.  That  is  because,  if  he  is  able  to  carry 
out  the  obligatory  action  then  he  must  do  so  and  he  cannot 
be  absolved  of  that  responsibility;  rather  it  is  required  of  him 


(1)  Narrated  by  Ahmad,  13/273;  Abu  Dawood,  Kitaab  as-Salaah;  an- 
Nasaa'i,  Kitaab  as-Salaah;  at-Tirmidhi,  Kitaab  as-Salaah  -  he  classed 
it  as  Saheeh;  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Hurayrah  It  was  classed  as 
Saheeh  by  al-Haakim  and  adh-Dhahabi  agreed  with  him. 
It  was  also  narrated  by  Ahmad,  24/293,  from  a  number  of  the 
Companions  of  the  Prophet  & 
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as  it  is  required  of  the  one  who  did  not  do  it.  This  is  unlike 
the  situation  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection  when  he  will  not  be 
able  to  make  it  up,  and  he  will  have  nothing  left  but  his  good 
deeds. 

Hence  the  majority  of  scholars  are  of  the  view  that  the 
one  who  failed  to  do  one  of  the  obligatory  parts  of  the  prayer 
deliberately  has  to  repeat  the  prayer,  so  long  as  he  is  able  to 
do  so,  which  means  repeating  it  within  the  time  allocated 
for  it.  This  is  the  view  of  Maalik,  ash-Shaafa'i  and  Ahmad; 
however  Maalik  and  Ahmad  also  say  that  there  could  be 
some  obligatory  parts  that  may  be  omitted  by  mistake,  in 
which  case  the  prostration  of  f orgetf ulness  may  compensate 
for  them,  and  the  prostration  of  f orgetfulness  is  obligatory 
in  their  view.  Ash-Shaafa'i  said  that  if  any  obligatory  part 
of  the  prayer  is  omitted,  the  prayer  is  rendered  invalid, 
whether  it  is  omitted  deliberately  or  by  mistake.  In  his  view 
the  prostration  of  forgetfulness  is  not  obligatory,  because 
if  something  is  omitted  from  the  prayer  by  mistake  yet  the 
prayer  remains  valid,  then  in  that  case  the  part  that  was 
omitted  is  not  obligatory  and  omitting  it  does  not  render  the 
prayer  invalid.  But  the  majority  regard  the  prostration  of 
forgetfulness  as  obligatory,  such  as  Maalik,  Abu  Haneefah 
and  Ahmad.  They  said  that  the  Prophet  M  enjoined  it,  and 
this  command  implies  that  it  is  obligatory.  They  also  say  that 
adding  anything  to  the  prayer,  if  done  deliberately,  renders 
the  prayer  invalid  according  to  consensus,  such  as  adding 
a  fifth  rak'ah  deliberately  or  deliberately  saying  the  salaam 
before  completing  the  prayer.  But  if  he  does  that  by  mistake, 
then  he  should  do  the  prostration  of  forgetfulness  according 
to  the  hadeeth  and  according  to  consensus. 

This  prostration  concerning  the  addition  to  that  prayer 
is  valid  if  it  was  done  by  mistake  but  not  if  it  was  done 


«2 


deliberately.  The  same  applies  to  omissions  from  the  prayer. 
So  prostration  may  sometimes  be  done  for  something 
that  was  added  and  sometimes  for  what  was  omitted,  as 
the  Prophet  M  did  the  prostration  of  forgetfulness  when 
he  omitted  the  first  tashahhud.  But  if  someone  does  that 
deliberately,  his  prayer  becomes  invalid  according  to  Maalik 
and  Ahmad.  As  for  Abu  Haneef ah,  he  may  regard  something 
as  obligatory  in  prayer  even  though  he  says  that  it  does  not 
invalidate  the  prayer  if  it  is  omitted  whether  deliberately  or 
by  mistake;  rather  he  says  that  a  person  is  doing  wrong  by 
omitting  it,  such  as  failing  to  be  at  ease  in  the  prayer  or  to 
recite  al-Faatihah. 

This  is  a  matter  concerning  which  the  majority  disagreed 
with  him  and  said:  if  a  person  deliberately  omits  an  obligatory 
act  of  the  prayer,  he  has  to  repeat  the  prayer  wherever  possible, 
because  he  has  not  done  what  was  enjoined  upon  him  when  he 
was  able  to  do  it,  so  it  cannot  be  waived  in  his  case. 

In  as-Saheehayn,  (al-Bukhari  and  Muslim)  narrated  the 
hadeeth  of  the  one  who  prayed  badly,  when  the  Prophet  M 
said  to  him: 

"Go  back  and  pray  for  you  have  not  prayed. " 

He  instructed  him  to  offer  the  prayer  in  which  there  is  a 
sense  of  focus  and  ease.(1)  This  Saheeh  hadeeth  indicates  that  if 
a  person  omits  an  obligatory  part  of  the  prayer,  what  he  has 
done  is  not  prayer;  rather  he  should  be  instructed  to  pray  (as 
if  he  did  not  pray).  The  Lawgiver  ^  did  not  tell  him  that  he 
had  not  prayed  except  that  some  of  the  obligatory  parts  of 
the  prayer  were  omitted.  He  said,  "for  you  have  not  prayed" 
because  the  man  omitted  some  of  the  obligatory  parts  of  the 

(1)  The  hadeeth  was  narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Aymaan  wa'n- 
Nudhoor;  Muslim,  Kitaab  as-Salaah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu 
Hurayrah 
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prayer,  so  his  prayer  was  incomplete  and  was  not  done  in 
the  manner  prescribed  in  the  verse  in  which  Allah  says: 

"but  when  you  are  free  from  danger,  perform  As- 
Salat  (Iqamat  as  Salat)." 

[an-Nisa'  4:103] 

So  Allah  has  enjoined  us  to  do  it  properly.  When  He 
enjoined  us  to  perform  Hajj  and  'Umrah  properly,  in  the 
verse  in  which  He  says: 

"And  perform  properly  the  Hajj  and  Umrah." 

[al-Baqarah  2:196] 

that  implies  that  the  Lawgiver  has  made  it  a  must  that 
all  the  obligatory  parts  of  these  actions  be  done;  so  if  some 
of  them  are  omitted,  they  must  be  compensated  for.  Thus 
it  is  known  that  if  he  does  not  do  properly  that  which  he  is 
enjoined  to  do,  and  fails  to  do  it  as  it  should  be  done,  then  he 
has  to  repeat  whatever  he  can  or  do  something  to  compensate 
for  it.  Thus  he  instructed  the  one  whom  he  saw  praying  on 
his  own  behind  the  row  to  repeat  the  prayer(1),  and  he  said: 

"There  is  no  prayer  for  the  me  who  prays  on  his  own 
behind  the  row.  "(2) 

It  was  classed  as  Saheeh  by  Ahmad  ibn  Hanbal,  Ishaaq  ibn 

(1)  Narrated  by  Abu  Dawood,  Kitaab  as-Salaah;  Ibn  Maajah,  Kitaab 
Iqaamat  as-Salaah  wa's-Sunnah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Waabisah  ibn 
Ma'bad     Classed  as  Saheeh  by  Ibn  Hibbaan. 

(2)  Narrated  by  Ibn  Maajah,  Kitaab  Iqaamat  as-Salaah  wa's-Sunnah, 
from  the  hadeeth  of  'AH  ibn  Shaybaan  4» 

al-Athram  said,  narrating  from  Ahmad:  It  is  a  hasan  hadeeth. 
Al-Buwaysiri  said  in  az-Zawaa'id:  Its  isnaad  is  Saheeh  and  its  men 
are  thiqaat. 

For  more  information  see:  Talkhees  al-Habeer  by  a\-Hafiz  Ibn  Hajar, 
2/154 


Raahawayh,  Ibn  Hazm  and  other  scholars  of  hadeeth. 

If  it  is  said  that  we  may  understand  from  the  hadeeth  about 
the  one  who  prayed  badly,  that  was  narrated  by  the  authors 
of  as-Sunan  from  the  hadeeth  of  Rifaa'ah  ibn  Raafi',  that  he 
was  to  be  blamed  for  what  he  omitted  of  the  prayer  only, 
and  what  he  did  was  to  be  counted  for  him,  and  he  was  not 
like  one  who  did  not  pray  at  all,  the  response  is:  we  agree 
that  whoever  prays  but  omits  some  obligatory  parts  of  the 
prayer  is  not  like  the  one  who  has  not  done  anything  of  it 
at  all.  Indeed  he  will  be  rewarded  for  what  he  has  done  and 
will  be  punished  for  what  he  omitted.  Rather  he  is  instructed 
to  repeat  it  so  as  to  ward  off  the  punishment  for  what  he  had 
omitted,  because  omitting  an  obligatory  action  is  a  cause  of 
punishment.  If  he  will  be  punished  for  omitting  some  of  it, 
then  he  has  to  do  all  of  it.  If  it  is  possible  to  compensate  for 
it  or  it  is  possible  to  repeat  what  he  omitted  on  its  own,  then 
he  should  do  that,  otherwise  he  has  to  do  it  with  all  the  other 
actions  too  (that  is,  repeat  the  entire  prayer),  when  it  is  not 
possible  to  do  the  omitted  action  on  its  own. 

If  it  is  said  that  doing  the  omitted  action  on  its  own  is  not 
regarded  as  an  act  of  worship,  he  will  not  be  rewarded  for  it 
in  the  first  place, 

The  response  to  that  is:  the  way  he  did  the  prayer  was 
based  on  his  own  understanding,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
and  he  did  not  realise  that  it  is  not  permissible  to  omit  that 
particular  part  of  the  prayer,  or  he  made  the  mistake  out  of 
forgetfulness,  like  the  one  who  prayed  without  wudu',  or 
forgot  to  recite  Qur'an,  or  omitted  the  obligatory  prostration. 
Therefore  he  will  be  rewarded  for  what  he  did  and  will  not 
be  punished  for  what  he  forgot  or  for  his  mistake.  But  he 
should  be  instructed  to  repeat  it,  because  he  has  not  done 
what  was  enjoined  upon  him  in  the  first  place.  This  is  like 
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the  one  who  sleeps  (and  misses  the  prayer),  then  wakes  up 
within  the  time  for  that  prayer.  He  should  be  instructed 
to  pray,  because  it  is  obligatory  for  him  to  pray  on  time  if 
possible.  Otherwise  he  should  offer  the  prayer  whenever 
he  wakes  up,  because  he  is  enjoined  to  do  it  at  that  time. 
In  cases  where  it  is  enjoined  to  repeat  the  prayer,  it  is  thus 
known  that  it  is  not  permissible  to  do  the  omitted  action  on 
its  own  (rather  he  has  to  repeat  the  entire  prayer). 

If  it  is  said:  if  there  is  someone  who  prayed  and 
deliberately  omitted  some  obligatory  actions  that  he  knew 
were  obligatory,  the  response  is  that  he  deserves  to  be 
punished,  because  he  has  sinned  by  doing  this,  and  his  sin 
may  be  like  the  sin  of  one  who  did  not  offer  that  prayer.  If 
we  assume  that  he  may  be  rewarded,  he  will  not  receive  the 
same  level  of  reward  as  the  one  who  did  it  as  enjoined.  At 
best  it  may  be  said  that  he  may  be  rewarded  commensurate 
with  the  quality  of  his  prayer.  But  if  he  did  not  know  that 
a  given  action  was  obligatory  or  forbidden,  he  will  still  be 
rewarded  for  what  he  did.  Allah  M  says: 

"So  whosoever  does  good  equal  to  the  weight  of  an 
atom  (or  a  small  ant),  shall  see  it. 

And  whosoever  does  evil  equal  to  the  weight  of  an 
atom  (or  a  small  ant),  shall  see  it." 

[az-Zalzalah  99:8,9] 

Reciting  Qur'an,  remembering  Allah  (dhikr)  and  calling 
upon  Him  (du'aa')  are  still  good  (despite  any  shortcomings), 
because  the  Muslim  does  not  deliberately  pray  facing  any 
direction  other  than  the  qiblah,  or  without  wudoo, '  or  without 
bowing  or  prostrating;  the  one  who  does  that  deliberately 
is  subject  to  blame  and  punishment.  Yet  it  may  be  the  case 
that  if  he  does  that  deliberately  whilst  recognising  that  he  is 
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sinning,  not  by  way  of  carelessness  or  mockery  but  by  way 
of  laziness,  he  may  still  be  rewarded  for  what  he  has  done  of 
it.  This  is  like  the  one  who  omits  one  of  the  obligatory  parts 
of  Hajj  that  require  a  sacrifice  to  be  offered  to  compensate  for 
the  omission.  But  his  reward  will  not  be  like  the  reward  of 
the  one  who  does  it  properly  as  enjoined. 

143.  Is  there  a  need  to  read  the  books  of  ahl  al-kalaam? 

(5/283) 

In  brief,  the  books  of  ahl  al-kalaam  may  be  useful  (for  the 
one  who  needs  to  refute  their  arguments),  to  study  how  they 
refute  one  another.  This  is  something  that  is  not  needed  by 
one  who  has  no  need  to  refute  their  false  notions,  because 
their  false  notions  never  crossed  his  mind  and  there  is  no  one 
who  is  trying  to  present  these  notions  to  him  (and  win  him 
over)  and  he  is  not  reading  books  where  these  notions  or 
arguments  are  presented.  Moreover,  (reading  these  books) 
will  not  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  one  who  does  not  understand 
the  refutation  of  their  notions;  rather  he  may  be  adversely 
affected  if  he  understands  the  specious  argument  of  ahl  al- 
kalaam  but  does  not  understand  the  refutation. 

144.  The  one  who  utters  out  loud  the  intention  (niyyah)  for 
prayer  and  fasting  is  like  one  who  wants  to  eat  and  says:  I 
intend  to  reach  out  my  hand  to  take  a  morsel  of  food  and 
eat  it,  then  he  wants  to  drink  and  says:  I  intend  to  reach 
out  my  hand  to  take  the  cup  and  drink  some  water 

(5/398-399) 

A  person  may  have  ideas  and  intentions  in  his  heart  that 
he  does  not  realise  are  in  his  heart;  the  presence  of  something 
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in  the  heart  is  one  thing  and  realising  it  is  there  is  something 
else. 

Hence  you  may  find  one  of  these  people  trying  to  create 
intention  in  his  heart  when  it  is  already  there.  So  you  see  him 
exhausting  himself  a  great  deal  because  of  his  ignorance.  This 
is  like  the  one  who  is  affected  by  waswaas  (whispers  from  the 
Shaytaan)  during  the  prayer.  That  is  because  everyone  who 
does  an  action  voluntarily,  knowing  what  he  is  doing,  will 
inevitably  have  the  intention  in  his  heart  to  do  it;  for  that  to 
happen  without  intention  in  the  heart,  which  is  the  will,  is 
not  possible. 

If  a  person  knows  that  he  is  getting  up  to  pray,  then  he  is 
intending  to  pray.  It  cannot  be  imagined  that  he  would  pray 
without  intending  to  pray.  So  striving  to  form  the  intention 
in  this  case  is  the  result  of  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  intention 
and  how  it  exists  in  the  heart. 

By  the  same  token,  if  a  person  knows  that  tomorrow 
will  be  Ramadan  and  he  is  a  Muslim  who  believes  that  it  is 
obligatory  to  fast  and  he  wants  to  fast,  this  is  the  intention 
(niyyah)  of  fasting,  and  when  he  has  his  supper,  he  is  having 
the  supper  of  a  person  who  intends  to  fast. 

Hence  there  is  a  difference  between  supper  on  the  night 
before  Eid  and  supper  on  the  nights  of  Ramadan.  On  the 
night  before  Eid,  a  person  know  that  he  is  not  going  to 
fast,  so  he  does  not  want  to  fast  and  he  does  not  intend  to 
fast,  and  he  does  not  eat  like  one  who  wants  to  fast.  This  is 
like  a  person  who  eats,  drinks,  walks,  rides  and  put  on  his 
clothes;  if  he  knows  that  he  is  going  to  do  these  things,  then 
he  inevitably  intends  to  do  them  and  this  is  his  intention 
(niyyah).  If  he  says  out  loud:  I  intend  to  put  my  hand  in  the 
vessel  to  take  a  morsel  of  food  and  eat  it,  then  people  would 


regard  him  as  foolish.  The  same  applies  to  the  one  who  utters 
similar  phrases  when  it  comes  to  the  intention  (niyyah)  to 
pray,  purify  oneself  or  fast. 

145.  If  a  Sahaabi  issues  a  fatwa  concerning  some  matter 
and  the  Sunnah  is  contrary  to  that,  because  a  particular 
hadeeth  did  not  reach  him,  he  will  be  commended  for 
his  ijtihaad  and  will  be  rewarded  for  it,  and  the  one  who 
reaches  the  right  conclusion  will  have  a  twofold  reward 

There  are  some  matters  concerning  which  'Ali  4s>  issued  fatwas 
according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  (ijtihaad)  in  which  he  differed 
from  the  Sunnah,  but  he  will  be  rewarded  for  his  ijithaad 

(6/27-29) 

By  the  same  token,  with  regard  to  all  of  the  Sahabah  who 
were  qualified  to  engage  in  ijtihaad  (and  worked  out  issues  to 
the  best  of  their  knowledge),  if  they  issued  a  fatwa  or  ruling 
on  the  matter  and  the  Sunnah  was  contrary  to  that,  because 
a  particular  hadeeth  did  not  reach  them,  they  will  still  be 
rewarded  for  their  ijtihaad  because  they  were  obeying  the 
command  of  Allah  and  His  Messenger  in  striving  to  reach 
verdicts  according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge.  And  those 
who  strove  to  work  it  out  and  got  it  right  will  have  a  twofold 
reward. 

However  the  scholars  disagreed  as  to  whether  it  could 
be  said  that  everyone  who  engages  in  ijtihaad  is  right,  or  can 
only  one  of  them  be  right? 

The  answer  is:  if  what  we  mean  by  the  one  who  is  right 
is  the  one  who  is  obedient  to  Allah  and  His  Messenger,  then 
everyone  who  engages  in  ijtihaad  and  tries  his  best  to  reach 
a  verdict  with  sincerity  to  Allah  is  being  obedient  to  Allah 
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and  His  Messenger,  because  on  no  soul  does  Allah  place  a 
burden  greater  than  it  can  bear,  and  if  an  individual  was 
unable  to  reach  the  correct  verdict  concerning  some  issue,  he 
is  not  to  be  blamed. 

But  if  what  is  meant  by  the  one  who  is  right  is  the  one 
who  is  aware  of  the  rulings  of  Allah  concerning  some  issue, 
then  there  can  be  only  one  who  is  right,  and  there  can  be 
only  one  ruling  concerning  the  matter.  This  is  like  those  who 
try  to  work  out  the  direction  of  the  qiblah.  If  the  ijtihaad  or 
effort  of  each  one  leads  him  to  a  particular  direction,  each 
of  them  is  being  obedient  to  Allah  and  His  Messenger  (by 
trying  to  work  it  out)  and  has  fulfilled  his  duty  by  praying 
facing  towards  the  direction  in  which  he  believes  the  Ka'bah 
lies.  But  there  can  be  only  one  who  has  worked  out  the 
correct  direction  of  the  Ka'bah  and  offered  his  prayer  facing 
towards  it.  Allah  has  blessed  this  person  with  knowledge 
and  the  ability  to  reach  the  correct  verdict  and  act  upon  it, 
so  his  reward  will  be  greater,  just  as  "the  strong  believer  is 
better  and  more  beloved  to  Allah  than  the  weak  believer, 
although  there  is  good  in  both."(1)  Narrated  by  Muslim  in  his 
Saheeh  from  the  Prophet  M- 

For  example,  'Ali  issued  a  ruling  concerning  a  woman 
whose  mahr  was  not  specified,  stating  that  the  mahr  is  to 
be  waived  in  the  event  of  the  husband's  death,  even  though 
the  Prophet  M  had  ruled  in  the  case  of  Buroo'  bint  Waashiq 
that  she  was  entitled  to  a  mahr  like  that  of  women  of  similar 
standing.(2) 

Also,  'Ali's  proposal  of  marriage  to  the  daughter  of  Abu 

(1)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Qadr,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu 
Hurayrah  4* 

(2)  The  story  was  mentioned  by  al-Hafiz  Ibn  Ha  jar  in  al-Isaabah, 
4/244 
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Jahl  provoked  the  anger  of  the  Prophet  M,  so  he  withdrew 
the  proposal."'  And  when  the  Prophet  %  tried  to  wake  him 
and  Faatimah  up  to  pray  at  night,  he  gave  an  argument 
based  on  the  belief  in  the  divine  decree.  When  the  Prophet  M 
said:  "Why  don't  you  two  get  up  and  pray?"  'Ali  said:  Our 
souls  are  in  the  hand  of  Allah;  if  He  willed  to  wake  us  up,  He 
would  wake  us  up.  And  the  Prophet  M  turned  away,  striking 
his  thigh  and  saying: 

"But,  man  is  ever  more  quarrelsome  than  anything." 

[al-Kahf  18:54]  <2> 

146.  Insanity  is  of  two  types 

1.  Permanent  insanity 

2.  Intermittent  insanity  (which  is  the  more  common) 
(6/50) 

Many  or  most  of  the  insane  may  have  periods  of  lucidity 
when  they  can  understand  things.  'Umar  thought  that  she 
(the  insane  woman  who  committed  zina)  had  committed 
zina  during  a  period  when  she  was  sane  and  lucid.  The 
word  majnoon  (insane)  is  applied  to  the  one  who  is  either 
permanently  or  intermittently  insane.  Hence  the  fuqaha' 
divided  insanity  into  these  two  categories:  permanent 
insanity,  which  is  rare,  and  the  more  common  type  of 
insanity  which  is  intermittent. 

1 47.  When  Yazeed  ibn  'Abd  al-Malik  became  caliph 


(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  ash-Shuroot,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  Ashaab 
an-Nabi  %  and  Kitaab  an-Nikaah;  Muslim,  Kitaab  Fadaa  'il  as-Sahabah, 
from  the  hadeeth  of  al-Miswar  ibn  Makhramah 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  at-Tafseer,  from  the  hadeeth  of  'Ali 
ibn  Abi  Taalib  4s> 


461 


after  'Umar  ibn  'Abel  al-'Azeez,  he  wanted  to  follow 
in  his  footsteps,  but...! 

(6/200) 

When  'Umar  ibn ' Abd  al-'Azeez  became  caliph,  he  revived 
that  which  had  been  erased  of  the  Sunnah  and  justice.  Then 
he  died,  and  Yazeed  ibn  'Abd  al-Malik  wanted  to  follow 
in  his  footsteps,  but  twenty  shaykhs  of  the  supporters  of 
'Uthmaan  came  to  him  and  swore  to  him  by  Allah,  besides 
Whom  there  is  no  other  god,  that  when  Allah  appoints  a 
man  to  the  position  of  caliph,  He  accepts  his  good  deeds  and 
pardons  his  bad  deeds,  so  he  gave  up  trying  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  'Umar  ibn  'Abd  al-'Azeez. 

148.  Ten  things  that  expiate  sins 

(6/205-239) 

Generally  speaking,  the  cause  of  punishment  for  the 
believers  is  sin,  but  the  punishment  in  the  hereafter  in  hell 
may  be  warded  off  by  approximately  ten  things: 

Repentance 

The  one  who  repents  from  sin  is  like  the  one  who  did 
not  sin.  Repentance  is  accepted  for  all  sins,  kufr  (disbelief), 
evildoing  and  disobedience.  Allah  says: 

"Say  to  those  who  have  disbelieved,  if  they  cease 
(from  disbelief)  their  past  will  be  forgiven.  But  if 
they  return  (thereto),  then  the  examples  of  those 
(punished)  before  them  have  already  preceded  (as 
a  warning)." 

[al-Anfaal  8:38] 

"But  if  they  repent,  perform  As-Salaah  (Iqaamat- 


as-Salaah)  and  give  Zakaah,  then  they  are  your 
brethren  in  religion." 

[at-Tawbah  9:11] 

"Surely,  disbelievers  are  those  who  said:  "Allah 
is  the  third  of  the  three  (in  a  Trinity)."  But  there 
is  no  ilaah  (god)  (none  who  has  the  right  to  be 
worshipped)  but  One  Ilaah  (God  -Allah).  And  if 
they  cease  not  from  what  they  say,  verily,  a  painful 
torment  will  befall  the  disbelievers  among  them. 

Will  they  not  repent  to  Allah  and  ask  His 
Forgiveness?  For  Allah  is  Oft-Forgiving,  Most 
Merciful." 

[al-Maa'idah  5:73-74] 

"Verily,  those  who  put  into  trial  the  believing 
men  and  believing  women  (by  torturing  them  and 
burning  them),  and  then  do  not  turn  in  repentance, 
(to  Allah),  will  have  the  torment  of  Hell,  and  they 
will  have  the  punishment  of  the  burning  Fire." 

[al-Burooj  85:10] 

A\-Hasan  al-Basri  said:  Look  at  this  kindness  and 
generosity;  they  persecuted  His  close  friends  and  tortured 
them  with  fire,  but  He  is  calling  them  to  repent.  Repentance 
is  for  every  believing  slave,  as  Allah  $g  says: 

"Truly,  We  did  offer  Al-Amaanah  (the  trust  or  moral 
responsibility  or  honesty  and  all  the  duties  which 
Allah  has  ordained)  to  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
and  the  mountains,  but  they  declined  to  bear  it  and 
were  afraid  of  it  (i.e.  afraid  of  Allah's  Torment).  But 
man  bore  it.  Verily,  he  was  unjust  (to  himself)  and 
ignorant  (of  its  results). 


So  that  Allah  will  punish  the  hypocrites,  men 
and  women,  and  the  men  and  women  who  are  Al- 
Mushrikoon  (the  polytheists,  idolaters,  pagans, 
disbelievers  in  the  Oneness  of  Allah,  and  in  His 
Messenger  Muhammad  SAW).  And  Allah  will 
pardon  (accept  the  repentance  of)  the  true  believers 
of  the  Islamic  Monotheism,  men  and  women.  And 
Allah  is  Ever  Oft-Forgiving,  Most  Merciful." 

[al-Ahzaab  33:72-73] 

Allah  has  told  us  in  His  Book  of  the  repentance  of  His 
Prophets  and  their  call  to  repentance,  as  in  the  following 


"Then  Adam  received  from  his  Lord  Words.  And 
his  Lord  pardoned  him  (accepted  his  repentance). 
Verily,  He  is  the  One  Who  forgives  (accepts 
repentance),  the  Most  Merciful." 

[al-Baqarah  2:37] 

Ibraheem  and  Ismaa'eel  said: 

"Our  Lord!  And  make  us  submissive  unto  You  and 
of  our  offspring  a  nation  submissive  unto  You, 
and  show  us  our  Manaasik  (all  the  ceremonies  of 
pilgrimage  -  Hajj  and  Umrah,  etc.),  and  accept  our 
repentance.  Truly,  You  are  the  One  Who  accepts 
repentance,  the  Most  Merciful." 

[al-Baqarah  2:128] 

Moosa  said: 

"You  are  our  Wali  (Protector),  so  forgive  us  and 
have  Mercy  on  us,  for  You  are  the  Best  of  those  who 
forgive. 


verses: 


And  ordain  for  us  good  in  this  world,  and  in  the 
Hereafter.  Certainly  we  have  turned  unto  You." 

[cd-A'raaf  7:155,  156] 

And  Allah  fg  says: 

"He  [Moosa]  said:  My  Lord!  Verily,  I  have  wronged 
myself,  so  forgive  me.  Then  He  forgave  him.  Verily, 
He  is  the  Oft-Forgiving,  the  Most  Merciful." 

[al-Qasas  28:16] 

"[Moosa  said:]  I  turn  to  You  in  repentance  and  I  am 
the  first  of  the  believers." 

[cd-A'raaf  7:143] 

And  there  are  similar  statements  in  the  stories  of  Da  wood, 
Sulaymaan  and  others. 

As  for  what  is  narrated  from  the  Prophet  H  of  seeking 
forgiveness,  there  are  many,  well  known  reports.  His 
Companions  were  the  best  of  the  generations  of  this  ummah; 
they  had  the  greatest  knowledge  of  Allah  and  feared  Him 
the  most;  they  were  the  ones  who  repented  the  most,  during 
his  lifetime  and  after  his  death.  Whoever  criticizes  them  for 
their  mistakes  and  does  not  mention  their  repentance,  by 
means  of  which  Allah  raised  them  in  status,  is  being  unfair 
towards  them,  such  as  when  some  of  them  objected  to  the 
treaty  on  the  day  of  al-Hudaybiyah,  but  then  repented  from 
that,  even  though  their  intentions  were  good.  Similarly, 
Haatib  ibn  Abi  Balta'ah  repented  from  his  mistake. (1)  Even 

(1)  'Ubaydullah  ibn  Abi  Raafi',  who  was  the  scribe  of  'Ali,  said:  I 
heard  'Ali  <&  say:  The  Messenger  of  Allah  St  sent  us,  me,  al-Zubayr 
and  al-Miqdaad,  and  he  said:  "Go  to  the  garden  of  Khaakh,  in 
which  you  will  find  a  woman  riding  a  camel  with  whom  there  is  a 
letter,  and  take  it  from  her."  We  set  out,  with  our  horses  galloping, 
and  we  found  the  woman.  We  said:  Give  us  the  letter.  She  said:  I 
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those  among  them  who  committed  zina  repented  in  such 
a  manner  that  if  the  collector  of  the  maks  (a  haraam  kind  of 
tax)  were  to  repent  in  that  way,  he  would  be  forgiven,  as  in 
the  story  of  Maa'iz  ibn  Maalik.  He  came  to  the  Prophet  M 
until  he  purified  him  by  carrying  out  the  hadd  punishment 
on  him,(1)  and  the  Ghaamidi  woman  did  likewise  after  him. 

do  not  have  a  letter.  We  said:  Either  you  give  us  the  letter  or  we 
will  remove  your  clothes.  So  she  brought  it  out  from  her  braided 
hair,  and  we  brought  it  to  the  Messenger  of  Allah  and  in  it  (was 
written):  From  Haatib  ibn  Abi  Balta'ah  to  some  of  the  mushrikeen 
of  Makkah,  telling  them  something  about  the  Messenger  of  Allah 
&  The  Messenger  of  Allah  %  said:  "O  Haatib,  what  is  this?"  He 
said:  Do  not  be  hasty  in  judging  me,  O  Messenger  of  Allah.  I  am  a 
man  who  was  attached  to  Quraysh  -  Sufyaan  said:  he  was  an  ally 
of  theirs,  but  he  was  not  one  of  them  -  and  the  Muhaajireen  with 
you  have  relatives  who  will  protect  their  families,  and  I  wanted, 
as  I  have  no  blood  ties  among  them  -  to  do  them  a  favour  so 
that  they  would  protect  my  family.  I  did  not  do  it  out  of  kufr  or 
because  I  apostatized  from  my  religion,  or  because  I  approved 
of  kufr  after  becoming  Muslim.  The  Messenger  of  Allah  %  said: 
"He  has  spoken  the  truth."  'Umar  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah, 
let  me  strike  the  neck  of  this  hypocrite.  He  said:  "He  was  present 
at  Badr,  and  you  do  not  know,  perhaps  Allah  looked  upon  the 
people  of  Badr  and  said:  'Do  what  you  wish,  for  I  have  forgiven 
you.'"  Then  Allah  revealed  the  words:  "O  you  who  believe!  Take  not 
My  enemies  and  your  enemies  (i.e.  disbelievers  and  polytheists)  as  friends" 
[al-Mumtahanah  60:1]. 

Narrated  by  Muslim  in  his  Saheeh,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah. 

(1)  It  was  narrated  that  Buraydah  said:  Maa'iz  ibn  Maalik  came 
to  the  Prophet  M  and  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah,  purify  me! 
He  said:  "Woe  to  you,  go  back  and  seek  forgiveness  from 
Allah  and  repent  to  Him."  He  came  back  shortly  after  that 
and  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah,  purify  me!  He  said:  "  Woe  to 
you,  go  back  and  seek  forgiveness  from  Allah  and  repent  to 
Him."  He  came  back  shortly  after  that  and  said:  O  Messenger 
of  Allah,  purify  me!  The  Prophet  M  said  something  similar, 
then  when  it  was  the  fourth  time  the  Messenger  of  Allah  $g 
said  to  him:  "From  what  should  I  purify  you?"  He  said:  From 
zina.  The  Messenger  of  Allah  M  asked,  "Is  he  insane?"  and 


At  the  time  of  'Umar  and  others,  if  one  of  them  drank 
alcohol  he  would  go  to  his  leader  and  say:  Purify  me  and  carry 
out  the  hadd  punishment  on  me.  This  was  the  attitude  of  the 
one  among  them  who  committed  a  major  sin  when  he  knew 
that  it  was  haraam,  so  how  about  if  one  of  them  committed  a 
minor  sin  or  made  a  mistake,  thinking  that  it  was  the  right 
thing  to  do,  then  realised  it  was  a  mistake?  'Uthmaan  ibn 
'  Affaan  repented  openly  from  things  that  people  objected  to 

he  was  told  that  he  was  not  insane.  He  said:  "Has  he  drunk 
wine?"  A  man  got  up  and  smelt  his  breath,  and  he  did  not  find 
any  smell  of  wine.  The  Messenger  of  Allah  %  said:  "Did  you 
commit  zina?"  He  said:  Yes.  So  he  ordered  that  he  be  stoned. 
The  people  were  of  two  minds  about  him.  Some  said:  He  is 
doomed,  he  has  been  encompassed  by  his  sin.  Others  said: 
There  is  no  repentance  better  than  that  of  Maa'iz;  he  came  to 
the  Prophet  M  and  put  his  hand  in  his,  and  said:  Kill  me  with 
stones.  This  (controversy)  carried  on  for  two  or  three  days, 
then  the  Messenger  of  Allah  £g  came  when  they  were  sitting. 
He  greeted  them  with  salaam  then  sat  down,  and  said:  "Pray 
for  forgiveness  for  Maa'iz  ibn  Maalik."  They  said:  May  Allah 
forgive  Maa'iz  ibn  Maalik.  The  Messenger  of  Allah  %  said: 
"He  has  repented  in  such  a  way  that  if  it  were  to  be  divided 
among  a  nation  it  would  be  sufficient  for  them." 
Then  a  woman  from  Ghaamid  from  al-Azd  came  to  him  and 
said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah,  purify  me.  He  said:  "Woe  to  you! 
Go  back  and  seek  forgiveness  from  Allah  and  repent  to  Him." 
She  said:  I  think  that  you  want  to  turn  me  away  as  you  turned 
Maa'iz  away.  He  said:  "Why  is  that?"  She  said  that  she  was 
pregnant  as  a  result  of  zina.  He  said:  "You  have  done  that?" 
She  said:  Yes.  He  said  to  her:  "Not  until  you  give  birth  to  that 
which  is  in  your  womb."  A  man  among  the  Ansaar  sponsored 
her  until  she  gave  birth,  then  he  came  to  the  Prophet  and 
said:  The  Ghaamidi  woman  has  given  birth.  He  said:  "We 
will  not  stone  her  and  leave  her  young  child  with  no  one  to 
breastfeed  him."  A  man  among  the  Ansaar  said:  I  will  take 
responsibility  for  his  breastfeeding,  O  Prophet  of  Allah.  Then 
he  had  her  stoned. 

Narrated  by  Muslim  in  his  Saheeh,  Kitaab  al-Hudood 


and  he  realised  that  they  were  objectionable.  This  is  narrated 
in  well  known  reports  from  him  «&.  Similarly,  'Aa'ishah 
regretted  travelling  to  Basra,  and  whenever  she  remembered 
it  she  would  weep  until  her  khimaar  (headcover)  became  wet. 
Talhah  regretted  what  he  thought  was  his  failure  to  support 
'Uthmaan  and  'Ali,  and  so  on.  Az-Zubayr  regretted  joining 
the  campaign  on  the  day  of  the  (battle  of)  the  Camel. 

'Ali  ibn  Abi  Taalib  regretted  things  he  did  of  fighting 
and  other  matters.  He  used  to  say:  "I  failed  in  such  a  way 
that  there  is  no  justification  for  it;  I  shall  be  more  careful  in 
the  future  and  I  shall  consult  others."  During  the  nights  of 
Siffeen  he  used  to  say:  "How  smart  was  the  stance  taken 
by  'Abdullah  ibn  'Umar  and  Sa'd  ibn  Maalik,  for  if  it  is 
correct,  the  reward  will  be  great  and  if  it  is  wrong  then  the 
consequences  will  not  be  serious." 

'Ali  used  to  say:  "O  Hasan,  O  Hasan,  your  father  never 
thought  that  the  matter  would  go  so  far;  your  father  wishes 
that  he  had  died  twenty  years  before  this,"  as  his  attitude 
changed  after  he  came  back  from  Siffeen. 

And  he  used  to  say:  "Do  not  resent  the  rulership  of 
Mu'aawiyah,  for  if  you  lose  him  you  will  see  heads  flying 
from  shoulders." 

This  was  narrated  from  'Ali  &  with  two  or  three  isnaads, 
and  there  are  numerous  reports  with  many  narrators  which 
indicate  that  he  hated  the  direction  that  developments  took 
when  he  saw  people  dissenting  and  becoming  divided,  and 
he  saw  the  spread  of  evil,  which  made  him  feel  that  if  he 
had  the  opportunity  to  start  all  over  again,  he  would  not 
have  done  what  he  did.  In  conclusion,  we  do  not  need  to 
know  that  every  specific  person  repented,  but  we  do  know 
that  repentance  is  prescribed  for  all  people,  for  the  Prophets 
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and  others.  Allah  $g  raises  His  slave  in  status  by  means  of 
repentance,  if  He  tests  him  by  causing  him  to  engage  in  (sin) 
that  requires  repentance. 

What  matters  is  how  a  person  reaches  perfection  in  the 
end,  and  not  the  shortcomings  that  he  may  have  in  the 
beginning.  Allah  ffl  loves  those  who  repent  and  He  loves 
those  who  purify  themselves;  by  means  of  repentance  He 
replaces  bad  deeds  with  good  deeds. 

Committing  a  sin  then  repenting  is  a  process  that  causes 
one  to  attain  true  servitude  ('uboodiyyah),  humble  oneself, 
call  upon  Allah  and  other  things  that  cannot  be  attained 
without  that. 

Hence  some  of  the  early  generation  said:  "A  person  may 
commit  a  sin  and  enter  Paradise  because  of  it,  or  he  may  do  a 
good  deed  and  enter  Hell  because  of  it.  He  may  commit  a  sin 
which  is  always  on  his  mind,  and  every  time  he  remembers 
that  he  repents  to  Allah,  calls  upon  Him  and  humbles  himself 
before  Him,  and  thus  he  will  enter  Paradise  because  of  it.  Or 
he  may  do  a  good  deed  and  be  filled  with  self  admiration, 
and  thus  enter  Hell  because  of  it." 

In  another  report  it  says: 

"If  you  did  not  sin,  I  would  fear  for  you  that  which  is 
greater  than  sin,  namely  self  admiration."'1' 

According  to  another  report: 

"If  repentance  were  not  the  dearest  thing  to  Him, 
He  would  not  have  tested  with  sin  the  dearest  of  His 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-'Iraqi  in  Takhreej  al-Ihya':  it  was  narrated  by  al- 
Bazzaar,  Ibn  Hibban  in  ad-Du'afa',  and  al-Bayhaqi  in  ash-Shu'ab, 
from  the  hadeeth  of  Anas.  Its  isnaad  includes  Salaam  ibn  Abi's- 
Sahba'.  Al-Bukhari  said:  He  is  munkar  al-hadeeth  (i.e.,  his  hadeeth 
is  to  be  rejected). 
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creation  to  Him." 
According  to  another  report: 

"Allah  M  says:  Those  who  remember  Me  are  the  ones 
who  are  as  if  they  are  sitting  with  Me;  those  who  give 
thanks  to  Me  are  those  who  deserve  more  blessing 
from  Me;  those  who  obey  Me  are  those  who  are 
honoured  by  Me;  those  who  disobey  Me,  I  shall  never 
cause  them  to  despair  of  My  mercy  if  they  repent,  as 
I  am  their  beloved.  For  Allah  loves  those  who  repent 
and  He  loves  those  who  purify  themselves.  But  if 
they  do  not  repent:  then  I  am  their  Physician,  I  shall 
test  them  with  calamities  in  order  to  purify  them  of 
shortcomings.  And  the  one  who  repents  is  the  beloved 
of  Allah,  whether  he  is  young  or  old."(1) 

1.    Seeking  forgiveness 

Seeking  forgiveness  comes  under  the  heading  of 
supplication  (du'a)  and  asking.  It  is  accompanied  by 
repentance  in  most  cases  and  is  enjoined.  But  a  person 
may  repent  and  not  offer  supplication,  or  he  may  offer 
supplication  and  not  repent.  In  as-Saheehayn  it  is  narrated 
from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the  Prophet  H  said  in  a  hadeeth  qudsi: 

"A  man  committed  a  sin  and  said:  'O  Lord,  forgive 
me  my  sin.'  Allah,  may  He  be  blessed  and  exalted, 
said:  'My  slave  has  committed  a  sin,  and  he  knew  that 
he  has  a  Lord  Who  forgives  sin,  and  calls  people  to 
account  for  sin.'  Then  he  sinned  again  and  said:  'O 
Lord,  forgive  me  my  sin.'  Allah,  may  He  be  blessed 
and  exalted,  said:  'My  slave  has  committed  a  sin,  and 

(1)  Shaykh  al-Albaani  said  in  as-Silsilah  ad-Da'eefah  (9/382):  It 
has  signs  of  being  from  the  Isra'eeliyyaat  (reports  from  Jewish 
sources). 
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he  knew  that  he  has  a  Lord  Who  forgives  sin,  and  calls 
people  to  account  for  sin.'  Then  he  sinned  again  and 
said:  'O  Lord,  forgive  me  my  sin.'  Allah,  may  He  be 
blessed  and  exalted,  said:  'My  slave  has  committed  a 
sin,  and  he  knew  that  he  has  a  Lord  Who  forgives  sin, 
and  calls  people  to  account  for  sin.  I  have  forgiven 
My  slave." 

According  to  a  report  narrated  by  Muslim:  "Let  him  do 
what  he  wishes. 

Repentance  erases  all  bad  deeds,  and  nothing  can  erase  all 
sins  except  repentance,  for  Allah  will  not  forgive  association 
of  others  with  Him  (shirk),  but  He  may  forgive  sins  less 
than  that  for  whomever  He  wills.  However,  concerning 
repentance,  Allah  ;Jg  says: 

"Say:  O  'Ibaadi  (My  slaves)  who  have  transgressed 
against  themselves  (by  committing  evil  deeds  and 
sins)!  Despair  not  of  the  Mercy  of  Allah,  verily, 
Allah  forgives  all  sins.  Truly,  He  is  Oft-Forgiving, 
Most  Merciful." 

[al-Zumar  39:53] 

This  is  for  the  one  who  repents.  Hence  Allah  M  says: 
"Despair  not  of  the  Mercy  of  Allah;"  rather  repent  to  Him. 
And  He  says  after  that: 

"And  turn  in  repentance  and  in  obedience  with 
true  Faith  (Islamic  Monotheism)  to  your  Lord  and 
submit  to  Him,  (in  Islam),  before  the  torment  comes 
upon  you,  then  you  will  not  be  helped." 

[az-Zumar  39:54] 

(1)     Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  at-Tawheed;  Muslim,  Kitaab  at- 
Tawbah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Hurayrah  & 
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As  for  seeking  forgiveness  without  repenting,  this  does 
not  mean  that  one  will  be  forgiven  but  it  may  be  one  of  the 


2.   Righteous  deeds 
Allah  $g  says: 

"Verily,  the  good  deeds  remove  the  evil  deeds  (i.e. 
small  sins)." 

[Hood  11:114] 

The  Prophet  %  said  to  Mu'aadh  ibn  Jabal,  advising  him: 

"O  Mu'aadh,  fear  Allah  wherever  you  are;  follow  a  bad 
deed  with  a  good  deed  and  it  will  erase  it;  and  treat  people 
with  a  good  attitude. 

In  as-Saheeh  it  is  narrated  that  the  Prophet  M  said: 

"The  five  daily  prayers,  from  one  Jumu'ah  to  another  and 
from  one  Ramadan  to  another  are  expiation  for  what  comes 
between  them,  so  long  as  major  sins  are  avoided.  "(2) 

It  was  narrated  in  as-Saheehayn. 

In  as-Saheeh  it  is  narrated  from  the  Prophet 

"Whoever  fasts  Ramadan  out  of  faith  and  in  the  hope  of 
reward,  his  previous  sins  will  be  forgiven  him."® 

And  he  said: 

(1)  Narrated  by  Ahmad  in  al-Musnad,  36/312  from  the  hadeeth  of 
Mu'aadh  4».  Also  narrated  by  at-Tirmidhi,  Kitaab  al-Birr  wa's- 
Silah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Dharr  al-Ghifaari  4f>.  He  said:  This 
is  a  hasan  Saheeh  hadeeth. 

(2)  I  could  not  find  this  in  al-Bukhari;  rather  it  is  in  Saheeh  Muslim, 
Kitaab  at-Tahaarah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Hurayrah.  [Editor] 

(3)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Eemaan,  Kitaab  as-Sawm  and 
Kitaab  Fadl  Laylat  al-Qadr,  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Musaafireen,  from  the 
hadeeth  of  Abu  Hurayrah 


means. 


"Whoever  performs  Hajj  to  this  House  and  does  not  commit 
any  obscenity  [rafath]  or  commit  any  evil  will  go  back  (free 
of)  sin  as  on  the  day  his  mother  bore  him.  "m 

And  he  said: 

"What  do  you  think,  if  there  was  a  river  by  the  door  of 
one  of  you  and  he  bathed  in  it  five  times  a  day,  would  any 
speck  of  dirt  be  left  on  him  ? "  They  said:  No.  He  said:  "That 
is  how  the  five  prayers  are,  Allah  erases  sins  by  means  of 
them  as  water  erases  dirt."(1) 

All  of  these  reports  are  in  as-Saheeh. 

And  he  said: 

"Charity  extinguishes  sin  as  water  extinguishes  fire."{3) 
Narrated  and  classed  as  Saheeh  by  at-Tirmidhi. 
Allah  M  says: 

"O  You  who  believe!  Shall  I  guide  you  to  a  commerce 
that  will  save  you  from  a  painful  torment? 

That  you  believe  in  Allah  and  His  Messenger 
(Muhammad  SAW),  and  that  you  strive  hard  and 
fight  in  the  Cause  of  Allah  with  your  wealth  and 
your  lives,  that  will  be  better  for  you,  if  you  but 
know! 

(If  you  do  so)  He  will  forgive  you  your  sins,  and 
admit  you  into  Gardens  under  which  rivers  flow, 
and  pleasant  dwelling  in  Gardens  of  Adn  -  Eternity 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  aZ-Hajj;  Muslim,  Kitaab  aZ-Hajj, 
from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Hurayrah  <& 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  Maivaaqeet  as-Salaah;  Muslim, 
Kitaab  al-Masaajid 

(3)  Narrated  by  at-Tirmidhi,  Kitaab  al-Eemaan,  from  the  hadeeth  of 
Mu'aadh  ibn  Jabal      He  said:  This  is  a  Saheeh  hasan  hadeeth. 


(Adn  (Edn)  Paradise),  that  is  indeed  the  great 
success." 

[as-Saff  61:10-12] 

In  as-Saheeh  it  says: 

"The  martyr  will  be  forgiven  everything  except  debt. 

As  for  the  report  which  says,  "Debt  will  be  forgiven  for  the 
martyr  who  is  killed  at  sea,  "(2)  its  isnaad  is  da'eefi  rather  debt  is  a 
right  owed  to  a  human  being  so  it  must  be  paid  off. 

In  as-Saheeh  it  says: 

"Fasting  on  the  day  of  'Arafah  is  expiation  for  two  years, 
and  fasting  on  the  day  of  'Ashoora'  is  expiation  for  one 


There  are  many  similar  texts;  discussing  all  these  hadeeths 
would  take  too  long. 

Someone  may  say:  If  my  sin  is  expiated  by  means  of  the 
five  daily  prayers,  then  what  will  Jumu'ah  and  Ramadan 
expiate,  and  what  will  fasting  the  day  of  'Arafah  and 

(1)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Imaarah,  from  the  hadeeth  of 
'Abdullah  ibn '  Amr  ibn  al-'Aas  4» 

(2)  It  was  narrated  from  Saleem  ibn  'Aamir,  who  said:  I  heard 
Abu  Umaamah  say:  I  heard  the  Messenger  of  Allah  %  say:  "The 
martyr  at  sea  is  like  two  martyrs  on  land,  and  the  one  who  suffers 
seasickness  is  like  one  who  gets  drenched  in  his  own  blood  on 
land.  The  time  spent  between  one  wave  and  the  next  is  like  a 
lifetime  spent  in  obedience  to  Allah.  Allah  has  appointed  the 
Angel  of  Death  to  seize  souls,  except  for  the  martyr  at  sea,  for 
Allah  Himself  seizes  their  souls.  He  forgives  the  martyrs  on  land 
for  all  sins  except  debt,  but  (He  forgives)  the  martyr  at  sea  all  his 
sins  and  his  debt." 

Narrated  by  Ibn  Maajah,  Kitaab  al- Jihad.  Shaykh  al-Albaani  clearly 
stated  that  it  is  fabricated,  as  it  says  in  as-Silsilah  ad-Da'eefah,  2/222 

(3)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  as-Siyaam,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu 
Qataadah  a\-Ansaar\  4* 


year. 


'Ashoora'  expiate?  Some  people  may  respond  by  saying  that 
their  status  will  be  raised  thereby  if  there  are  no  bad  deeds 
to  be  expiated. 

But  first  of  all  we  should  establish  that  the  deeds  by  means 
of  which  Allah  erases  sins  and  expiates  bad  deeds  are  those 
that  are  accepted.  Allah  only  accepts  (good  deeds)  from  the 
pious. 

There  are  three  interpretations  of  the  verse  in  which  Allah 
says:  "Verily,  Allah  accepts  only  from  those  who  are  Al- 
Muttaqoon  (the  pious)."  [al-Maa'idah  5:27\;  two  are  extreme 
and  one  is  moderate.  The  Khaarijis  and  Mu'tazilah  say  that 
Allah  only  accepts  good  deeds  from  the  one  who  avoids 
major  sins;  in  their  view  no  good  deed  is  accepted  from  the 
one  who  commits  major  sins. 

The  Murji'ah  say  that  good  deeds  are  accepted  from 
anyone,  provided  shirk  (associating  others  with  Allah)  is 
avoided. 

The  Salaf  and  the  Imams  say  that  good  deeds  are  only 
accepted  from  the  one  who  displays  sincerity,  devotion  and 
fear  of  Allah  in  that  particular  deed,  so  he  does  it  as  it  was 
enjoined,  sincerely  for  the  sake  of  Allah  M  alone. 

Al-Fudayl  ibn  'Iyaad  said  concerning  the  verse,  "That  He 
might  try  you,  which  of  you  is  the  best  in  deeds."  [Hood 
11:8;  al-Mulk  67:2]:  "(That  is,)  to  see  which  of  your  deeds 
will  be  done  most  sincerely  and  most  correctly".  It  was  said: 
"O  Abu  'Ali:  what  do  you  mean  by  most  sincerely  and  most 
correctly?"  He  said:  "If  the  deed  is  sincere  but  is  not  correct, 
it  will  not  be  accepted,  and  if  it  is  correct  but  is  not  sincere, 
it  will  not  be  accepted,  unless  it  is  done  both  sincerely  and 
correctly.  Sincere  means  that  it  is  done  (only)  for  the  sake 
of  Allah  and  correct  means  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 


475 


Sunnah." 

If  the  one  who  commits  major  sins  shows  devotion  and 
sincerity  towards  Allah  when  doing  a  particular  righteous 
deed,  Allah  will  accept  it  from  him;  if  one  who  is  better 
than  him  (in  terms  of  religious  commitment)  does  not  show 
devotion  and  sincerity  towards  Allah  when  doing  a  particular 
deed,  it  will  not  be  accepted  from  him,  even  if  another  good 
deed  is  accepted  from  him,  because  Allah  only  accepts  deeds 
from  the  one  who  does  it  in  the  manner  enjoined. 

In  as-Sunan  it  is  narrated  from '  Ammaar,  from  the  Prophet 
M  that  he  said: 

"A  person  may  finish  his  prayer  with  nothing  recorded  of 
it  except  half  of  it  or  one  third  or  one  quarter. . . "  until  he 
mentioned  one  tenth  of  it.(1) 

Ibn  'Abbaas  said:  "Nothing  of  your  prayer  will  be 
recorded  to  your  credit  except  that  in  which  you  had  proper 
focus  of  mind." 

In  the  hadeeth  it  says: 

"There  may  be  a  fasting  person  whose  share  of  his 
fast  is  thirst,  and  there  may  be  a  person  who  prays 
qiyaam  (prayers  at  night)  whose  share  of  his  qiyaam  is 
a  sleepless  night." (2) 

Something  similar  may  be  said  concerning  Hajj,  jihad,  and 
so  on. 


(1)  Narrated  by  Abu  Dawood,  Kitaab  as-Salaah,  from  the  hadeeth 
of  'Ammaar  ibn  Yaasir  The  hadeeth  was  classed  as  hasan  by 
Shaykh  al-Albaani  in  Saheeh  al-Jaami',  2/ 65 

(2)  Narrated  by  Ahmad  in  al-Musnad,  14/445;  Ibn  Maajah  in  as- 
Sunan,  Kitaab  as-Siyaam,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Hurayrah 

The  hadeeth  was  classed  as  Saheeh  by  Shaykh  Ahmad  Shaakir  and 
Shaykh  al-Albaani  (may  Allah  have  mercy  on  them) 
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According  to  the  hadeeth  of  Mu'aadh  which  is  narrated 
with  both  mawqoof  and  marfoo'  isnaads  in  as-Sunan, 

"Joining  a  military  campaign  (jihad)  is  of  two  types: 
as  for  that  in  which  one  seeks  the  Countenance  of 
Allah,  obeys  the  leader,  spends  the  best  of  his  wealth, 
deals  with  ease  with  his  associates,  avoids  mischief 
and  refrains  from  taking  anything  unlawfully  from 
the  war  booty,  there  is  nothing  equal  to  that.  But  as 
for  that  in  which  one  does  not  seek  the  Countenance 
of  Allah,  does  not  obey  the  leader,  does  not  spend 
the  best  of  his  wealth,  does  not  deal  with  ease  with 
his  associates,  does  not  avoid  mischief  and  does  not 
refrain  from  taking  anything  unlawfully  from  the 
war  booty,  it  is  sufficient  for  such  a  person  if  he  comes 
back  empty-handed. 

It  was  said  to  one  of  the  Salaf.  "There  are  a  lot  of  pilgrims 
travelling  for  Hajj."  He  said:  "The  travellers  are  many  but 
the  pilgrims  are  few."  And  there  are  many  similar  examples. 
Erasing  of  sins  and  expiation  only  occur  by  means  of  what  is 
accepted  of  good  deeds,  but  most  people  fall  short  in  good 
deeds,  even  in  the  prayer  itself.  The  blessed  one  is  the  one  for 
whom  half  of  it  is  recorded  to  his  credit,  yet  he  does  many 
bad  deeds.  Hence  some  sins  may  be  expiated  by  means  of 
what  is  accepted  of  the  five  daily  prayers,  and  some  may  be 
expiated  by  means  of  what  is  accepted  of  Jumu'ah  prayer, 
and  some  may  be  expiated  by  means  of  what  is  accepted  of 
the  Ramadan  fast,  and  so  on  with  regard  to  other  righteous 
deeds.  But  not  every  good  deed  erases  a  bad  deed;  rather  the 
erasing  of  sins  may  sometimes  be  applied  to  minor  sins  and 

(1)    Narrated  by  Abu  Dawood,  Kitaab  al-Jihad;  an-Nasaa'i,  Kitaab  al- 
Jihad,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Mu'aadh  ibn  Jabal 
It  was  classed  as  hasan  by  Shaykh  al-Albaani  in  as-Saheehah,  no. 
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sometimes  to  major  sins. 

A  man  may  do  a  particular  deed  sincerely,  with  full 
humility  and  servitude  towards  Allah,  thus  Allah  may 
forgive  him  for  major  sins  by  means  of  that  deed,  as  it  is 
narrated  in  at-Tirmidhi,  Ibn  Maajah  and  elsewhere  from 
'Abdullah  ibn  'Amr  ibn  al-'Aas,  from  the  Prophet  M  that  he 
said: 

"Allah,  will  bring  forth  a  man  from  my  ummah  before  all 
creatures  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  then  ninety-nine 
scrolls  (the  records  of  his  bad  deeds)  will  be  spread  out  for 
him,  each  of  which  will  reach  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see,  then 
He  will  say:  'Do  you  deny  any  of  this?'  He  will  say:  'No,  O 
Lord.'  He  will  say:  'You  will  not  be  wronged.'  Then  a  piece 
of  paper  the  size  of  the  palm  (of  his  hand)  will  be  presented 
to  him  on  which  is  written:  T  bear  witness  that  there  is  no 
god  but  Allah.'  And  He  will  say:  'What  comparison  can 
there  be  between  this  piece  of  paper  and  these  scrolls?'  This 
piece  of  paper  will  be  placed  in  one  pan  (of  the  Balance)  and 
the  scrolls  will  be  placed  in  the  other  pan,  and  the  piece  of 
paper  will  go  down  (because  it  will  weigh  heavily)  and  the 
scrolls  will  go  up  (because  they  will  be  lighter).  "m 

This  is  the  case  of  one  who  says  it  (Laa  ilaaha  ill-Allah)  with 
sincerity  and  devotion,  as  this  person  said  it.  Otherwise, 
some  people  who  committed  major  sins  will  enter  Hell,  all 
of  whom  used  to  say  Laa  ilaaha  ill- Allah,  because  their  saying 
it  will  not  outweigh  their  bad  deeds  as  it  did  in  the  case  of 
the  one  with  the  piece  of  paper  (mentioned  in  the  hadeeth 
quoted  above). 

Similarly  in  as-Saheehayn  it  is  narrated  from  the  Prophet 
m  that  he  said: 


(1)    Its  source  has  been  discussed  above.  See  heading  no.  74 
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"Whilst  a  man  was  walking  on  the  road,  he  became  very 
thirsty.  He  found  a  well  so  he  went  down  into  it  and  drank, 
then  he  came  out.  There  he  saw  a  dog  that  was  panting  and 
biting  the  ground  out  of  thirst.  The  man  said:  this  dog  is 
feeling  the  same  thirst  that  I  felt.  So  he  went  back  down 
into  the  well  and  filled  his  shoe  with  water,  then  he  held 
it  in  his  mouth  until  he  climbed  back  up,  and  he  gave  the 
water  to  the  dog.  Allah  appreciated  (his  action)  and  forgave 
him."™ 

According  to  another  version  narrated  in  as-Saheehayn: 

"A  prostitute  saw  a  dog  on  a  hot  day  that  was  circling  a 
well  and  its  tongue  was  hanging  out  because  of  thirst.  She 
drew  some  water  for  it  in  her  shoe,  and  she  was  forgiven. " 

According  to  another  version  narrated  in  as-Saheehayn, 
she  was  a  prostitute  from  among  the  Children  of  Israel. 

In  as-Saheehayn  it  is  narrated  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  %t  said: 

"Whilst  a  man  was  walking  on  the  road,  he  found  a  thorny 
branch  on  the  road,  so  he  removed  it.  Allah  appreciated  that 
and  forgave  him.  "(2> 

It  was  narrated  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the  Prophet 
3£  said: 

"A  woman  entered  Hell  because  of  a  cat  which  she  had  and 
which  she  tied  up  and  did  not  feed  it  or  let  it  loose  to  eat  of 
the  vermin  of  the  earth,  until  it  died  (of  starvation) ."(3) 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  ash-Shurb  wa'l-Musaaqaah  and 
Kitaab  al-Mazaalim;  Muslim,  Kitaab  as-Salaam,  from  the  hadeeth  of 
Abu  Hurayrah  & 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Adhaan;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Birr 
wa's-Silah  wa'l-Adab,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Hurayrah  & 

(3)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  Bad'  al-Khalq;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al- 


This  prostitute  gave  water  to  the  dog  with  sincere  devotion 
and  faith  in  her  heart,  so  she  was  forgiven.  Otherwise,  not 
every  prostitute  who  gives  water  to  a  dog  will  be  forgiven. 
Similarly,  the  man  who  moved  the  thorny  branch  from  the 
road  did  so  with  great  sincerity  and  devotion  in  his  heart,  so 
he  was  forgiven  because  of  that. 

Deeds  vary  with  regard  to  the  level  of  acceptance  and 
reward  according  to  the  level  of  faith  and  sincerity  in  the 
heart.  Two  men  may  be  standing  side-by-side  in  the  same 
row,  yet  the  difference  in  the  quality  of  their  prayer  may  be 
like  the  distance  between  heaven  and  earth.  Not  everyone 
who  removes  a  thorny  branch  from  the  road  will  be  forgiven. 

Allah  M  says: 

"It  is  neither  their  meat  nor  their  blood  that  reaches 
Allah,  but  it  is  piety  from  you  that  reaches  Him." 

[aZ-Hajj  22:37] 

People  do  similar  acts  of  offering  sacrifices,  but  it  is  not 
the  blood  that  is  shed  or  the  meat  that  is  eaten  or  given  in 
charity  that  reaches  Him;  rather  it  is  piety  and  sincerity  in 
the  heart  that  reaches  Him. 

According  to  a  report,  two  men  may  be  standing  in  the 
same  row  and  the  difference  between  their  prayers  may  be 
like  the  difference  between  East  and  West.(1) 

Once  we  understand  that  outward  actions  may  be  of 

Birr  wa's-Silah  wa'l-Adab,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Ibn  'Umar  & 
(1)  It  was  narrated  by  Ibn  al-Mubaarak  in  az-Zuhd,  no.  96,  from 
Hassaan  ibn  'Atiyyah  as  follows:  "Two  men  may  offer  the  same 
prayer  and  the  difference  in  virtue  between  them  may  be  like  the 
difference  between  heaven  and  earth.  Then  he  explained  that  by 
stating  that  one  of  them  may  be  focusing  on  Allah  in  his  heart  and 
the  other  one  may  be  distracted  and  heedless." 
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greater  or  lesser  value  depending  on  what  is  in  the  heart  (of 
devotion  and  sincerity),  and  that  what  is  in  the  heart  varies 
and  no  one  knows  the  level  of  faith  in  the  heart  except  Allah, 
then  we  will  understand  that  what  the  Messenger  M  said  it 
is  completely  true  and  there  is  no  contradiction  in  what  he 
said.  Allah  $g  says: 

"And  those  who  give  that  (their  charity)  which  they 
give  (and  also  do  other  good  deeds)  with  their  hearts 
full  of  fear  (whether  their  alms  and  charities,  etc., 
have  been  accepted  or  not),  because  they  are  sure  to 
return  to  their  Lord  (for  reckoning)." 

[al-Mu'minoon  23:60] 

In  at-Tirmidhi  and  elsewhere  it  is  narrated  that  'Aa'ishah 
said:  "O  Messenger  of  Allah,  does  this  verse  refer  to  the 
one  who  commits  zina,  steals  or  drinks  alcohol  and  fears  that 
he  may  be  punished?"  He  said: 

"No,  O  daughter  of  as-Siddeeq;  rather  it  refers  to  the  man 
who  fasts,  prays  and  gives  charity,  and  fears  that  Allah  will 
not  accept  it  from  him. 

It  is  proven  in  as-Saheehayn  that  the  Prophet  *g  said: 

"Do  not  revile  my  companions,  for  by  the  One  in  Whose 
hand  is  my  soul,  if  one  of  you  were  to  spend  the  equivalent 
of  Uhud  in  gold,  it  would  not  amount  to  a  mudd  (a  unit  of 
measure)  given  by  one  of  them,  or  half  of  that.  "(2) 

That  is  because  of  the  faith  that  they  had  in  their  hearts 

(1)  Narrated  by  at-Tirmidhi,  Kitaab  Tafseer  aZ-Qur'an;  Ibn  Maajah, 
Kitaab  az-Zuhd;  al-Haakim,  al-Mustadrak,  2/ 427.  He  (al-Haakim) 
classed  it  as  Saheeh  and  adh-Dhahabi  agreed  with  him.  See  as- 
Silsilah  as-Saheehah,  1/255-256 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  Ashaab  al-Nabi  M;  Muslim,  Kitaab 
Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Sa'eed  al-Khudri  <&> 


when  spending  (for  the  sake  of  Allah)  in  the  early  days  of 
Islam  when  the  Muslims  were  few  and  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  discouragement.  This  may  be  understood  by  anyone 
with  insight  and  experience  of  life  who  knows  about  the 
trials  and  hardships  that  people  may  be  exposed  to  and  how 
that  could  have  an  impact  on  people.  It  is  on  this  basis  that 
we  understand  that  there  will  never  be  anyone  else  like  Abu 
Bakr  for  no  one  could  match  the  level  of  certainty  and 
faith  in  his  heart. 

Abu  Bakr  ibn ' Ayyaash  said:  "Abu  Bakr  was  not  superior 
to  them  because  he  prayed  and  fasted  a  great  deal;  rather  it 
was  because  of  something  that  resided  in  his  heart." 

By  the  same  token,  all  the  Sahabah,  by  virtue  of  their 
accompanying  the  Messenger  %  believing  in  him  and 
striving  in  jihad  alongside  him  attained  a  level  of  faith  and 
certainty  that  no  one  else  will  reach  after  them. 

It  is  proven  in  Saheeh  Muslim  from  Abu  Moosa  that  the 
Prophet  H  raised  his  head  to  look  at  the  sky,  and  he  often 
raised  his  head  to  look  at  the  sky,  and  said: 

"The  stars  are  a  source  of  security  for  the  sky  and  when 
the  stars  disappear,  there  will  come  to  the  sky  what  it  was 
warned  about.  lama  source  of  security  for  my  companions, 
and  when  I  am  gone  there  will  come  to  my  companions  what 
they  were  warned  about.  And  my  companions  are  a  source 
of  security  for  my  ummah,  and  when  my  companions  are 
gone  there  will  come  to  my  ummah  what  they  were  warned 
about.  "W 

In  as-Saheeh  it  is  narrated  that  he  said: 
"There  will  come  to  the  people  a  time  when  groups  of  people 

(1)    Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah 


will  go  out  to  fight  (in  jihad),  and  it  will  be  said  to  them:  Is 
there  anyone  among  you  who  accompanied  the  Messenger 
of  Allah  M?  and  it  will  be  said:  Yes,  and  thus  victory  will  be 
granted  to  them.  -  According  to  another  version:  Is  there 
anyone  among  you  who  saw  the  Messenger  of  Allah  M  ? 
and  they  will  say:  Yes,  and  thus  victory  will  be  granted 
to  them.  -  Then  there  will  come  to  the  people  a  time  when 
groups  of  people  will  go  out  to  fight  (in  jihad)  and  it  will 
be  said:  Is  there  anyone  among  you  who  accompanied  the 
companions  of  the  Messenger  of  Allah  They  will  say: 
Yes,  and  thus  victory  will  be  granted  to  them."(l) 

It  is  proven  that  the  Prophet  M  praised  the  first  three 
generations  in  a  number  of  Saheeh  hadeeths.  According  to  the 
hadeeth  of  Ibn  Mas'ood  and  'Imraan  ibn  Husayn  he  said: 

"The  best  of  generations  are  my  generation,  then  those  who 
follow  them,  then  those  who  follow  them." 

Some  narrators  were  not  certain  whether  he  mentioned 
two  or  three  generations  after  his. 

The  point  is  that  the  virtue  and  reward  of  good  deeds  is  not 
connected  only  to  their  outward  form;  rather  it  is  connected 
to  what  is  in  the  heart  (of  faith  and  sincerity),  and  people  vary 
greatly  in  that  regard.  This  is  the  evidence  quoted  by  those 
who  regard  any  of  the  Sahabah  as  superior  to  any  of  those 
who  came  after  them.  The  scholars  are  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  Sahabah  as  a  group  are  superior  to  the  Taabi'een  as 
a  group,  but  is  each  one  of  the  Sahabah  superior  to  each  one 
of  those  who  came  after  them;  for  example,  is  Mu'aawiyah 
superior  to  'Umar  ibn  'Abd  al-'Azeez? 

Al-Qaadi  'Iyaad  and  others  narrated  two  views  concerning 

(1)     Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Jihad;  Muslim,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il 
as-Sahabah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Sa'eed  al-Khudri. 
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that  and  stated  that  the  majority  regard  each  one  of  the 
Sahabah  as  superior  to  anyone  who  comes  after  them.  This 
was  narrated  from  Ibn  al-Mubaarak,  Ahmad  ibn  Hanbal, 
and  others.  They  believe  that  this  is  the  case  even  if  the  deeds 
of  some  of  the  Taabi'een  are  greater.  For  example,  the  justice 
of  'Umar  ibn  'Abd  al-'Azeez  is  greater  and  more  evident 
than  the  justice  of  Mu'aawiyah,  and  he  had  less  interest  in 
worldly  matters  than  Mu'aawiyah,  but  what  matters  before 
Allah  is  the  level  of  faith  and  sincerity  in  the  heart. 

The  Prophet  M  said: 

"...if  one  of  you  were  to  spend  the  equivalent  of  Uhud  in 
gold,  it  would  not  amount  to  a  mudd  (a  unit  of  measure) 
given  by  one  of  them,  or  half  of  that." 

They  said:  "We  may  note  that  the  deeds  of  some  of  those 
who  came  after  the  Sahabah  may  have  been  greater  in  number 
than  the  deeds  of  some  of  the  Sahabah,  but  how  could  we 
know  whether  the  faith  and  sincerity  in  the  heart  (of  one 
who  came  later)  was  greater  than  that  in  the  heart  of  (the 
Sahaabi)?"  The  Prophet  M  told  us  that  a  mountain  of  gold 
spent  by  those  who  became  Muslim  after  al-Hudaybiyah  is 
not  equivalent  to  half  a  mudd  spent  by  those  who  came  to 
Islam  earlier. 

The  benefits  that  reached  the  people  through  the  justice 
of  'Umar  ibn  'Abd  al-'Azeez  are  well  known,  but  all  he  did 
was  restore  the  people's  rights  and  treat  them  justly.  Even 
if  we  assume  that  what  he  gave  them  was  from  his  own 
wealth  and  he  gave  it  to  them  in  charity,  that  would  be  little 
compared  to  what  the  earlier  Muslims  gave.  How  could 
anyone  acquire  the  equivalent  of  Uhud  in  gold  in  order  to 
spend  it,  when  even  if  he  spent  such  an  amount  it  would  not 
be  equal  to  half  a  mudd  (spent  by  the  Sahabah)?  Hence  one  of 


the  Salaf  said:  "Dust  that  entered  Mu'aawiyah's  nose  when 
he  was  (fighting  in  jihad)  alongside  the  Messenger  of  Allah  $| 
is  better  than  the  deeds  of  'Umar  ibn  'Abd  al-' Azeez." 

This  matter  requires  further  discussion;  this  is  not  the 
place  for  it. 

Our  point  here  is  that  one  of  the  means  by  which  Allah 
erases  bad  deeds  is  good  deeds,  and  good  deeds  (of  the  same 
type)  may  vary  in  virtue  according  to  what  is  in  the  doer's 
heart  of  faith  and  piety.  Thus  we  may  conclude  that  one 
who  is  lower  in  status  than  the  Sahabah  may  have  some  good 
deed  to  his  credit  by  means  of  which  bad  deeds  for  which  he 
may  be  criticised  could  be  erased  -  so  how  about  the  Sahabah 
(wouldn't  their  great  deeds  erase  the  few  mistakes  they  may 
have  committed)? 

3.  Supplication  for  the  believers 

The  funeral  prayer  offered  for  the  deceased  by  the 
Muslims,  and  their  supplication  for  him,  are  among  the 
means  of  attaining  forgiveness.  The  same  is  also  true  of 
their  supplication  and  prayers  for  forgiveness  outside  of  the 
funeral  prayer.  The  Muslims  are  still  offering  supplication 
for  the  Sahabah. 

4.  The  supplication  of  the  Prophet  %  and  his  prayer  for 
forgiveness  during  his  lifetime 

On  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  he  will  intercede  for  some 
people.  The  Sahabah  are  more  deserving  of  his  supplication 
and  intercession  during  his  lifetime  and  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection. 

5.  What  may  be  done  after  a  person's  death  of  good  deeds  and 
giving  the  reward  to  him 

Such  as  giving  charity  on  his  behalf,  performing  Hajj  on 


his  behalf  and  fasting  on  his  behalf.  It  is  proven  in  Saheeh 
hadeeths  that  the  reward  for  that  will  reach  the  deceased  and 
benefit  him.  This  is  different  from  the  supplication  of  his 
child,  which  is  part  of  his  good  deeds.  The  Prophet  $s  said: 

"When  a  man  dies,  his  good  deeds  come  to  an  end  except 
three:  ongoing  charity,  beneficial  knowledge  and  a  righteous 
son  who  will  pray  for  him. 

Narrated  by  Muslim.  His  child  is  part  of  his  earnings 
and  the  child's  supplication  is  regarded  as  part  of  his  deeds, 
unlike  the  supplication  of  people  other  than  his  child,  which 
is  not  regarded  as  part  of  his  deeds  but  Allah  will  benefit 
him  thereby. 

6.   Worldly  calamities  by  means  of  which  Allah  expiates  sins 

It  is  narrated  in  as-Saheeh  that  the  Prophet  M  said: 

"No  pain,  hardship,  distress,  worry,  grief  or  harm  befalls 
a  believer,  not  even  a  thorn  that  pricks  him,  but  Allah  will 
expiate  some  of  his  sins  thereby.  "(2) 

In  as-Saheehayn  it  was  narrated  that  the  Prophet  M  said: 

"The  likeness  of  the  believer  is  that  of  a  fresh,  tender  plant 
which  is  bent  by  the  wind;  the  wind  pushes  it  upright 
sometimes  and  bends  it  flat  sometimes.  And  the  likeness  of 
the  hypocrite  is  that  of  a  cedar  standing  firmly,  until  it  is 
uprooted  in  one  go.  "(3) 

Similar  words  were  narrated  from  the  Prophet  %  in  many 
mutawaatir  hadeeths. 

(1)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Wasiyyah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu 
Hurayrah 

(2)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Birr  wa's-Silah  wa'l-Adab  from  the 
hadeeth  of  'Aa'ishah  & 

(3)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  at-Tawheed;  Muslim,  Kitaab  Sifaat 
al-Munaafiqeen  wa  Ahkaamihim 
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The  Sahabah  (may  Allah  be  pleased  with  them  all)  were 
subjected  to  calamities  that  affected  them  individually  and  on 
a  collective  basis,  such  as  the  calamities  that  occurred  during 
the  turmoil  (fitnah).  If  there  was  nothing  but  the  fact  that  many 
of  them  were  killed  and  those  who  survived  were  affected  by 
the  loss  of  their  families  and  relatives,  or  by  loss  of  property  or 
injuries  or  dismissal  from  positions  of  authority  and  so  on,  all 
of  these  are  means  by  which  Allah  expiates  the  sins  of  believers 
other  than  the  Sahabah,  so  how  about  the  Sahabah  themselves? 
Their  sins  were  definitely  expiated  by  these  means.  It  is  proven 
in  as-Saheeh  that  the  Prophet  g£  said: 

"I  asked  my  Lord  for  three  things,  and  He  has  given  me  two 
and  withheld  one.  I  asked  my  Lord  not  to  let  my  ummah 
be  destroyed  by  famine,  and  He  granted  me  that.  I  asked 
Him  not  to  send  against  them  an  enemy  from  without  who 
would  eradicate  them  all,  and  He  granted  me  that.  And  I 
asked  him  not  to  let  their  enmity  be  among  themselves  and 
He  withheld  that  from  me.  "m 

In  as-Saheeh  it  is  narrated  that  when  the  verse,  "Say:  He 
has  power  to  send  torment  on  you  from  above."  [al-An'aam 
6:65]  was  revealed,  the  Prophet  M  said:  "I  seek  refuge  in  Your 
Countenance";  "or  from  under  your  feet."  The  Prophet  H  said: 
"I  seek  refuge  in  Your  Countenance;"  "or  to  cover  you  with 
confusion  in  party  strife,  and  make  you  to  taste  the  violence  of  one 
another."  He  said:  "77ns  is  easier  to  bear."{1) 

This  (internal  strife  and  fighting  one  another)  is  something 
that  must  inevitably  befall  the  ummah.  The  Sahabah  (may 
Allah  be  pleased  with  them)  were  less  divided  among 

(1)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Fitan  iva  Ashraat  as-Saa'ah,  from 
the  hadeeth  of  Thawbaan  and  Sa'd  ibn  Abi  Waqqaas 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  at-Tafseer,  from  the  hadeeth  of 
Jaabir  ibn  'Abdillah  <& 
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themselves  than  those  who  came  after  them.  The  further 
removed  we  are  from  the  time  of  the  Prophet  the  greater 
the  division  and  discord. 

Hence  there  was  never  any  blatant  innovation  during 
the  caliphate  of  'Uthmaan,  but  when  he  was  killed  and  the 
people  became  divided,  there  emerged  two  innovations  that 
were  exact  opposites,  the  Khaarijis  who  regarded  'Ali  as  a 
kaafir,  and  the  Raafidis  who  believed  that  he  was  an  infallible 
Imam,  a  prophet  or  even  divine. 

Then  at  the  end  of  the  era  of  the  Sahabah,  during  the  rule 
of  Ibn  az-Zubayr  and  'Abd  al-Malik  ibn  Marwaan,  there 
emerged  the  innovation  of  the  Murji'ah  and  Qadaris;  and  at 
the  beginning  of  the  era  of  the  Taabi'een,  at  the  end  of  the 
Umayyad  caliphate,  there  emerged  the  innovation  of  the 
Jahamis  who  denied  the  divine  attributes,  and  those  who 
likened  Allah  to  His  creation;  no  such  thing  had  occurred 
during  the  era  of  the  Sahabah.  Something  similar  may  be 
said  concerning  internal  strife  or  fighting.  Under  the  rule  of 
Mu'aawiyah  <&>  the  people  had  been  united  and  had  fought 
their  enemies.  But  when  Mu'aawiyah  died,  al-Husayn  was 
killed  and  Ibn  az-Zubayr  was  besieged  in  Makkah,  then 
came  the  turmoil  of  al-Harrah  in  Madinah. 

When  Yazeed  died,  there  was  turmoil  in  Syria  between 
Marwaan  and  ad-Dahhaak  in  Marj  Raahit,  al-Mukhtaar  led  a 
rebellion  that  resulted  in  the  killing  of  Ibn  Ziyaad,  and  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  fighting  and  killing.  Then  Mus'ab  ibn  az- 
Zubayr  came  and  killed  al-Mukhtaar,  and  there  was  more 
turmoil.  Then  'Abd  al-Malik  ibn  Marwaan  came  and  killed 
Mus'ab  ibn  az-Zubayr  and  there  was  more  turmoil.  'Abd 
al-Malik  sent  al-Hajjaaj  to  'Abdullah  ibn  az-Zubayr,  and  he 
besieged  him  for  a  while,  then  he  killed  him  and  there  was 
more  turmoil.  When  al-Hajjaaj  was  appointed  as  governor  of 
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Iraq,  Ibn  al-Ash'ath  rebelled  against  him  with  a  large  number 
of  people  of  Iraq,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  turmoil.  All  of 
this  happened  after  the  death  of  Mu'aawiyah.  Then  came  the 
turmoil  of  Ibn  al-Muhallab  in  Khorasan,  the  killing  of  Zayd 
ibn ' Ali  in  Kufah,  and  the  killing  of  many  other  people.  Then 
Abu  Muslim  and  others  rebelled  in  Khorasan  and  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  war  and  turmoil  that  it  would  take  too  long 
to  describe  here.  And  so  it  continued.  There  was  no  Muslim 
king  better  than  Mu'aawiyah  nor  were  the  people  under  any 
king  better  off  than  at  the  time  of  Mu'aawiyah,  if  his  rule  is 
compared  to  the  rule  of  the  kings  who  came  after  him.  But  if 
it  is  compared  to  the  rule  of  Abu  Bakr  and  'Umar,  then  the 
difference  is  obvious. 

Abu  Bakr  al-Athram  narrated,  and  it  was  narrated  via 
him  by  Ibn  Battah:  Muhammad  ibn  'Amr  ibn  Jablah  told 
us,  Muhammad  ibn  Marwaan  told  us,  from  Yoonus,  from 
Qataadah  who  said:  "If  a  man  like  Mu'aawiyah  were 
appointed  over  you,  most  of  you  would  say,  This  is  the 
Mahdi." 

It  was  also  narrated  by  Ibn  Battah  with  two  proven  isnaads 
from  al-A'mash  from  Mujaahid  who  said:  "If  you  had  lived 
during  the  rule  of  Mu'aawiyah,  you  would  have  said:  'This 
is  the  Mahdi.'" 

It  was  narrated  by  al-Athram:  Muhammad  ibn  Hawwaash 
told  us:  Abu  Hurayrah  al-Maktab  told  us:  "We  were  with 
al-A'mash  and  they  mentioned  'Umar  ibn  'Abd  al-'Azeez 
and  his  justice.  Al-A'mash  said:"  How  about  if  you  had  seen 
Mu'aawiyah?"  They  said:  "Do  you  mean  his  forbearance?" 
He  said:  "No,  by  Allah,  (I  mean)  his  justice." 

'Abdullah  ibn  Ahmad  ibn  Hanbal  said:  My  father  told  me: 
Abu  Bakr  ibn  'Ayyaash  told  me,  from  Ibn  Ishaaq  who  said: 
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"When  Mu'aawiyah  came,  he  decreed  to  give  the  people 
stipends  on  the  basis  of  what  their  fathers  had  been  given, 
and  when  it  was  my  turn  he  granted  me  three  hundred 

dirhams." 

'Abdullah  said:  Abu  Sa'eed  al-AsHajj  told  us:  Abu  Usaamah 
told  us:  ath-Thaqafi  told  us,  from  Abu  Ishaaq  as-Subay'i  that  he 
mentioned  Mu'aawiyah  and  said:  "If  you  had  lived  during  his 
time,  you  would  have  said  that  he  was  the  Mahdi." 

Al-Athram  narrated:  Muhammad  ibn  al-'Alaa'  narrated, 
from  Abu  Bakr  ibn  'Ayyaash,  from  Abu  Ishaaq  who  said:  "I 
have  never  seen  anyone  like  him  after  him."  -  referring  to 
Mu'aawiyah. 

Al-Baghawi  said:  Suwayd  ibn  Sa'eed  told  us:  Dimaam  ibn 
Ismaa'eel  told  us,  from  Abu  Qays  who  said:  "Mu'aawiyah 
appointed  a  man  in  charge  of  every  tribe,  and  a  man  among 
us  who  was  known  by  the  kunyah  Abu  Yahya  (who  was 
appointed  in  charge  of  us)  would  go  around  every  day  to 
places  where  the  people  gathered  to  find  out  whether  any 
child  had  been  born  the  previous  night,  whether  anything 
had  happened  the  previous  night,  whether  any  guests  had 
come.  And  they  would  say  yes,  a  man  from  Yemen  came 
with  his  family,  and  they  would  tell  him  his  name  and  the 
names  of  his  family.  And  when  he  had  gone  to  the  entire 
tribe,  he  would  come  to  the  diwan  (official  records)  and  write 
their  names  in  the  diwan. 

Muhammad  ibn '  Awf  at-Taa'i  narrated:  Abu'l-Mugheerah 
told  us:  Ibn  Abi  Maryam  told  us,  from  'Atiyyah  ibn  Qays 
who  said:  I  heard  Mu'aawiyah  ibn  Abi  Sufyaan  address  us 
and  say:  "In  your  bayt  al-maal  there  is  a  surplus  after  giving 
you  your  stipends;  I  am  going  to  share  it  out  among  you,  and 
if  there  is  a  surplus  next  year  I  shall  share  it  out  among  you, 
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otherwise,  do  not  blame  me.  It  is  not  my  wealth;  rather  it  is 
the  wealth  of  Allah  that  He  has  granted  to  you." 

The  virtues  of  Mu'aawiyah,  such  as  his  good  conduct, 
justice  and  kindness,  were  many. 

In  as-Saheeh  it  is  narrated  that  a  man  said  to  Ibn  'Abbaas: 
"Do  you  know  that  Ameer  al-Mu'mineen  Mu'aawiyah  only 
prays  one  rak'ah  for  WitrV.  He  said:  'He  did  right;  he  has 
deep  knowledge  of  Islam."'(1) 

Al-Baghawi  narrated  in  his  Mu'jam  with  his  isnaad,  and 
Ibn  Battah  narrated  with  a  different  isnaad,  both  from  Sa'eed 
ibn  'Abd  al-'Azeez  from  Ismaa'eel  ibn  'Abdillah  ibn  AbiT- 
Muhaajir  from  Qays  ibn  al-Haarith  from  as-Sanaabahi  from 
Abu'd-Darda'  who  said:  "I  have  never  seen  anyone  whose 
prayer  was  more  like  the  prayer  of  the  Messenger  of  Allah 
than  this  Imam  of  yours.  "-  meaning  Mu'aawiyah.(2) 

This  is  the  testimony  of  the  Sahabah  to  his  knowledge  of 
Islam  and  his  religious  commitment.  The  one  who  testified 
to  his  knowledge  of  Islam  was  Ibn  'Abbaas  and  the  one  who 
testified  to  his  sound  performance  of  the  prayer  was  Abu'd- 
Darda',  who  are  prominent  figures,  and  there  are  many 
corroborating  reports. 

Mu'aawiyah  had  all  these  virtues  even  though  he  was  not 
one  of  the  earliest  Muslims;  rather  it  was  said  that  he  was  one 
of  those  who  became  Muslim  after  the  conquest  of  Makkah, 
and  it  was  also  said  that  he  became  Muslim  before  that.  He 
used  to  admit  that  he  was  not  one  of  the  highest-ranking  of 
the  Sahabah.  Yet  this  was  how  he  ruled  the  Muslims  even 


(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  Ashaab  an-Nabi  $g 

(2)  al-Haythami  said  in  Majma'  az-Zawaa'id  (9/357):  It  was  narrated 
by  at-Tabaraani  and  its  men  are  the  men  of  as-Saheeh  apart  from 
Qays  ibn  al-Haarith  al-Madhhaji,  who  is  thiqah  (trustworthy) 


though  he  had  a  vast  area  under  his  control,  as  the  area 
under  his  control  extended  from  Khorasan  to  North  Africa, 
and  from  Cyprus  to  Yemen. 

It  is  known  according  to  the  consensus  of  the  Muslims 
that  Mu'aawiyah  does  not  come  anywhere  near  'Uthmaan 
and  'Ali  in  rank,  let  alone  Abu  Bakr  and  'Umar,  so  how 
could  anyone  other  than  the  Sahabah  be  compared  to  them? 
Is  there  any  king  whose  conduct  is  like  that  of  Mu'aawiyah? 
The  point  is  that  the  turmoil  and  internal  strife  that  occurred 
in  the  ummah  and  the  sins  that  were  committed  as  a  result 
after  the  time  of  the  Sahabah  were  great  in  number  and  more 
grave,  yet  the  things  that  expiate  sins  still  existed  for  the 
ummah.  As  for  the  Sahabah,  the  majority  of  them,  and  the 
majority  of  their  prominent  figures,  never  got  involved  in 
any  turmoil  or  internal  strife. 

'Abdullah  ibn  al-Imam  Ahmad  said:  my  father  told  us: 
Ismaa'eel  ibn  'Aliyyah  told  us:  Ayyoob  as-Sakhtiyaani  told 
us,  from  Muhammad  ibn  Sireen  who  said:  "Turmoil  and 
internal  strife  began  when  the  Companions  of  the  Messenger 
of  Allah  M  numbered  ten  thousand,  and  barely  one  hundred 
of  them  took  part  in  it;  in  fact  that  number  did  not  even  reach 
thirty."  This  isnaad  is  one  of  the  soundest  isnaads  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  and  Muhammad  ibn  Sireen  is  one  of  the  most 
pious  of  people  in  his  speech  and  his  reports  are  among  the 
soundest  of  reports. 

'Abdullah  said:  my  father  told  us,  Isma'eel  told  us, 
Mansoor  ibn  'Abd  ar-Rahmaan  told  us:  ash-Sha'bi  said: 
"None  of  the  Companions  of  the  Messenger  of  Allah  M  were 
present  at  the  Battle  of  the  Camel  except  'Ali,  'Ammaar, 
Talhah  and  az-Zubayr.  If  they  can  prove  that  a  fifth  was 
present  then  I  am  lying." 

IS 


'Abdullah  ibn  Ahmad  said:  my  father  told  us,  Umayyah 
ibn  Khalid  told  us:  It  was  said  to  Shu'bah  that  Abu  Shaybah 
narrated  from  al-Hakam  from  'Abd  ar-Rahmaan  ibn  Abi 
Layla  who  said:  "Seventy  of  the  people  of  Badr  were  present 
at  Siffeen."  He  said:  "He  is  lying,  by  Allah.  I  discussed 
that  with  al-Hakam;  we  discussed  it  in  his  house  and  we 
concluded  that  none  of  the  people  of  Badr  was  present  at 
Siffeen  apart  from  Khuzaymah  ibn  Thaabit." 

I  [Ibn  Taymiyah]  say:  This  denial  indicates  that  those  (of 
the  Sahabah)  who  were  present  were  few;  it  was  said  that  Sahl 
ibn  Hunayf  and  Abu  Ayyoob  were  present,  but  the  words  of 
Ibn  Sireen  are  sound.  You  could  hardly  count  one  hundred 
who  took  part  in  this  battle. 

Ibn  Battah  narrated  that  Bukayr  ibn  al-AsHajj  said: 
"Indeed  there  are  men  among  the  people  of  Badr  who  stayed 
in  their  houses  after  the  murder  of  'Uthmaan  and  never  left 
except  to  their  graves." 

7.  The  trial  that  the  believer  goes  through  in  his  grave  of 
being  squeezed  and  being  questioned  by  the  two  angels 

8.  What  will  happen  to  him  in  the  Hereafter  of  the  terrors  of 
the  Day  of  Resurrection 

9.  What  is  proven  in  as-Saheehayn  that  when  the  believers 
cross  the  siraat  they  will  be  detained  on  a  bridge  between 
Paradise  and  Hell,  and  they  will  settle  all  scores  between 
them.  Then  once  they  are  cleansed  and  purified,  permission 
will  be  given  to  them  to  enter  Paradise.{1) 

These  means  of  expiation  cannot  all  be  missed  by  the 
believer  except  a  few,  so  how  about  the  Sahabah  (may  Allah 
be  pleased  with  them)  who  are  the  best  generations  of  this 

(1)     Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  al-Mazaalim  and  Kitaab  ar-Riqaaq, 
from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Sa'eed  al-Khudri  & 
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ummah?  This  has  to  do  with  the  sins  that  they  are  proven 
to  have  committed,  so  how  about  the  lies  that  have  been 
fabricated  against  them?  And  how  about  their  good  deeds 
that  others  regard  as  evil  deeds? 

As  is  proven  in  as-Saheeh:  A  man  wanted  to  criticise 
'Uthmaan  in  the  presence  of  Ibn  'Umar,  and  he  said  that  he 
had  fled  on  the  day  of  Uhud,  and  he  was  not  present  at  Badr 
or  at  bay' at  ar-radwaan  (the  oath  of  allegiance  that  was  sworn 
at  al-Hudaybiyah).  Ibn  'Umar  said:  "As  for  the  day  of  Uhud, 
Allah  pardoned  him  for  that,  but  he  made  a  mistake  with 
you  people  and  you  never  forgave  him.  As  for  the  day  of 
Badr,  the  Prophet  M  appointed  him  to  stay  behind  and  look 
after  his  daughter,  and  he  allocated  a  share  to  him.  As  for 
bay' at  ar-radwaan,  it  only  came  about  because  of  'Uthmaan. 
The  Prophet  M  sent  him  to  Makkah  and  he  swore  allegiance 
on  his  behalf  with  his  own  hand,  and  the  hand  of  the  Prophet 
m  is  better  than  the  hand  of  'Uthmaan." P> 

Ibn  'Umar  responded  by  pointing  out  that  what  they 
regarded  as  faults  on  'Uthmaan's  part  were  not  in  fact  faults. 
Allah  has  pardoned  him  for  the  first  one  and  the  rest  were 
not  faults  at  all;  rather  they  were  good  deeds.  This  applies 
to  most  of  what  the  Sahabah  are  criticised  for;  they  are  either 
good  deeds  or  they  were  forgiven. 

149.  What  Ameer  al-Mu'mineen  'Ali  ibn  Abi  Taalib 
said  to  his  two  sons,  al-Hasan  and  al-Husayn,  on 
the  day  of  Siffeen 

(6/209) 

'Ali  ibn  Abi  Taalib  <$>  regretted  things  that  he  had  done  of 

(1)     Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  Ashaab  an-Nabi  $$  and 
Kitaab  al-Maghaazi 
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fighting  and  other  things.  He  used  to  say:  "I  made  a  serious 
mistake  for  which  there  is  no  excuse;  I  shall  be  careful  after 
this  and  I  shall  discuss  matters  with  everyone  in  order  to 
reach  the  right  decision."  He  used  to  say  on  the  nights  of 
Siffeen:  "How  smart  is  the  stance  taken  by  'Abdullah  ibn 
'Umar  and  Sa'd  ibn  Maalik;(1)  if  it  is  right,  the  reward  will 
be  great  and  if  it  is  wrong,  it  is  not  a  serious  mistake."  And 
he  used  to  say:  "O  Hasan,  O  Hasan,  your  father  did  not  think 
that  matters  would  go  so  far;  your  father  wishes  that  he  had 
died  twenty  years  before  this." 

1 50.  Ibn  Taymiyah's  opinion  about  the  book  of  ash- 
Shahrasataani 

(6/305-308) 

With  regard  to  his-  i.e.,  the  Raafidi  Ibn  al-Mutahhir  - 
saying  that  ash-Shahrasataani(2)  was  one  of  the  most  biased 
against  the  Imamis,  that  is  not  the  case.  Rather  he  showed 
an  inclination  towards  some  of  their  issues,  and  he  even 
sometimes  quotes  the  views  of  the  Baatini  Isma'ilis.  Some 
people  who  accused  him  said  that  he  was  Isma'ili,  but  that 
is  not  true  either.  Those  who  accused  him  referred  to  some 
of  his  words  and  conduct.  However,  it  may  be  said  that  in 
some  ways  he  had  an  inclination  towards  the  Shi' ah  and  in 
other  ways  towards  the  companions  of  al-Ash'ari. 


(1)  'Abdullah  ibn  'Umar  4»  and  Sa'd  ibn  Maalik  4i>  took  a  neutral 
stance  during  the  conflict  between  ' Ali  and  Mu'aawiyah  and  did 
not  take  any  part  in  the  fighting. 

(2)  ash-Shahrasataani:  Muhammad  ibn  'Abd  al-Kareem  ibn  Ahmad 
ash-Shahrasataani  ash-Shaafa'i,  Abu'l-Fath.  He  was  born  in 
Shahrastan;  he  travelled  to  Baghdad  and  settled  there,  where  he 
studied  rhetoric,  usool  and  so  on.  His  books  include:  Nihaayat  al- 
Icjdaam,  and  al-Milal  wan-Nihal.  He  died  in  548  AH. 

See  his  biography  in  Shadharaat  adh-Dhahab  by  Ibn  al-'Imaad,  4/149 


In  brief,  ash-Shahrasataani  shows  an  inclination  towards 
the  Shi' ah,  either  because  he  genuinely  had  that  inclination  in 
his  heart  or  he  was  merely  flattering  them  (for  some  personal 
interest),  as  this  book,  al-Milal  wa'n-Nihal,  was  written  for  one 
of  their  prominent  figures  who  held  a  position  of  authority 
in  some  diwan  (ministry),  and  ash-Shahrasataani  had  a 
reason  to  try  to  appease  him.  He  also  wrote  for  him  (another 
book)  al-Musaara'ah,  and  there  was  a  debate  between  him 
and  Ibn  Seena  because  of  his  inclination  towards  Shi'ism 
and  philosophy.  The  best  that  can  be  said  about  him  is  that 
he  was  a  Shi'i,  if  not  an  Isma'ili  -  I  mean  the  one  for  whom 
ash-Shahrasataani  wrote  the  book  (not  ash-Shahrasataani 
himself).  Hence  he  very  clearly  sided  with  the  Shi' ah. 

As  we  see  in  some  of  his  other  books  refutations  of  the 
arguments  of  the  Imamis,  this  indicates  that  he  was  seeking 
to  flatter  or  appease  them  in  that  particular  book,  because 
of  the  person  for  whom  he  wrote  it.  Moreover,  this  strange 
report  that  ash-Shahrasataani  narrated  at  the  beginning  of 
al-Milal  wa'n-Nihal,  about  Iblees  debating  with  the  angels, 
is  something  that  could  not  be  known  except  through  texts 
(of  the  Qur'an  or  Sunnah).  He  did  not  mention  any  isnaad 
for  it;  rather  it  has  no  isnaad  at  all.  This  was  not  narrated 
from  the  Prophet  or  from  any  of  the  Sahabah  or  any  of 
the  well-known  Imams  of  the  Muslims,  nor  is  it  something 
that  was  known  to  the  People  of  the  Book.  This  could  not  be 
known  except  through  a  text  from  the  Prophets.  Rather  it  is 
found  in  some  of  the  books  of  philosophy  and  some  of  the 
books  of  the  Christians.  Most  of  the  arguments  quoted  by 
ash-Shahrasataani  are  from  the  books  of  the  Mu'tazilah,  who 
disbelieved  in  the  divine  decree,  so  it  is  possible  -  and  Allah 
knows  best  -  that  some  of  those  who  denied  the  divine  decree 
fabricated  poetry  and  attributed  it  to  a  Jew,  in  order  to  use  it 
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as  proof  against  those  who  believed  in  the  divine  decree,  and 
so  on.  We  have  seen  many  of  the  Qadaris  (those  who  deny 
the  divine  decree)  fabricate  things  and  attribute  them  to  the 
kuffaar  in  an  attempt  to  come  up  with  an  argument  against 
what  Allah  said;  their  aim  is  to  deny  the  divine  decree. 

Whoever  believed  in  it  (this  argument  that  is  falsely 
attributed  to  some  of  the  People  of  the  Book),  it  is  as  if  he 
has  accepted  an  argument  against  the  divine  text,  as  we  find 
many  of  the  Shi'ah  attributing  their  fabricated  arguments  to 
some  Jew,  so  that  it  might  be  said  to  Ahl  as-Sunnah:  Answer 
this  Jew.  And  they  address  that  to  (a  Sunni)  who  does  not 
have  enough  knowledge  to  highlight  the  flaws  in  that 
argument,  one  of  the  uneducated  masses. 

1 51 .  The  efforts  of  the  Raafidis  to  cause  harm  to 
the  Muslims  is  ongoing  and  has  never  stopped 
throughout  the  ages 

(6/372-375) 

Let  every  man  with  reason  examine  what  is  happening 
in  his  own  time  and  what  has  happened  in  the  recent  past 
to  the  Muslims  of  turmoil,  evil  and  trouble.  He  will  realise 
that  most  of  that  is  caused  by  the  Raafidis.  You  will  find  them 
(the  Raafidis)  to  be  the  worst  troublemakers  who  are  striving 
the  hardest  to  cause  turmoil  and  mischief;  they  never  spare 
any  effort  to  cause  turmoil  and  mischief  and  stir  up  trouble 
in  the  ummah. 

We  have  seen  with  our  own  eyes,  and  have  heard 
confirmed  in  many  reports,  and  have  seen  what  has 
happened  in  our  own  time  when  Genghis  Khan,  the  king 
of  the  kaafir  Turks,  emerged  and  attacked  the  Muslim  lands, 
and  how  much  harm  he  caused  to  Islam  and  the  Muslims. 
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No  rational  person  would  doubt  the  extent  of  evil  that  was 
caused  by  the  prevailing  over  the  Muslims  of  these  kaafirs 
and  mushrikeen,  who  do  not  believe  in  the  twin  declaration 
of  faith  or  any  of  the  other  five  pillars;  they  do  not  fast 
Ramadan,  they  do  not  perform  Hajj  to  the  Ancient  House; 
they  do  not  believe  in  Allah  or  His  Angels,  His  Books,  His 
Messengers  or  the  Last  Day. 

The  most  knowledgeable  of  them  and  the  most  religiously 
committed  is  a  mushrik  who  worships  the  stars  and  idols,  but 
all  he  wants  to  achieve  is  to  become  a  sorcerer  or  soothsayer 
who  has  a  connection  with  the  jinn.  They  commit  a  great 
deal  of  shirk  and  immorality  that  is  worse  than  anything 
committed  by  the  soothsayers  who  existed  among  the  Arabs 
(before  Islam). 

No  rational  person  will  doubt  that  for  such  people  to 
prevail  over  Muslim  lands  and  capture  the  relatives  of  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  M  among  the  Haashimis,  such  as  the 
descendents  of  al-' Abbaas  and  others,  killing  them,  shedding 
their  blood,  taking  their  women  captive,  molesting  them, 
capturing  and  enslaving  their  children,  diverting  them 
from  the  religion  of  Allah  to  kufr,  killing  the  scholars  and 
religiously  committed  men  who  are  devoted  to  the  Qur'an 
and  prayer,  venerating  the  temples  of  idols  that  they  call 
" badhkaanaat,"  as  well  as  synagogues  and  churches,  to  the 
exclusion  of  mosques,  giving  precedence  to  the  mushrikeen 
and  the  People  of  the  Book,  Christians  and  others,  over  the 
Muslims  so  that  the  mushrikeen  and  people  of  the  Book  are 
held  in  higher  esteem  and  given  greater  power  and  authority, 
and  are  more  respected  than  the  Muslims,  and  so  on  -  these 
are  all  things  that  no  rational  person  would  doubt  are  more 
harmful  to  the  Muslims  than  their  fighting  one  another.  If 
the  Messenger  of  Allah  %  saw  what  has  happened  to  his 
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ummah  at  the  hands  of  these  Mongols,  he  would  be  more 
hurt  and  angry  than  seeing  two  Muslims  fight  one  another 
for  power.  None  of  them  (i.e.,  the  Muslims,  in  their  internal 
conflicts)  took  the  womenfolk  of  the  other  party  captive  or 
benefited  any  kaafir  in  any  way;  nor  did  he  try  to  abolish  any 
of  the  well-established  laws  or  visible  rituals  of  Islam. 

Yet  despite  all  that  you  see  the  Raafidis  helping  these  kuffaar 
and  supporting  them  against  the  Muslims,  as  the  people  saw 
when  Hulagu,  the  king  of  the  kaafir  Turks,  entered  Syria  in 
658  AH.  The  Raafidis  who  were  in  the  towns  and  cities  of 
Syria,  such  as  some  of  the  people  of  Aleppo  and  its  environs, 
and  some  of  the  people  of  Damascus  and  its  environs,  and 
other  cities,  were  among  the  greatest  helpers  and  supporters 
in  establishing  Hulagu's  power  and  authority  and  carrying 
out  his  commands,  in  an  effort  to  destroy  the  power  of  the 
Muslims. 

Similarly,  all  people  know  what  happened  in  Iraq  when 
Hulagu  came  to  Iraq  and  he  killed  the  caliph  and  shed  a  great 
deal  of  blood,  the  extent  of  which  is  known  only  to  Allah. 
The  vizier  of  the  caliph,  Ibn  al-'Alqami,  and  the  Raafidis 
became  Hulagu's  inner  circle  and  advisers  who  gave  him  a 
great  deal  of  help,  both  hidden  and  visible;  it  would  take  too 
long  to  describe  it  in  detail.  And  it  was  said  that  they  (the 
Raafidis)  were  with  Genghis  Khan  (in  his  army). 

The  Muslims  have  seen  what  they  have  done  on  the  coast  of 
Syria  and  elsewhere.  Whenever  the  Muslims  and  Christians 
(i.e.,  Crusaders)  fight,  you  can  see  that  their  inclination  is 
towards  the  Christians  and  they  support  them  as  much  as 
they  can;  they  hate  to  see  Christian  cities  conquered  (by  the 
Muslims),  as  they  hated  to  see  the  conquest  of  'Akka  (Acre) 
and  other  cities.  They  always  side  with  them  against  the 
Muslims,  to  such  an  extent  that  when  the  Muslim  army  was 
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defeated  in  Syria  in  599  AH,  and  there  was  no  Muslim  army 
left  in  Syria,  they  began  to  spread  mischief  in  the  land  and 
spread  all  kinds  of  evil,  killing,  seizing  wealth,  raising  the 
banner  of  the  cross,  giving  precedence  to  Christians  over 
the  Muslims,  handing  over  Muslim  prisoners,  wealth  and 
weapons  to  hostile  Christians  in  Cyprus,  and  so  on. 

This  and  similar  incidents  have  been  witnessed  by  the 
people  and  many  reports  have  reached  those  who  did  not 
see  it  for  themselves.  If  I  were  to  mention  all  that  I  have 
heard  and  seen  of  such  stories,  that  would  make  this  book 
very  long.  And  others  know  more  stories  and  more  details 
that  I  do  not  know. 

Their  helping  the  kuffaar  against  the  Muslims  and  their 
preference  for  kufr  and  its  people  to  prevail  over  Islam  and 
its  people  is  well  known.  Even  if  we  assume  that  the  Muslims 
were  wrongdoers  and  evildoers  who  had  committed  all  kinds 
of  innovations  that  could  be  more  serious  than  the  innovation  of 
reviling '  Ali  and  'Uthmaan,  then  the  wise  man  would  examine 
the  situation  according  to  the  principle  of  evaluating  the  better 
of  two  goods  and  the  worse  of  two  evils. 

Don't  you  see  that  Ahl  as-Sunnah,  although  they  say  what 
they  say  about  the  Khaarijis,  Raafidis  and  other  followers  of 
innovation,  still  do  not  help  the  kuffaar  against  their  fellow 
Muslims  and  they  never  prefer  the  prevalence  of  kufr  and 
its  people  over  the  prevalence  of  innovation  that  is  less  than 
kufr? 

When  the  Raafidis  have  the  opportunity,  they  do  not  refrain 
(from  causing  harm  to  the  Muslims).  Look  at  what  happened 
to  the  Muslims  in  the  state  of  Khudabanda;  how  much  evil 
they  caused  through  this  sultan  that,  had  it  persisted  and 
grown  stronger,  would  have  abolished  most  of  the  laws  of 


Islam.  They  want  to  extinguish  Allah's  Light  (with  which 
Muhammad  M  has  been  sent  -  Islamic  Monotheism)  with 
their  mouths,  but  Allah  will  not  allow  except  that  His  Light 
should  be  perfected  even  though  the  Kafiroon  (disbelievers) 
hate  (it),  (cf.  9:32). 

152.  A  good  and  comprehensive  principle:  all  a 
man's  female  relatives  are  forbidden  to  him  in 
marriage  except  his  female  cousins  (daughters  of 
his  paternal  uncle,  paternal  aunt,  maternal  uncle  or 
maternal  aunt) 

Von  Taymiyah  (may  Allah  be  pleased  with  him)  said,  in  the 
context  of  discussing  (the  Raafidi  concept  of)  infallibility: 

(6/414) 

If  the  religion  stipulated  that  the  Imam  should  be  infallible, 
then  his  deputy  (naa'ib)  should  also  be  required  to  be 
infallible,  and  this  is  not  possible  according  to  the  consensus 
of  rational  men.  If  the  religion  says  that  they  are  infallible  on 
the  basis  of  general  reports,  then  the  Prophet  £  could  have 
stated  that  in  general  terms,  as  our  Prophet  M  did  when  he 
stated  which  women  are  forbidden  in  marriage  and  which 
are  permissible.  All  of  a  man's  female  relatives  are  forbidden 
to  him  in  marriage  except  his  female  cousins  (daughters  of 
his  paternal  uncle,  paternal  aunt,  maternal  uncle  or  maternal 
aunt),  as  these  four  are  mentioned  in  Soorat  al-Ahzaab.(1) 

(1)  Allah  <te  says:  "O  Prophet  (Muhammad  SAW)!  Verily,  We  have  made  lawful 
to  you  your  wives,  to  whom  you  have  paid  their  Mahr  (bridal  money  given  by 
the  husband  to  his  wife  at  the  time  of  marriage),  and  those  (captives  or  slaves) 
whom  your  right  hand  possesses  -  whom  Allah  has  given  to  you,  and  the 
daughters  of  your  'Amm  (paternal  uncles)  and  the  daughters  of  your  'Ammah 
(paternal  aunts)  and  the  daughters  of  your  Khaal  (maternal  uncles)  and  the 


1 53.  Ibn  Ishaaq,  the  author  of  as-Seerah,  is  one  of 
those  who  were  biased  in  favour  of  'Ali 


Ibn  Ishaaq(1)  said  in  his  Seer  ah,  -  and  he  is  one  of  those  who 
are  biased  in  favour  of  'Ali  ibn  Abi  Taalib  and  are  inclined 


daughters  of  your  Khaalah  (maternal  aunts)  who  migrated  (from  Makkah) 
with  you,  and  a  believing  woman  if  she  offers  herself  to  the  Prophet,  and  the 
Prophet  wishes  to  marry  her;  a  privilege  for  you  only,  not  for  the  (rest  of)  the 
believers.  Indeed  We  know  what  We  have  enjoined  upon  them  about  their 
wives  and  those  (captives  or  slaves)  whom  their  right  hands  possess,  -  in 
order  that  there  should  be  no  difficulty  on  you.  And  Allah  is  Ever  Oft-Forgiving, 
Most  Merciful"  [al-Ahzaab  33:50]. 

(1)  Muhammad  ibn  Ishaaq  ibn  Yasaar  ibn  Khiyaar  al-Muttalibi  (his 
grandfather  Yasaar  was  the  freed  slave  of  Banu  'Abd  al-Muttalib) 
al-Madani,  who  lived  in  Iraq.  He  was  one  of  the  scholars  of  hadeeth 
who  narrated  a  great  deal,  and  he  is  the  author  of  the  famous 
Seerah.  He  was  a  leading  scholar  whose  virtue,  knowledge  and 
prominence  in  hadeeth  narration  were  widely  acknowledged. 
Some  spoke  ill  of  him,  but  he  was  defended  by  many  of  the 
leading  scholars  of  hadeeth  who  regarded  him  as  trustworthy  and 
said:  No  one  spoke  ill  of  him  except  Imam  Maalik  and  Hishaam 
ibn  'Urwah,  but  their  views  concerning  him  may  be  understood  in 
such  a  way  that  it  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  his  hadeeth  is  to 
be  rejected;  all  the  leading  scholars  regarded  him  as  trustworthy. 
Abu  Zar'ah  said:  The  author  of  the  Seerah,  Ibn  Ishaaq,  is  a  man 
from  whom  all  major  scholars  are  agreed  to  accept  his  hadeeth 
and  narrate  from  him.  The  scholars  of  hadeeth  examined  him 
and  decided  that  he  was  true  and  good.  He  was  classed  as  thiqah 
(trustworthy)  by  Ibn  Ma'een,  al-'Ajli,  Ibn  Sa'd,  Ibn  Hibbaan, 
Ibn  al-Mubaarak  and  others.  Some  scholars  criticised  him  for 
narrating  from  Jewish  sources  and  for  his  lenient  approach  with 
regard  to  narrating  reports  of  maghaazi  and  seerah,  and  for  his 
occasional  tadlees  (ambiguity).  Muslim  narrated  from  him  in 
works  other  than  his  Saheeh,  and  al-Bukhari  narrated  from  him 
in  mu'allaq  reports.  One  of  his  greatest  works  was  compiling  and 
writing  the  Seerah.  He  died  in  152  AH. 

See:  Tahdheeb  at-Tahdheeb,  9/38-46,  biography  no.  51 


(7/113) 


towards  him  -  that  the  Prophet  left  his  house  and  appointed 
'Ali  to  stay  behind  in  his  bed  on  the  night  when  the  kuffaar 
were  planning  to  kill  him... 

1 54.  None  of  the  arguments  of  the  Raafidis  are 
based  on  sound  reports  or  sound  reasoning.  If 
a  man  were  to  say:  I  hate  the  most  ignorant  of 
people,  what  he  said  could  only  refer  to  the  Raafidis 

(7/172) 

No  doubt  this  ignorant  and  unjust  Raafidi  bases  his 
argument  on  false  premises.  Among  the  innovated  groups 
there  are  none  whose  arguments  are  as  flimsy  and  weak 
as  the  Raafidis,  unlike  the  Mu'tazilah  and  others  who  have 
arguments  and  proof  that  could  confuse  many  people  of 
knowledge  and  sound  reasoning  who  would  not  be  able  to 
see  their  flaws.  But  as  for  the  Raafidis,  they  have  no  argument 
at  all  that  could  deceive  anyone  but  the  most  ignorant  or 
a  wrongdoer  who  follows  his  whims  and  desires  and  who 
accepts  whatever  suits  his  whims  and  desires,  whether  it 
is  true  or  false.  Hence  it  is  said  concerning  them  that  they 
have  no  rational  argument,  no  text,  no  sound  religion  and  no 
worldly  achievements. 

Some  of  the  scholars  said:  If  anyone  connected  something 
to  the  most  ignorant  of  people,  that  could  only  mean  the 
Raafidis,  such  as  if  he  swore,  I  hate  the  most  ignorant  of 
people,  and  so  on.  But  if  he  wanted  to  make  a  bequest  to 
the  most  ignorant  of  people,  that  bequest  would  not  be 
valid  because  a  bequest  may  only  be  made  in  order  to  draw 
closer  to  Allah.  However,  if  he  makes  a  bequest  to  a  group  of 
people  among  whom  there  happen  to  be  some  kaafirs  that  is 
permissible,  unlike  if  he  were  to  make  disbelief  or  ignorance 
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a  condition  of  entitlement  to  the  bequest. 

1 55.  Saheeh  hadeeths  concerning  the  virtues  of  'Ali  4* 

(7/320-321) 

Ibn  Hazm  said:  What  is  mentioned  of  the  virtues  of  'Ali  % 
in  Saheeh  reports  is  the  words  of  the  Prophet  H 

"You  are  to  me  as  Haroon  was  to  Moosa,  except  that  there 
is  no  Prophet  after  me"a) 

and 

"I  shall  give  the  banner  tomorrow  to  a  man  who  loves 
Allah  and  His  Messenger,  and  Allah  and  His  Messenger 
love  him.  "(2) 

But  these  (qualities  mentioned  in  the  second  hadeeth)  are 
characteristics  that  are  required  of  every  virtuous,  believing 
Muslim.  The  Prophet  M  also  said: 

"No  one  loves  'Ali  but  a  believer  and  no  one  hates  him  but 
a  hypocrite.  "(3) 

However,  a  similar  report  was  also  narrated  concerning 
the  Ansaar: 

"No  one  hates  them  who  believes  in  Allah  and  the  Last 
Day."W 

And  it  was  narrated  that  the  Prophet  M  said: 
"If I  am  a  person 's  mawla  (patron),  'Ali  is  also  his  mawla.  "(5) 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  KitaabFadaa'il  Ashaab  an-Nabi  M;  Muslim, 
Kitaab  Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Sa'd  ibn  Abi 
Waqqaas 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah;  Muslim,  Kitaab 
Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah 

(3)  Narrated  by  Muslim  in  his  Saheeh,  Kitaabal-Eemaan 

(4)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  Manaaqib  al-Ansaar;  Muslim, 
Kitaab  al-Eemaan 

(5)  Narrated  by  at-Tirmidhi,  Kitaab  al-Manaaqib.  This  hadeeth  was 
classed  as  hasan  by  Imam  Ahmad  and  at-Tirmidhi;  it  was  classed 
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But  this  report  is  not  soundly  narrated  via  trustworthy 
narrators  at  all.  As  for  the  rest  of  the  hadeeths  that  the  RaafMis 
cling  to,  they  are  fabricated,  as  is  clear  to  anyone  who  has 
the  slightest  knowledge  of  hadeeth  and  the  transmission  of 
reports. 

If  it  is  said:  Ibn  Hazm  did  not  mention  what  is  narrated 
in  as-Saheehayn  of  the  hadeeth,  "You  are  of  me  and  I  am  of  you, 
and  the  hadeeth  of  al-mubaahalah®  and  the  hadeeth  of  al-kisa'(3). 


as  Saheeh  by  al-Albaani  in  Saheeh  al-Jaami',  1/353 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhari,  Kitaab  as-Sulh  and  elsewhere 

(2)  It  was  narrated  from  'Aamir  ibn  Sa'd  ibn  Abi  Waqqaas  that 
his  father  said:  Mu'aawiyah  ibn  Abi  Sufyaan  said  to  Sa'd: 
What  kept  you  from  impugning  Abu't-Turaab  (i.e.,  'Ali)? 
He  said:  It  is  because  of  three  things  that  I  remembered  that 
the  Messenger  of  Allah  H  said  that  I  will  never  impugn  him, 
because  if  one  of  them  were  for  me  that  would  be  dearer  to 
me  than  red  camels.  I  heard  the  Messenger  of  Allah  M  say  to 
him,  when  he  appointed  him  in  charge  of  Madinah  during  his 
absence  when  he  went  on  one  of  his  campaigns,  and  'Ali  said 
to  him:  O  Messenger  of  Allah,  are  you  leaving  me  behind  with 
the  women  and  children?  The  Messenger  of  Allah  H  said  to 
him:  "Does  it  not  please  you  to  be  to  me  as  Haroon  was  to 
Moosa?  Except  that  there  will  be  no  Prophethood  after  me." 
And  I  heard  him  say  on  the  day  of  Khaybar:  "I  shall  give  the 
flag  to  a  man  who  loves  Allah  and  His  Messenger,  and  Allah 
and  His  Messenger  love  him."  We  were  all  hoping  for  it,  but  he 
said:  "Call  'Ali  for  me."  He  was  brought,  and  he  was  suffering 
from  an  inflammation  in  the  eyes.  He  spat  in  his  eyes  and  gave 
the  flag  to  him,  and  Allah  granted  him  victory.  And  when  this 
verse  was  revealed  -  "let  us  call  our  sons  and  your  sons"  [Aal  'Imraan 
3:16]  -  the  Messenger  of  Allah  called  'Ali,  Faatimah,  Hasan 
and  Husayn  and  said:  "O  Allah,  these  are  my  family." 
Narrated  by  Muslim  in  his  Saheeh,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah. 

(3)  It  was  narrated  from  'Aa'ishah  that  the  Prophet  M  went  out  one 
morning  wearing  a  striped  cloak  of  black  camel  hair.  Al-Hasan 
ibn  'Ali  came  and  he  enfolded  him  in  the  cloak,  then  al-Husayn 
came  and  he  enfolded  him  in  it,  then  Faatimah  came  and  he 
enfolded  her  in  it,  then  'Ali  came  and  he  enfolded  him  in  it,  then 
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The  response  is  that  what  Ibn  Hazm  meant  was  sound 
hadeeths  in  which  only  'Ali  on  his  own  was  mentioned.  As 
for  these  hadeeths,  others  are  mentioned  along  with  him.  The 
Prophet  M  said  to  Ja'far:  "You  resemble  me  in  physical  appearance 
and  attitude,"  and  he  said  to  Zayd:  "You  are  our  brother  and 
our  mawla  (freed  slave)."  The  hadeeth  of  al-mubaahalah  and 
the  hadeeth  of  al-kisa'  mention  'Ali  along  with  Faatimah,  al- 
Hasan  and  al-Husayn,  hence  the  argument  against  Ibn  Hazm 
is  not  valid. 

1 56.  In  the  Qur'an,  Allah  gives  forty-two  likenesses 

(7/334) 

In  general  there  are  very  many  parallels  or  likenesses, 
but  that  does  not  mean  that  the  things  that  are  compared 
are  similar  in  every  way;  rather  the  comparison  should  be 
understood  within  the  context.  Moreover,  it  does  not  mean 
that  there  is  nothing  else  that  is  also  like  the  thing  compared; 
rather  other  things  may  also  share  the  comparison.  Allah  $g 
says: 

"The  likeness  of  those  who  spend  their  wealth 
in  the  Way  of  Allah,  is  as  the  likeness  of  a  grain 
(of  corn);  it  grows  seven  ears,  and  each  ear  has  a 
hundred  grains." 

[al-Baqarah  2:261] 

"And  put  forward  to  them  a  similitude;  the  (story  of 
the)  dwellers  of  the  town..." 

[Ya-Seen  36:13] 

"The  likeness  of  what  they  spend  in  this  world  is 

he  said:  "Allah  wishes  only  to  remove  Ar-Rijs  (evil  deeds  and  sins)  from  you, 
O  members  of  the  family  (of  the  Prophet  ^-j  &  J^),  and  to  purify  you  with 
a  thorough  purification"  [al-Ahzaab  33:33]. 

Narrated  by  Muslim  in  his  Saheeh,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah. 


the  likeness  of  a  wind  which  is  extremely  cold." 

[Aal  Imraan  3:117] 

It  was  said  that  there  are  forty-two  likenesses  in  the 
Qur'an. 

1 57.  With  regard  to  narration  of  hadeeth,  the  Raafidis  are 
of  different  types 

(7/442) 

Abu'l-Faraj  ibn  al-Jawzi  said:  "The  virtues  of '  Ali  narrated 
in  the  Saheeh  hadeeths  are  many,  but  the  Raafidis  were  not 
content  with  that  and  they  fabricated  reports  adding  things 
(to  his  virtues)  that  may  be  detrimental  and  not  raise  him  in 
status.  'Ali  has  no  need  of  all  these  fabricated  attributes." 

He  said:  "It  should  be  noted  that  the  Raafidis  are  of  three 
types.  One  type  heard  some  hadeeths  and  fabricated  other 
hadeeths,  adding  and  subtracting  things.  A  second  type  did 
not  hear  any  hadeeths,  so  you  see  them  attributing  things 
falsely  to  Ja'far  as-Saadiq  and  others.  And  a  third  type  are 
the  ignorant  masses;  they  say  whatever  they  want,  things 
that  may  or  may  not  be  in  harmony  with  reason." 
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1 58.  The  truth  about  the  book  Nahj  al-Balaaghah 

(8/55) 

Moreover,  most  of  the  speeches  that  are  narrated  by  the 
author  of  Nahj  al-Balaaghah,m  are  falsely  attributed  to  'Ali.  'Ali 
is  too  noble  and  of  too  high  a  status  to  have  uttered  such  words. 
Rather  these  people  fabricated  lies  and  thought  that  they  were 
words  of  praise;  they  are  not  true  and  they  are  not  words  of 
praise.  Anyone  who  says  that  the  words  of  'Ali  or  any  other 
human  being  are  superior  to  the  words  of  any  other  created 
being  is  wrong,  for  the  words  of  the  Prophet  M  are  superior  to 
his  words,  and  both  of  them  are  created  beings. 

What  is  mentioned  in  the  book  of  sound  ideas  that  are 
found  in  the  words  of  'Ali  may  also  be  found  in  the  words  of 
others.  But  the  authors  of  Nahj  al-Balaaghah  and  similar  books 
took  a  lot  of  words  said  by  other  people  and  attributed  them 
to  'Ali.  Some  of  it  is  narrated  from  'Ali,  as  his  words,  and 

(1)  Nahj  al-Balaaghah:  Ibn  Khallikaan  said  in  Wafiyyaat  al-A'yaan  in  his 
biography  of  al-Murtada  'Ali  ibn  al-Husayn  al-'Alawi  al-Husayni 
ash-Shareef:  The  scholars  differed  concerning  the  book  Nahj  al- 
Balaaghah  which  is  (allegedly)  a  compilation  of  the  words  of  'Ali 
ibn  Abi  Taalib  did  he  (al-Murtada)  compile  it  or  was  it  compiled 
by  his  brother  ar-Radiy?  It  was  said  that  these  are  not  the  words  of 
'Ali  and  that  the  one  who  compiled  it  and  attributed  it  to  'Ali  is 
the  one  who  fabricated  it.  And  Allah  knows  best. 
Adh-Dhahabi  said  in  al-Mizaan  (3/124),  in  his  biography  of  al- 
Murtada:  "He  is  the  one  who  is  accused  of  fabricating  the  book 
Nahj  al-Balaaghah,  although  he  made  some  contributions  to  the  field 
of  knowledge.  Anyone  who  studies  his  book  Nahj  al-Balaaghah  will 
become  certain  that  it  is  falsely  attributed  to  Ameer  al-Mu'mineen 
'Ali  as  it  contains  clear  insults  and  slurs  against  Abu  Bakr 
and  'Umar  (may  Allah  be  pleased  with  them),  and  it  contains 
contradictions  and  is  written  in  a  poor  style  which  anyone  who 
has  any  knowledge  of  the  Qurashi  Sahabah  and  those  who  came 
after  them  (of  other  Qurashis)  will  certain  that  most  of  the  book  is 
false." 
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some  of  it  is  words  that  would  be  befitting  for  him  to  have 
spoken,  but  they  are  in  fact  the  words  of  others. 

Hence  in  al-Bayaan  wa't-Tabyeen  by  al-Jaahiz(1)  and  other 
books  we  find  words  that  are  narrated  from  people  other 
than '  Ali,  but  the  author  of  Nahj  al-Balaaghah  attributed  them 
to  'Ali. 

If  these  speeches  that  are  narrated  in  Nahj  al-Balaaghah 
were  all  'Ali's  words,  they  would  have  been  extant  before 
this  book  was  written,  and  would  have  been  narrated  from 
him  with  and  without  isnaads.  Hence  anyone  who  has  any 
knowledge  of  reports  would  know  that  many  of  them,  in 
fact  most  of  them,  were  not  known  before  this,  and  would 
therefore  realise  that  they  are  false.  Otherwise,  let  the  one 
who  is  attributing  them  to  'Ali  tell  us  in  what  books  they  are 
mentioned,  who  narrated  them  from  'Ali  and  what  his  isnaad 
is.  Mere  claims  may  be  made  by  anybody. 

Anyone  who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  methods  of  the 
hadeeth  scholars  and  who  has  any  knowledge  of  reports  and 
isnaads,  and  how  to  sort  the  true  from  the  false,  will  realise 
that  those  who  narrated  such  reports  from  'Ali  were  among 
the  least  knowledgeable  about  reports  and  the  least  able  to 
distinguish  between  which  are  true  and  which  are  false. 

(1)  'Amr  ibn  Bahr  ibn  Mahboob,  who  is  Kinaani  by  means  of  wala', 
al-Laythi,  Abu  'Uthmaan,  who  is  known  as  al-Jaahiz.  He  was  a 
senior  literary  figure  and  the  leader  of  the  Jaahiziyyah  group  of 
the  Mu'tazilah. 

He  was  born  and  died  in  Basra  and  he  became  semi-paralysed  at  the 
end  of  his  life;  he  also  had  a  physical  deformity.  He  died  with  the 
book  on  his  chest,  and  was  killed  by  volumes  of  books  falling  on 
him.  He  wrote  many  books,  including  al-Haywaan  (4  vols.),  al- 
Bayaan  wa't-Tabyeen,  and  others.  He  died  in  255  AH. 

Adh-Dhahabi  said:  He  was  promiscuous  and  lacking  in  religious 
commitment;  he  had  some  odd  ideas. 

See:  Siyar  A'laam  an-Nubala',  11/526;  al-A'laam  by  az-Zarkali,  5/74 
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1 59.  The  real  reason  why  the  governor  of  Madinah 
flogged  Maalik  (may  Allah  have  mercy  on  him) 

(8/225) 

Maalik  said:  "I  do  not  regard  the  one  who  indulged  in 
bloodshed  as  being  like  the  one  who  did  not  do  so."  Ash- 
Shaafa'i  and  others  said  that  by  this  he  was  referring  to 
the  Haashimi  governor  of  Madinah,  who  flogged  Maalik 
and  referred  to  the  fatwa  concerning  divorce  of  one  who  is 
compelled*1'  as  an  ostensible  reason  for  that. 

160.  If  a  woman  becomes  Muslim  and  separates 
from  her  kaafir  husband  then  later  on  he  becomes 
Muslim,  she  may  go  back  to  him  on  the  basis  of 
their  first  marriage  contract 

(8/246) 

Abu  Bakr' s  relationship  to  the  Prophet  M  through  marriage 
was  something  that  no  one  else  had  in  common  with  him.  As 
for  'Ali's  relationship  with  him  through  marriage,  he  had 
that  in  common  with  'Uthmaan,  to  whom  the  Prophet  % 
gave  one  then  another  of  his  daughters  in  marriage  (after  the 
first  one  died),  and  he  said  (after  the  second  one  died): 

"If  we  had  a  third,  we  would  have  given  her  in  marriage  to 
'Uthmaan."® 

(1)  The  caliph  al-Mansoor  stipulated  that  if  a  man  broke  his  oath 
of  allegiance  (bay'ah),  his  wife  would  automatically  be  divorced, 
and  Maalik  stated  that  this  divorce  was  invalid,  because  the 
divorce  of  one  who  is  compelled  is  invalid.  The  governor  of 
Madinah  flogged  him  on  the  grounds  that  he  had  opposed  the 
caliph  with  this  fatwa.  [Translator] 

(2)  See  Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah  by  Imam  Ahmad,  1/481,  hadeeth  508; 
at-Tabaqaat  al-Kubra  by  Ibn  Sa'eed,  3/56;  ar-Riyaadh  an-Nadirah, 


Hence  he  was  called  Dhu'n-Noorayn  (He  of  the  Two 
Lights),  because  he  married  two  daughters  of  the  Prophet. 
Abu'l-Aas  ibn  ar-Rabee'  also  had  that  in  common  with  'Ali, 
as  the  Prophet  M  gave  his  oldest  daughter  Zaynab  to  him  in 
marriage  and  was  content  with  him  and  praised  him  for  his 
good  attitude  and  manners,  and  he  wanted  'Ali  to  become 
as  good  a  son-in-law  as  he  was.  When  'Ali  wanted  to  marry 
the  daughter  of  Abu  Jahl,  the  Prophet  g§  mentioned  his 
other  son-in-law,  AbuT-Aas  ibn  ar-Rabee,'  praising  him  and 
wanting  'Ali  to  be  like  him.  He  said: 

"When  he  spoke  to  me  he  told  the  truth,  when  he  made  me 
a  promise  he  kept  it. 

Zaynab  became  Muslim  some  time  before  he  (Abu'l-' Aas) 
did,  and  she  remained  without  a  husband  until  the  Prophet 
M  sent  her  back  to  him  (after  he  became  Muslim).  It  was  said 
that  he  sent  her  back  on  the  basis  of  the  original  marriage 
contract,  and  it  was  said  that  he  did  a  new  marriage  contract 
for  her,  but  the  correct  view  is  that  he  sent  her  back  on  the 
basis  of  the  original  marriage  contract.  This  is  what  is  proven 
by  the  leading  scholars  of  hadeeth,  such  as  Ahmad  and  others 
and  there  is  a  dispute  among  the  scholars  concerning  the 
issue  of  when  a  woman  becomes  Muslim  before  her  husband. 
There  are  several  different  views,  but  this  is  not  the  place  to 
discuss  them. 

1 61 .  Meaning  of  the  Prophet's  words, "...  but  Allah 
helped  me  against  him  and  he  submitted" 

3/10-11;  al-Bidaayah  wa'n-Nihaayah,  7/200;  Majma'  az-Zawaa'id  by 
al-Haythami,  9/83  -  he  narrated  a  number  of  reports  about  the 
marriage  of  'Uthmaan,  then  he  said:  Its  isnaad  is  saheeh  because  of 
the  corroborating  evidence  mentioned  above 
(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  al-Khums,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  as- 
Sahabah;  Muslim,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah 
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(8/271) 

In  as-Saheeh  it  is  narrated  that '  Aa'ishah  said:  O  Messenger 
of  Allah,  is  there  a  shaytaan  with  me?  He  said:  "Yes"  She 
said:  And  with  everyone?  He  said:  "Yes."  She  said:  Even 
with  you,  O  Messenger  of  Allah?  He  said: 

"Yes,  but  Allah  helped  me  against  him  and  he  submitted. 

What  is  meant  is  that  the  more  correct  of  the  two  scholarly 
opinions  is:  he  submitted  and  surrendered  to  me.  Those 
who  say  that  what  is  meant  is  "so  that  I  became  safe  from 
him"  have  distorted  the  meaning  and  those  who  say  that  the 
Shaytaan  submitted  in  the  sense  of  becoming  a  Muslim  have 
distorted  the  wording. 

1 62.  What  matters  with  regard  to  virtue  is  the  level 
of  perfection  they  reached  in  the  end,  regardless  of 
how  imperfect  they  may  have  been  in  the  beginning 

(8/412) 

What  matters  with  regard  to  virtue  is  the  level  of  perfection 
they  reached  in  the  end,  regardless  of  how  imperfect  they 
may  have  been  in  the  beginning.  Allah  has  told  us  the  story 
of  how  His  Prophets  repented  and  their  good  end,  how  they 
ultimately  attained  high  status  and  how  Allah  honoured 
them  even  though  there  may  have  been  shortcomings  on 
their  part  in  the  beginning.  It  is  not  permissible  to  think 
ill  of  them  because  of  their  shortcomings  in  the  beginning, 
because  what  matters  is  the  level  of  perfection  they  reached 
in  the  end,  not  the  shortcomings  that  may  have  been  present 
in  the  beginning.  The  same  applies  to  the  people  who 
became  Muslim  during  the  earliest  period  (the  Sahabah); 


(1)    Narrated  by  Muslim  in  his  Saheeh,  Kitaab  Sifaat  al-Munaafiqeen 


anyone  who  thinks  ill  of  them  because  of  shortcomings  that 
may  have  existed  in  the  beginning,  when  what  matters  is  the 
level  of  perfection  they  reached  in  the  end,  as  stated  above,  is 
ignorant.  However  we  may  confirm  that  Abu  Bakr  as-Siddeeq 
was  the  most  perfect  of  people,  the  best  of  them  who  went 
ahead  of  them  in  doing  righteous  deeds,  and  there  is  no  one 
among  the  Sahabah  who  can  match  him. 

163.  Some  of  the  Sahabah  were  closer  (to  the 
Prophet  M)  than  others  and  they  varied  in  status 

(8/431) 

What  highlights  the  fact  that  some  of  the  Sahabah  were 
closer  (to  the  Prophet  M)  than  others  and  that  they  varied 
in  terms  of  loving  Allah,  faith  and  other  attributes  in  which 
people  vary  is  the  report  which  is  narrated  in  as-Saheehayn 
from  Abu  Sa'eed  al-Khudri  who  said:  There  was  some 
(disagreement)  between  Khalid  ibn  Waleed  and  'Abd  al- 
Rahmaan  ibn  'Awf,  and  Khalid  reviled  him.  The  Messenger 
of  Allah  m  said: 

"Do  not  revile  any  of  my  companions,  for  even  if  one  of  you 
were  to  spend  the  equivalent  ofUhud  in  gold,  it  would  not 
amount  to  a  mudd  (a  unit  of  measure)  of  one  of  them,  or 
half  of  that. 

Muslim  mentioned  Khalid  and  'Abd  ar-Rahmaan 
whereas  al-Bukhaari  did  not.  In  this  hadeeth,  the  Prophet  H 
says  to  Khalid  and  others  like  him:  "Do  not  revile  any  of  my 
Companions, "  meaning  'Abd  ar-Rahmaan  ibn  'Awf  and  others 
like  him,  because  'Abd  ar-Rahmaan  ibn  'Awf  and  others 
like  him  were  the  first  to  embrace  Islam;  they  had  become 
Muslim  before  the  conquest  of  Makkah  and  had  fought 

(1)    Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  Fadaa'il  as-Sahabah 
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(in  jihad);  they  were  the  ones  who  had  sworn  allegiance  in 
bay 'at  ar-radwaan.  So  they  were  better  and  were  closer  to  the 
Prophet  M  than  those  who  became  Muslim  after  bay' at  ar- 
radwaan.  The  latter  had  become  Muslim  after  al-Hudaybiyah 
and  after  the  Prophet  &  had  made  a  treaty  with  the  people 
of  Makkah;  among  them  were  Khalid,  'Amr  ibn  al-'Aas, 
'Uthmaan  ibn  Abi  Talhah  and  others  like  them.  And  they 
became  Muslim  earlier  than  those  who  delayed  becoming 
Muslim  until  Makkah  was  conquered  and  who  were  called 
at-tulaqa'{1),  such  as  Suhayl  ibn  'Amr,  al-Haarith  ibn  Hishaam, 
Abu  Sufyaan  ibn  Harb  and  his  two  sons  Yazeed  and 
Mu'aawiyah,  Abu  Sufyaan  ibn  al-Haarith,  'Ikrimah  ibn  Abi 
Jahl,  Safwaan  ibn  Umayyah  and  others,  even  though  there 
may  be  among  them  some  who  became  more  prominent  in 
knowledge  than  some  of  those  who  preceded  them,  such  as 
al-Haarith  ibn  Hishaam,  Abu  Sufyaan  ibn  al-Haarith  and 
Suhayl  ibn  'Amr,  and  some  of  them  went  ahead  of  some  of 
those  who  had  become  Muslim  early  on,  before  the  conquest 
of  Makkah,  and  had  fought,  as  'Umar  ibn  al-Khattaab  went 
ahead  of  most  of  those  who  had  become  Muslim  before  him. 

The  point  here  is  that  the  Prophet  M  forbade  those  of  his 
Companions  who  became  Muslim  later  on  to  revile  those 
who  had  become  Muslim  earlier,  because  they  had  the 
advantage  of  having  accompanied  the  Prophet  M  in  such  a 
way  that  others  could  not  have,  to  the  extent  that  he  said:  "... 
for  even  if  one  of  you  were  to  spend  the  equivalent  ofUhud  in  gold, 
it  would  not  amount  to  a  mudd  (a  unit  of  measure)  of  one  of  them, 
or  half  of  that. "  If  this  is  the  case  for  those  who  became  Muslim 
after  the  conquest  of  Makkah  and  fought  (in  jihad  alongside 

(1)  at-tulaqa'  (lit.  those  who  were  set  free) :  this  refers  to  those  people 
of  Makkah  whom  the  Prophet  ^  addressed  after  the  conquest  of 
Makkah,  telling  them  that  they  were  free,  and  they  subsequently 
became  Muslims. 
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the  Prophet  31),  who  are  among  his  later  Companions,  in 
relation  to  those  who  became  Muslim  before  the  conquest 
of  Makkah  and  fought,  who  were  his  earlier  companions, 
then  what  about  those  who  were  never  his  Companions  at 
all  vis-a-vis  his  Companions?  The  words  "Do  not  revile  my 
Companions"  are  proven  in  as-Saheehayn  with  more  than 
one  isnaad  and  in  several  versions  with  the  same  meaning. 
We  have  mentioned  some  of  them  above.  Another  report  is 
that  which  was  narrated  in  as-Saheeh  from  Abu  Hurayrah 
who  said:  The  Messenger  of  Allah  %  said:  "Do  not  revile  my 
Companions,  for  by  the  One  in  Whose  hand  is  my  soul,  even  if 
one  of  you  were  to  spend  the  equivalent  ofUhud  in  gold,  it  would 
not  amount  to  a  mudd  ( a  unit  of  measure)  of  one  of  them,  or  half 
of  that." 

*  *  * 
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Kitaab  al- 
Istiqaamah 

1 64.  A  brilliant  comment  that  reconciles  between 
the  texts  that  speak  of  the  rights  of  the  ruler  and  the 
prohibition  on  rebelling  against  him 

(1/32-37) 

One  of  the  general  guidelines  concerning  this  issue  is:  the 
mere  fact  that  there  may  be  some  wrongdoing  on  the  part 
of  a  ruler  or  a  group  of  Muslims  does  not  make  it  a  must  to 
fight  them;  in  fact  it  does  not  make  that  permissible.  Rather 
the  guidelines  set  out  by  the  texts  indicate  that  in  the  event 
of  there  being  an  unjust  ruler,  the  people  are  enjoined  to  be 
patient  in  bearing  his  injustice,  oppression  and  wrongdoing, 
and  they  should  not  fight  him,  as  the  Prophet  £g  instructed 
in  more  than  one  hadeeth.  There  is  no  permission  to  ward 
off  injustice  by  fighting  in  all  cases;  rather  it  is  forbidden 
if  standing  up  to  it  by  violent  means  will  lead  to  internal 
conflict  (fitnah),  and  what  is  enjoined  is  to  be  patient. 
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With  regard  to  the  verse,  "but  if  one  of  them  transgresses 
against  the  other,  then  fight  you  (all)  against  the  one  that 
transgresses."  [al-Hujuraat  49:9],  Allah  M  has  explained 
what  is  meant,  but  some  people  misinterpret  the  verse.  Allah 

M  says: 

"And  if  two  parties  or  groups  among  the  believers 
fall  to  fighting,  then  make  peace  between  them  both, 
but  if  one  of  them  transgresses  against  the  other, 
then  fight  you  (all)  against  the  one  that  transgresses 
till  it  complies  with  the  Command  of  Allah;  then  if 
it  complies,  then  make  reconciliation  between  them 
justly,  and  be  equitable.  Verily!  Allah  loves  those 
who  are  equitable." 

[al-Hujuraat  49:9] 

Allah  did  not  give  permission  in  the  first  place  to  take 
part  in  fighting  amongst  the  believers,  but  if  it  happens 
they  should  reconcile  between  them.  Fighting  (amongst  the 
believers)  is  a  cause  of  turmoil  (fitnah),  but  one  of  the  two 
groups  may  be  closer  to  the  truth,  in  which  case  Allah  has 
enjoined  reconciliation. 

This  is  what  the  Prophet  %  did  when  there  was  fighting 
between  two  tribes  of  Banu  'Amr.  He  went  out  to  reconcile 
between  them  and  he  said  to  Bilaal:  "When  the  time  for  prayer 
comes,  let  Abu  Bakr  go  forward  (to  lead  the  prayer). "m 

Then  Allah  M  says:  "Then  fight  you  (all)  against  the  one 
that  which  transgresses  till  it  complies  with  the  Command 
of  Allah."  [al-Hujuraat  49:9].  This  is  after  they  have  begun  to 
fight  amongst  themselves.  If  the  Muslim  community  tries  to 
bring  about  reconciliation  on  the  basis  of  fairness,  but  one 
of  the  groups  does  not  accept  this  fairness  and  transgresses, 

(1)    Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  al-Ahkaam 
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then  it  is  to  be  fought,  because  fighting  in  this  case  is  aimed 
at  warding  off  fighting  that  is  worse  than  it.  If  that  group  is 
not  fought  until  it  complies  with  the  command  of  Allah,  and 
is  left  to  persist  in  fighting  the  other  group,  then  the  resulting 
mischief  will  be  greater. 

One  of  the  main  principles  of  shari'ah  is,  when  faced 
with  two  unavoidable  evil  options,  to  choose  the  lesser  of 
the  two  evils.  In  such  situations  the  transgressors  may  be 
fought  until  there  is  no  more  fitnah  (turmoil),  because  if  they 
are  instructed  to  reconcile  and  give  up  fighting,  but  one  of 
them  transgresses  (and  persists  in  fighting),  then  that  group 
should  be  fought  so  as  to  put  an  end  to  fitnah.  But  the  group 
that  is  enjoined  to  fight  is  a  group  other  than  the  group  that 
is  transgressed  against  (i.e.,  a  third,  uninvolved  party).  This 
group  is  enjoined  to  fight  the  transgressing  group  until  it 
comes  back  to  the  right  path.  Fighting  it  comes  under  the 
heading  of  jihad  and  helping  those  who  have  been  wronged. 

But  if  the  transgression  occurs  without  fighting,  such  as 
confiscation  of  wealth  or  unjust  leadership,  then  Allah  did 
not  give  permission  for  two  believing  groups  to  engage 
in  fighting  for  that  reason  only,  because  the  mischief  that 
results  from  fighting  between  two  groups  over  a  position 
of  leadership  or  unlawful  seizing  of  wealth  is  a  type  of 
wrongdoing. 

Hence  the  Prophet  *g  forbade  fighting  rulers  if  they  are 
somewhat  unjust,  because  fighting  leads  to  greater  mischief 
than  the  mischief  caused  by  their  wrongdoing. 

Based  on  the  above,  what  is  narrated  in  Saheeh  al-Bukhaari 
in  the  hadeeth  of  Umm  Salamah  does  not  contradict  what 
is  narrated  in  the  mutawaatir  reports  which  state  that  he 
enjoined  refraining  from  fighting  in  the  case  of  fitnah  (internal 
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fighting),  and  that  he  regarded  the  one  who  is  sitting  at  the 
time  of  fitnah  as  being  better  than  the  one  who  is  standing, 
and  the  one  who  is  standing  is  better  than  the  one  who  is 
walking,  and  the  one  who  is  walking  is  better  than  the  one 
who  is  running. (1) 

And  he  said: 

"Soon  the  best  wealth  of  a  Muslim  will  be  sheep  which  he 
follows  in  the  mountain  peaks  and  places  where  rainfall 
is  to  be  found,  fleeing  for  the  sake  of  his  religion  from 
tribulations  (fitan)."® 

Here  he  enjoined  the  individual  to  stay  with  his  camels, 
cattle  and  sheep.  He  described  that  group  as  transgressing, 
as  he  described  some  rulers  as  being  unjust  and  showing 
favouritism,  as  in  the  hadeeth: 

"After  I  am  gone  you  will  encounter  others  being  preferred 
over  you;  be  patient  until  you  meet  me  at  the  Cistern.  "(3) 

And  he  said: 

"After  me  there  will  be  favouritism  and  things  that  you 
object  to. " 


(1)  It  was  narrated  that  Abu  Hurayrah^fe  said:  The  Messenger  of 
Allah  31  said:  "There  will  be  tribulations  during  which  one  who 
sitting  is  better  than  one  who  is  standing,  and  one  who  standing 
is  better  than  one  who  is  walking,  and  one  who  is  walking  is 
better  than  one  who  is  running.  He  who  exposes  himself  to  them 
will  be  drawn  to  them  and  whoever  find  a  refuge  from  them,  let 
him  seek  protection  therein." 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  al-Eemaan  and  Kitaab  Bid'  al- 
Khalq 

(3)  It  was  narrated  from  a  number  of  the  Companions  of  the  Prophet 
M,  including  Anas  ibn  Maalik,  Usayd  ibn  Khudayr  and  'Abdullah 
ibn  Zayd  (may  Allah  be  pleased  with  them).  See:  Saheeh  al- 
Bukhaari,  Kitaab  Manaaqib  al-Ansaar;  Muslim,  Kitaab  az-Zakaah 
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They  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah,  what  do  you  command 
us  to  do?  He  said: 

"Fulfil  the  duties  that  you  owe  to  them,  and  ask  Allah  for 
your  rights.  "m 

And  there  are  many  similar  examples  in  the  saheeh  hadeeths. 
Although  he  stated  that  they  were  unjust,  he  still  enjoined 
patience  and  giving  them  their  due,  and  he  instructed  the 
one  who  is  wronged  to  seek  his  rights  from  Allah;  he  did 
not  give  the  one  who  is  wronged  and  transgressed  against 
permission  to  fight  the  transgressor  in  such  situations  where 
fighting  could  lead  to  turmoil,  whereas  he  gave  permission 
to  ward  off  the  aggressor  by  fighting  when  he  said: 

"The  one  who  is  killed  defending  his  property  is  a  martyr; 
the  one  who  is  killed  defending  his  religion  is  a  martyr.  "(2) 

Standing  up  to  thieves  is  not  going  to  cause  internal 
fighting,  because  all  people  would  support  that  and  there  is 
no  harm  to  any  other  people  apart  from  the  wrongdoer  (the 
thief);  this  is  different  from  standing  up  to  or  fighting  rulers, 
because  that  could  lead  to  turmoil  and  widespread  mischief 
that  is  greater  than  their  wrongdoing.  So  what  is  prescribed 
is  to  be  patient. 

Even  if  the  Prophet  described  the  group  as 
transgressors,  whether  their  transgression  was  a  result  of 
their  misinterpretation  of  a  text  or  not,  that  mere  description 
does  not  make  it  necessary  to  confront  them  and  fight  them, 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  al-Fitan;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Imaarah 

(2)  This  version  was  narrated  by  Abu  Dawood,  Kitaab  as-Sunnah;  at- 
Tirmidhi,  Kitaab  ad-Diyaat;  an-Nasaa'i,  Kitaab  Tahreem  ad-Damm; 
Ibn  Maajah,  Kitaab  al-Hudood. 

It  was  also  narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  al-Mazaalim;  Muslim, 
Kitaab  al-Eemaan,  more  briefly:  "Whoever  is  killed  defending  his 
wealth  is  a  martyr." 


and  it  does  not  make  doing  so  permissible,  because  this  is  a 
type  of  righting  that  leads  to  turmoil  and  internal  strife. 

So  think  about  this  matter,  because  it  is  very  important  to 
understand  it  in  order  to  reconcile  between  different  texts, 
and  it  is  a  topic  concerning  which  the  scholars  differed,  in 
the  past  and  more  recently.  Some  scholars  thought  that  we 
should  fight  the  transgressing  group  alongside  those  who 
are  closer  to  the  truth,  whereas  others  said  that  we  should 
refrain  from  taking  part  in  fighting  if  fighting  will  result 
in  greater  mischief  and  evil  than  refraining.  According  to 
the  latter  group,  we  should  not  start  the  fight  against  the 
transgressors  unless  the  transgressors  attack  us  first,  because 
the  sin  of  the  transgressing  group  is  their  failure  to  do  an 
obligatory  action,  such  as  accepting  the  authority  of  a  ruler 
and  joining  the  main  body  of  the  Muslims  (jamaa'ah).  In  this 
case,  if  fighting  this  transgressing  group  could  result  in  evil 
greater  than  refraining  from  fighting,  then  fighting  them 
would  be  regarded  as  fitnah  and  refraining  from  fighting  is 
the  right  thing  to  do. 

165.  The  'Aqeedah  (creed)  that  was  written  by 
Imam  Harb  ibn  Ismaa'eel  and  its  transmission  from 
Imam  Ahmad  is  not  proven 

(1/72-73) 

There  are  reports  from  Imam  Ahmad  that  denied 
that;  it  is  not  proven  from  him  that  he  used  the  word 
harakah  (movement)  with  reference  to  Allah  t$£.(1)  When  he 

(1)    This  discussion  has  to  do  with  the  following  hadeeth  narrated  by 
al-Bukhaari  and  Muslim: 

It  was  narrated  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah 
M  said:  "Our  Lord,  may  He  be  blessed  and  exalted,  comes  down 
to  the  lowest  heaven  every  night  when  the  last  third  of  the  night 
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heard  someone  narrating  the  hadeeth  that  speaks  of  Allah 
descending  or  coming  down  (to  the  lowest  heaven  in  the 
last  third  of  the  night)  and  saying  that  He  descends  without 
movement  or  change,  Ahmad  objected  to  that  and  said:  Say 
what  the  Messenger  of  Allah  M  said,  for  he  was  more  careful 
in  what  he  said  about  his  Lord  than  you  are. 

It  was  narrated  in  a  report  from  Ahmad  that  he  approved 
of  using  the  word  movement,  as  in  the  'Aqeedah  (creed)  that 
was  written  by  Harb  ibn  Ismaa'eel.(1) 

This  (book)  al-' Aqeedah  is  not  proven  to  be  from  Imam 
Ahmad  with  this  wording.  I  examined  three  isnaads  for  it 
that  are  full  of  unknown  narrators,  and  the  wording  is  that 
of  Harb  ibn  Ismaa'eel,  not  Imam  Ahmad.  It  was  not  referred 
to  by  those  who  compiled  the  statements  of  Imam  Ahmad, 
such  as  Abu  Bakr  al-Khallaal(2)  in  Kitaab  as-Sunnah  and  other 
Iraqis  who  had  knowledge  of  the  books  of  Ahmad,  and  it 
was  not  narrated  by  those  who  were  known  for  narrating 


is  left,  and  He  says:  'Who  will  call  upon  Me,  that  I  may  answer 
him?  Who  will  ask  of  Me,  that  I  may  give  him?  Who  will  ask  Me 
for  forgiveness,  that  I  may  forgive  him?'"  [Translator] 

(1)  Harb  ibn  Ismaa'eel  ibn  Khalaf  al-Hanzali  al-Karmaani,  an 
important  figure  among  the  followers  of  Imam  Ahmad  ibn 
Hanbal.  He  studied  some  issues  with  him  and  the  followers  of 
Imam  Ahmad  narrated  from  him,  such  as  al-Khallaal  and  others. 
He  was  the  faqeeh  of  his  city  and  the  sultan  made  him  a  judge  in 
his  city. 

See:  Tabaqaat  al-Hanaabilah,  1/145 

(2)  Abu  Bakr  al-Khallaal:  Ahmad  ibn  Muhammad  ibn  Haroon,  Abu 
Bakr,  one  of  the  senior  followers  of  Imam  Ahmad  who  studied 
under  some  of  Ahmad' s  sons  and  students  and  took  on  the 
mission  of  writing  down  his  views.  He  travelled  for  that  purpose 
and  tried  to  collect  everything;  he  acquired  a  great  deal  of  material 
and  surpassed  others  until  he  became  a  leading  scholar  in  the 
madhhab  of  Ahmad.  He  died  in  311  AH. 

See:  Tabaqaat  al-Hanaabilah,  2/12-15,  biography  no.  582 

5ffi 


the  words  of  Imam  Ahmad,  especially  material  such  as  this 
important  essay,  even  though  many  of  the  later  scholars 
thought  that  it  was  from  Ahmad. 

1 66.  Ibn  Taymiyah  mentioned  the  idea  of 
approaching  and  coming  closer  (an-Najm  53:8)  and 
definitively  attributed  these  actions  to  Allah  M 

(1/76) 

Whatever  the  case,  the  well-known  view  among  the 
companions  of  Imam  Ahmad  is  that  they  do  not  try  to  find 
interpretations  for  the  divine  attributes  other  than  what  they 
appear  to  mean  with  regard  to  movement  such  as  coming, 
descending,  approaching  and  coming  closer,  just  as  they 
do  not  try  to  find  interpretations  for  other  attributes  other 
than  what  they  appear  to  mean,  following  the  way  of  the 
righteous  early  generation.  The  words  of  the  early  generation 
concerning  this  matter  indicate  that  the  apparent  meaning 
that  is  the  subject  of  dispute  is  to  be  affirmed. 

1 67.  Can  we  ask  about  Allah  H  by  saying 
"Where"? 

(1/126) 

By  saying  "Whoever  may  be  (contained)  in  a  place,  one 
may  say  'where'  concerning  him,"  he  (al-Qushayri)(1)  is 

(1)  i.e.,  al-Qushayri,  whose  full  name  was  'Abd  ar-Raheem  ibn  'Abd 
al-Kareem  ibn  Hawaazin,  Abu  Nasr  al-Qushayri  an-Nisaboori, 
the  preacher.  He  visited  Baghdad  and  preached  there.  He  was 
a  fanatical  supporter  of  the  Ash'aris  and  tried  to  undermine 
the  Hanbalis.  A  great  deal  of  turmoil  occurred  because  of  him. 
Nizaam  al-Mulk  summoned  him  to  Asbahaan  to  put  an  end  to 
the  turmoil  he  was  causing  in  Baghdad.  He  died  in  Nisapoor  in 
514  AH. 
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trying  to  prove  that  there  is  no  place  that  could  contain  Him, 
therefore  one  cannot  ask  about  Him  by  saying  "where" .  But 
this  is  a  flawed  and  strange  argument,  because  knowing 
that  Allah  cannot  be  contained  in  any  place  is  clearer  to 
the  mind  than  the  idea  that  you  cannot  ask  about  Allah  by 
saying  "where."  The  majority  of  Ahl  as-Sunnah  and  the  early 
generations  and  leaders  of  this  ummah  do  not  say  that  it  is 
wrong  to  say  "where"  in  general,  because  there  are  proven, 
saheeh  reports  that  describe  the  Prophet  speaking  in  such 
terms,  either  asking  or  answering  questions.  It  is  proven  in 
as-Saheeh  that  he  said  to  the  slave  girl:  "Where  is  Allah?"  And 
she  said:  "Above  the  heaven."(1)  And  he  said  similar  words 

See:  Siyar  A'laam  an-Nubala',  19/424-426 
(1)  It  was  narrated  that  Mu'aawiyah  ibn  al-Hakam  as-Sulami 
said:  Whilst  I  was  praying  with  the  Messenger  of  Allah  a 
man  among  the  people  sneezed  and  I  said:  Yarhamuk  Allah 
(may  Allah  have  mercy  on  you).  The  people  glared  at  me  and 
I  said:  May  my  mother  be  bereft  of  me!  Why  are  you  staring 
at  me?  They  started  striking  their  hands  on  their  thighs,  and 
when  I  realized  that  they  were  telling  me  to  be  quiet,  (I  felt 
angry)  but  I  kept  quiet.  When  the  Messenger  of  Allah  $g  had 
prayed  -  may  my  father  and  mother  be  sacrificed  for  him;  by 
Allah  I  have  never  seen  a  better  teacher  or  better  teachings 
before  or  since;  he  did  not  rebuke  me,  hit  me  or  revile  me  -  he 
said:  "This  prayer  is  not  the  right  place  for  any  of  the  people's 
speech,  rather  it  is  tasbeeh,  takbeer  and  recitation  of  Qur'aan," 
or  words  to  that  effect.  I  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah,  I  have 
only  recently  left  Ignorance  behind.  Allah  has  brought  Islam, 
but  among  us  are  men  who  go  to  soothsayers.  He  said:  "Do 
not  go  to  them."  I  said:  And  among  us  are  men  who  observe 
bird  omens.  He  said:  "That  is  something  that  they  find  in  their 
hearts.  They  should  not  let  it  stop  them  doing  anything.  I  said: 
And  among  us  are  men  who  practice  geomancy,  i.e.,  they 
draw  lines  for  the  purpose  of  divination.  He  said:  "One  of  the 
Prophets  used  to  do  that;  if  they  do  it  as  he  did,  then  it  is  fine." 
He  said:  I  had  a  slave  woman  who  used  to  look  after  some 
sheep  of  mine  in  the  region  of  Uhud  and  al-Jawaaniyyah.  She 
went  out  one  day  and  the  wolf  had  taken  one  of  the  sheep.  I 


to  others.'1' 


168.  Saying  in  sha  Allah  (if  Allah  wills)  with  regard 
to  whether  one  is  a  believer 

(1/149-150) 


Abu  Bakr  al-Waasiti  said:  If  anyone  says,  "I  am  truly 
a  believer  in  Allah,"  it  should  be  said  to  him:  In  order  to 
say  truly,  you  should  have  certainty  and  comprehensive 
knowledge;  if  anyone  does  not  have  that,  his  claim  is  false. 

Abu'l-Qaasim(2)  said:  "What  he  meant  by  that  is  what 
Ahl  as-Sunnah  said,  that  the  true  believer  is  the  one  who  is 
destined  for  Paradise.  If  anyone  claims  to  be  truly  a  believer 
when  he  does  not  know  that  for  sure  (as  this  knowledge 
belongs  only  to  Allah),  then  his  claim  to  be  a  true  believer  is 
not  valid." 

I  say:  Saying  Insha  Allah  (if  Allah  wills)  when  asserting  that 
one  is  a  believer  is  Sunnah  according  to  the  majority  of  Ahl 

am  a  man  from  among  the  sons  of  Adam,  and  I  get  upset  as 
they  get  upset,  and  I  slapped  her.  I  came  to  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  %  and  he  regarded  that  as  a  grievous  action  on  my  part. 
I  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah,  should  I  set  her  free?  He  said: 
"Bring  her  to  me."  So  I  brought  her  to  him  and  he  said  to  her: 
"Where  is  Allah?"  She  said:  Above  the  heaven.  He  said:  "Who 
am  I?"  She  said:  You  are  the  Messenger  of  Allah.  He  said:  "Set 
her  free,  for  she  is  a  believer." 
Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Masaajid 

(1)  It  was  narrated  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  a  man  came  to  the  Prophet 
$g  with  a  black,  non-Arab  slave  woman  and  said:  O  Messenger  of 
Allah,  I  have  to  free  a  believing  slave.  The  Messenger  of  Allah  $g 
said  to  her:  "Where  is  Allah?"  and  she  pointed  to  the  sky.  He  said 
to  her:  "Who  am  I?"  She  pointed  to  the  Messenger  of  Allah  £t  and 
to  the  sky,  meaning:  you  are  the  Messenger  of  Allah.  He  said:  "Set 
her  free."  Narrated  by  Ahmad  in  al-Musnad,  13/285 

(2)  i.e.,  al-Qushayri 


as-Sunnah.  This  was  mentioned  by  a  number  of  the  Murji'ah 
and  others.  Many  of  Ahl  as-Sunnah  regard  it  as  obligatory  for 
two  good  reasons: 

1 .  The  faith  that  Allah  has  enjoined  upon  His  slave  consists 
of  both  hidden,  inner  matters  and  visible,  outward 
matters  that  he  cannot  be  certain  of  fulfilling  perfectly 
in  the  manner  enjoined,  because  he  may  be  falling  short. 
Therefore  he  should  say  Insha  Allah  for  that  reason 

2.  The  true  believer  is  the  one  who  Allah  knows  will  be  a 
believer  throughout  his  life.  As  for  faith  that  is  followed 
by  apostasy,  it  is  invalid,  just  like  fasting  and  prayer  that 
become  invalidated  before  finishing  them.  So  no  one  can 
know  whether  he  is  truly  a  believer  until  he  has  spent 
all  of  his  life  as  a  believer,  and  that  can  only  be  known 
after  death. 

This  is  the  essence  of  what  was  narrated  from  Ibn  Mas'ood. 
It  was  said  to  him  that  so  and  so  was  saying  that  he  was  a 
believer.  He  said;  "Say  to  him:  will  he  be  in  Paradise?"  He 
said:  "Allah  knows  best."  He  said:  "Why  didn't  you  say  the 
same  thing  when  you  were  asked  the  first  time  if  you  were 
a  believer?" 

This  is  the  view  of  a  number  of  scholars  of  hadeeth  and 
kalaam  who  have  an  inclination  towards  the  Murji'ah,  such  as 
al-Ash'ari  and  others  who  say  that  when  a  person  says  that 
he  is  a  believer,  he  should  say  Insha  Allah,  and  they  do  not 
regard  a  man's  deeds  as  part  of  his  faith,  thus  saying  Insha 
Allah  is  connected  to  what  is  in  the  heart  of  intentions  only. 
This  is  what  was  mentioned  by  AbuT-Qaasim  [al-Qushayri] 
and  it  is  on  this  basis  that  he  explained  the  wording  of 
Abu  Bakr  al-Waasiti.  But  the  words  of  al-Waasiti  may  be 
understood  in  two  ways.  "Certainty  and  comprehensive 
knowledge"  may  refer  to  knowing  the  reality  of  a  person's 
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faith  before  Allah  at  the  present  moment,  or  it  may  refer  to 
knowing  in  what  state  a  person  will  die.  As  for  the  words  of 
Abu'l-' Abbaas,  the  apparent  meaning  is  that  the  reason  why 
one  should  say  Insha  Allah  is  because  one  does  not  know  in 
what  state  one  will  die. 

169.  Does  the  issue  of  taking  appropriate  measures 
contradict  putting  one's  trust  in  Allah? 

(1/151-157) 

If  it  is  said:  If  the  idea  that  everything  is  already  decreed 
does  not  contradict  the  idea  that  we  should  take  appropriate 
measures  (in  order  to  reach  a  goal),  what  is  the  meaning 
of  the  report  in  as-Saheeh  from  Abu  Hurayrah  in  which 
he  said:  I  said:  O  Messenger  of  Allah,  I  am  a  young  man 
and  I  fear  that  I  may  fall  into  sin,  but  I  cannot  afford  to  get 
married.  He  remained  silent  and  did  not  answer  me.  Then  I 
said  something  similar  and  he  remained  silent  and  did  not 
answer  me.  Then  I  said  something  similar  and  he  remained 
silent  and  did  not  answer  me.  Then  I  said  something  similar 
and  the  Prophet  M  said: 

"O  Abu  Hurayrah,  the  Pen  has  dried  (i.e.,  the  matter  has 
already  been  decided  and  decreed);  what  you  are  going  to 
go  through  is  already  decided,  so  get  castrated  or  do  not?"(v> 

This  implies  that  castration,  by  means  of  which  he  intended 
to  prevent  himself  from  falling  into  immoral  actions,  would 
not  ward  off  what  was  decreed  for  him. 

Similarly,  it  is  narrated  in  as-Saheeh  from  Abu  Sa'eed 
al-Khudri  that  they  asked  the  Prophet  M  about  'azl  (coitus 
interruptus)  and  the  Prophet  M  said: 


(1)    Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  an-Nikaah 
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"It  does  not  matter  if  you  do  it,  for  there  is  no  soul  that 
Allah  has  decreed  should  exist  but  it  will  exist. "m 


This  means  that  'azl  (coitus  interruptus),  which  is  a  means 
of  preventing  pregnancy,  is  of  no  benefit  in  warding  off  what 
Allah  has  decreed  of  offspring. 

In  as-Saheehayn  it  is  narrated  from  Ibn  'Abbaas,  and  in 
Muslim  from  Tmraan  ibn  Husayn,  that  the  Prophet  M  said: 

"Seventy  thousand  of  my  ummah  will  enter  Paradise 
without  being  brought  to  account." 

He  said:  Who  are  they,  O  Messenger  of  Allah?  He  said: 

"They  are  the  ones  who  did  not  use  cautery,  ask  for  ruqya 
or  believe  in  omens,  and  they  put  their  trust  in  their  Lord." 

'Ukkaashah  said:  Pray  to  Allah  to  make  me  one  of  them. 
He  said: 

"You  will  be  one  of  them. " 

Another  man  stood  up  and  said:  O  Prophet  of  Allah,  pray 
to  Allah  to  make  me  one  of  them.  He  said:  '"Ukkaashah  beat 
you  to  it.  "<2> 

Putting  one's  trust  in  Allah  here  means  refraining  from 
using  cautery  and  asking  for  ruqya,  which  are  both  means  of 
seeking  healing. 

In  Saheeh  Muslim  it  is  narrated  that  'Abdullah  ibn  Mas'ood 
said:  Umm  Habeebah,  the  wife  of  the  Prophet  %  said:  O 
Allah,  let  me  have  the  joy  of  the  company  of  my  husband  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  %  and  my  father  Abu  Sufyaan,  and  my 


(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  al-'Atq  and  Kitaab  an-Nikaah; 
Muslim,  Kitaab  an-Nikaah 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  al-Libaas;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al- 


Eemaan 


brother  Mu'aawiyah  (all  my  life).  The  Prophet  M  said: 

"You  have  asked  Allah  about  lifespans  that  have  already 
been  determined,  days  that  have  already  been  counted 
and  provisions  that  have  already  been  allotted.  Allah  will 
never  bring  anything  forward  before  its  due  time  or  delay 
it  beyond  its  due  time.  If  you  had  asked  Allah  to  grant  you 
refuge  from  punishment  in  the  Fire  or  punishment  in  the 
grave,  that  would  have  been  better  or  preferable. " 

Mention  of  monkeys  and  pigs  which  were  transformed 
was  made  in  his  presence.  He  said: 

"Allah  never  gives  those  who  have  been  transformed 
offspring.  Monkeys  and  pigs  existed  before  that."m 

According  to  another  report:  O  Messenger  of  Allah, 
monkeys  and  pigs,  are  they  among  those  who  were 
transformed?  The  Prophet  M  said: 

"Allah  does  not  destroy  a  people  or  punish  a  people  and 
grant  them  offspring."^ 

This  hadeeth  tells  us  that  supplication  (du'a),  which  is  a 
means  or  measure,  is  of  no  benefit  in  extending  lifespans  yet 
it  is  of  benefit  in  attaining  salvation  from  the  punishment  of 
the  Hereafter. 

It  was  said  that  not  everything  a  person  thinks  is  a  means 
(of  reaching  his  objective)  is  a  means,  and  not  every  means 
is  permissible  in  sharee'ah.  In  fact  its  harm  may  outweigh  its 
benefits,  therefore  it  is  forbidden.  Moreover,  not  every  means 
is  available  to  every  person.  So  the  individual  is  enjoined 
(in  Islam)  to  adopt  the  means  or  measures  that  Allah  loves 
and  he  is  permitted  to  take  measures  for  which  Allah  has 

(1)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Qadr 

(2)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Qadr 


granted  permission,  then  he  is  enjoined  to  put  his  trust  in 
Allah  M.  But  with  regard  to  measures  that  are  beyond  him, 
in  that  case  he  has  no  option  but  to  put  his  trust  in  Allah  and 
call  upon  Him.  That  is  among  the  greatest  measures  that  a 
person  is  enjoined  to  take. 

Whatever  means  or  measures  are  forbidden  because  their 
harm  outweighs  their  good  or  they  are  not  beneficial,  rather 
they  are  only  thought  to  be  useful  on  the  basis  of  speculation, 
are  not  enjoined  either;  it  cannot  be  enjoined  to  do  that  in 
which  there  is  no  benefit.  If  the  harm  outweighs  any  benefits, 
then  the  means  is  forbidden. 

To  sum  up,  means  and  measures  are  either  within  a 
person's  capability  or  they  are  not.  If  they  are  not  within  his 
capability,  then  he  has  no  option  but  to  call  upon  Allah  and 
put  his  trust  in  Him.  If  they  are  within  his  capability  then 
either  their  harm  outweighs  their  good  or  it  does  not.  If  their 
harm  outweighs  their  good,  then  they  are  forbidden,  as  it  is 
forbidden  to  waste  money  and  time.  As  for  the  means  that 
are  within  his  capability  and  are  beneficial,  and  their  benefit 
outweighs  their  harm,  then  this  is  what  leads  to  results  and  is 
enjoined  and  encouraged,  and  this  is  how  we  may  reconcile 
between  the  hadeeths. 

Moreover,  we  should  realise  that  putting  one's  trust 
in  Allah  is  one  of  the  greatest  means  and  measures.  Some 
measures  may  weaken  that  trust,  so  refraining  from  those 
measures  may  perfect  the  individual's  trust  in  Allah.  The 
divine  decree  will  inevitably  come  to  all  created  beings.  In 
this  way  we  may  understand  the  hadeeths. 

With  regard  to  the  hadeeth  about  castration,  castration  is 
forbidden  because  its  negative  consequences  outweigh  any 
benefits.  It  is  proven  in  as-Saheeh  that  Sa'd  ibn  Abi  Waqqaas 


said:  The  Messenger  of  Allah  M  forbade  'Uthmaan  ibn 
Maz'oon  to  be  celibate.  If  he  had  given  him  permission,  we 
would  have  gotten  ourselves  castrated. (1)  The  Prophet  H 
explained  that  even  if  one  did  the  haraam  action  of  castration, 
he  would  not  be  immune  to  zina;  rather  he  would  inevitably 
do  what  he  was  decreed  to  do  thereof,  as  it  is  narrated  in  as- 
Saheehayn  that  the  Prophet  M  said: 

"Allah  has  decreed  for  the  son  of  Adam  his  share  of  zina, 
which  he  will  inevitably  get.  The  eyes  commit  zina  and 
their  zina  is  looking;  the  tongue  commits  zina  and  its  zina 
is  speaking;  the  ears  commit  zina  and  their  zina  is  listening; 
the  hand  commits  zina  and  its  zina  is  touching;  the  foot 
commits  zina  and  its  zina  is  walking.  The  heart  wishes  and 
hopes,  and  the  private  part  confirms  that  or  denies  it.  "(2) 

With  regard  to  the  hadeeth  about  'azl  (coitus  interruptus), 
'azl  does  not  prevent  conception  of  a  child,  and  not  doing 
it  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  a  child  will  be  conceived. 
Hence  if  a  man  engages  in  'azl  with  his  concubine  and  she 
bears  a  child,  that  child  is  to  be  attributed  to  him.  The  sperm 
may  still  reach  the  womb,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  it 
decreases  the  pleasure  of  intercourse.  The  Prophet  M  stated 
that  the  child  who  is  decreed  to  exist  will  exist  whether  one 
practices  'azl  or  not,  as  he  said: 

"The  child  does  not  come  from  all  the  water  (semen)."® 

So  refraining  from  'azl  is  not  a  means  of  conception  and 
'azl  is  not  a  means  of  preventing  conception.  The  divine 
decree  will  inevitably  come  to  pass  in  either  case,  so  there  is 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  an-Nikaah 

(2)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  al-lsti'dhaan;  Muslim,  Kitaab  al- 
Qadr 

(3)  Narrated  by  Muslim,  Kitaab  an-Nikaah,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu 
Sa'eed  al-Khudri 


no  benefit  in  'azl. 

Something  similar  was  proven  in  as-Saheeh  concerning 
the  prohibition  on  making  vows;  the  Prophet  %  said: 

"They  do  not  bring  anything  good;  all  they  do  is  get 
something  out  of  the  miser. "m 

Thus  he  told  us  that  vows  do  not  come  under  the  heading 
of  means  that  bring  benefits  or  ward  off  harm;  rather 
whatever  is  decreed  will  come  to  pass  regardless.  So  vows 
are  discouraged  because  they  are  of  no  benefit. 

With  regard  to  the  hadeeth  about  the  seventy  thousand 
(who  will  enter  Paradise  without  being  brought  to  account), 
he  did  not  describe  them  as  giving  up  all  ways  of  treating 
disease;  rather  he  described  them  as  avoiding  cautery  and 
not  asking  for  ruqya.  Cautery  is  makrooh  and  was  forbidden 
elsewhere  than  in  this  hadeeth,  when  the  Prophet  said: 

"I forbid  my  ummah  to  use  cautery." 

And  the  one  who  asks  for  ruqya  has  not  done  anything 
other  than  putting  trust  in  the  one  who  does  ruqya  for  him, 
when  putting  trust  in  Allah  ®%  alone,  with  no  partner  or 
associate,  is  better  and  more  beneficial  for  him  than  that. 

The  reason  is  that  the  one  who  asks  for  ruqya  is  lacking 
in  trust  in  Allah,  because  he  is  asking  someone  else  to  offer 
supplication  and  do  ruqya  for  him.  Relying  on  Allah  alone 
and  putting  his  trust  in  Him  is  more  perfect  in  faith  and  is 
more  beneficial  for  him. 

With  regard  to  the  hadeeth  of  Umm  Habeebah,  it  indicates 
that  supplication  is  prescribed  and  is  beneficial  in  some 
matters  and  not  others,  and  this  is  indeed  the  case.  Hence 
Allah  does  not  like  us  to  overstep  the  mark  in  supplication. 

(1)    Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  al-Qadr;  Muslim,  Kitaab  an-Nadhr 
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Lifespans  that  are  already  decreed  and  determined  are 
a  matter  concerning  which  it  is  not  prescribed  to  offer 
supplication  to  change  them.  This  is  unlike  salvation  from 
the  punishment  of  the  Hereafter,  for  which  supplication  is 
prescribed  and  is  beneficial.  The  issue  of  increasing  lifespans 
by  upholding  ties  of  kinship  has  been  discussed  elsewhere, 
and  it  is  not  necessarily  the  case  that  the  effect  of  upholding 
ties  of  kinship  and  the  like  in  increasing  lifespans  will  be  the 
same  as  the  effect  of  supplication  in  increasing  them.  Hence 
Ahmad  regarded  it  as  makrooh  to  pray  for  a  long  life  and  he 
said  that  this  matter  is  already  decided. 

1 70.  The  issue  of  shaving  the  head  other  than  in 
Hajj  and  'Umrah 

(1/255-257) 

This  is  an  important  principle  and  is  something  to  which 
we  should  pay  attention,  which  is  that  many  actions  may  be 
permissible  in  Islam,  or  they  may  be  disliked  or  there  may 
be  some  controversy  as  to  whether  they  are  permitted  or 
disliked,  or  they  may  be  forbidden  or  there  may  be  a  dispute 
as  to  whether  they  are  forbidden,  but  some  people  regard 
an  action  as  mustahabb  and  do  it  on  the  basis  that  it  is  good 
and  mustahabb,  and  that  it  is  part  of  religion  and  a  way  of 
drawing  close  to  Allah,  to  such  an  extent  that  they  regard 
the  one  who  does  that  as  being  better  than  the  one  who  does 
not  do  it.  They  may  even  regard  it  as  one  of  the  requirements 
of  their  way  of  drawing  close  to  Allah,  or  they  may  regard  it 
as  a  symbol  of  the  righteous  and  the  close  friends  of  Allah, 
when  in  fact  that  is  a  mistake,  misguidance  and  introduction 
of  an  innovation  in  religion  for  which  Allah  has  not  given 
permission. 

An  example  of  that  is  shaving  the  head  other  than  in  Hajj 
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or  'Umrah,  for  no  reason.  In  His  Book,  Allah  has  mentioned 
shaving  the  head  or  cutting  the  hair  in  Hajj  and  'Umrah,  and 
He  has  mentioned  shaving  it  for  a  reason,  in  the  verse  in 
which  He  says: 

"And  whosoever  of  you  is  ill  or  has  an  ailment  in 
his  scalp  (necessitating  shaving),  he  must  pay  a 
Fidyah  (ransom)  of  either  observing  Sawm  (fasts) 
(three  days)  or  giving  Sadaqah  (charity  -  feeding  six 
poor  persons)  or  offering  sacrifice  (one  sheep)." 

[al-Baqarah  2:196] 

With  regard  to  shaving  the  head  for  reasons  other  than 
that,  there  is  a  well-known  difference  of  opinion  among  the 
scholars  as  to  whether  that  is  permissible  or  makrooh,  and 
there  are  two  views,  both  of  which  were  narrated  from 
Ahmad.  However,  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  among 
the  Muslim  scholars  and  Imams  that  it  is  not  prescribed  or 
mustahabb,  it  is  not  part  of  the  religion  of  Allah,  it  is  not  part 
of  the  asceticism  that  is  prescribed  for  the  Muslims  and  Allah 
never  praised  it  as  a  sign  of  asceticism. 

Despite  that,  some  ascetics  and  Sufis  have  taken  it  as  a 
symbol  of  religious  commitment,  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
have  made  it  part  of  the  religion  and  a  symbol  of  religious 
commitment,  asceticism,  goodness,  repentance,  devotion  to 
Allah  and  having  chosen  the  path  of  humility  and  Sufism, 
and  they  even  regard  those  who  do  not  do  that  as  lacking 
in  their  view  and  being  beyond  the  preferred  way  that  is 
praiseworthy  in  their  opinion,  whilst  they  regard  those  who 
do  it  as  following  their  path. 

This  is  misguidance  from  the  path  of  Allah  according  to 
the  consensus  of  the  Muslims,  and  taking  that  as  a  religious 
act  and  a  symbol  of  religious  commitment  is  a  means  of 
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changing  the  religion.  Rather,  it  is  more  likely  to  be  a  sign  of 
having  gone  beyond  the  boundary  of  religion.  The  scholars 
who  regard  it  as  makrooh,  even  if  the  person  does  it  on  the 
basis  of  custom  and  not  as  an  act  of  religious  devotion, 
quote  as  evidence  the  fact  that  it  is  one  of  the  symbols  of 
the  Khaarijis  who  went  beyond  the  boundary  of  Islam,  and 
who  are  criticised  in  saheeh  hadeeths  that  were  narrated  from 
the  Prophet  £  via  more  than  one  isnaad.  It  was  narrated  that 
the  Prophet  M  said:  "Their  sign  is  that  they  will  shave  their 
heads."'1) 

As  this  is  the  sign  of  those  who  passed  beyond  the 
boundary  of  Islam,  and  in  al-Musnad  and  as-Sunan  it  is 
narrated  from  the  Prophet  $i  that  he  said: 

"Whoever  imitates  a  people  is  one  ofthem,"(2) 

then  this  action  is  more  indicative  of  a  person  drifting 
away  from  the  symbol  of  religious  commitment  than  the 
opposite. 

1 71 .  Discussion  of  the  hadeeth  which  speaks  of  the 
Prophet  %  listening  to  the  singing  of  two  young  girls 

(1/286-288) 

One  of  the  very  well-known  reports  is  the  hadeeth  about 
the  two  young  girls  who  were  in  the  house  of  'Aa'ishah, 
singing  poetry  that  the  Ansaar  recited  about  the  day  of 
Bu'aath,(3)  and  Abu  Bakr  said:  Singing  of  the  Shaytaan?  But 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  at-Tawheed;  Muslim,  Kitaab  az- 
Zuhd,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Sa'eed  al-Khudri  •$> 

(2)  Narrated  by  Abu  Dawood,  as-Sunan,  Kitaab  al-Libaas,  from 
'Abdullah  ibn  'Umar.  It  is  a  well-known  saheeh  hadeeth. 

(3)  Bu'aath  is  a  place  in  Madinah  in  which  a  great  battle  had  taken 
place  (before  Islam)  in  which  nobles  and  prominent  figures  of 
(the  tribes  of)  Aws  and  Khazraj  had  been  killed,  and  none  of  their 
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the  Prophet  M  said: 

"Let  them  be,  O  Abu  Bakr,  for  every  people  has  a  festival 
and  our  festival  is  this  day."m 

We  have  seen  above  that  the  concession  allowing  singing 
on  happy  occasions  for  women  and  children  is  something 
that  is  approved  by  the  Sunnah,  just  as  other  kinds  of 
amusement  are  also  allowed  for  them.  But  that  cannot  be 
applied  to  everyone.  Hence  when  Abu  Bakr  said:  Singing  of 
the  Shaytaan  in  the  house  of  the  Messenger  of  Allah  the 
Prophet  M  did  not  object  to  him  calling  it  that.  The  Sahabah 
did  not  indulge  in  any  such  things.  Rather  the  Prophet  <% 
referred  to  a  specific  reason  when  he  said  that  every  people 
has  a  festival  and  this  is  our  festival. 

Similarly,  he  said  to  'Umar: 

"If  he  (the  Shaytaan)  saw  you  taking  a  path,  he  would  take 
a  path  other  than  your  path"{2) 

leaders  were  left  except  a  few. 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  al-'Eidayn;  Muslim,  Kitaab  Salaat 
al-Eid 

(2)  It  was  narrated  from  Muhammad  ibn  Sa'd  ibn  Abi  Waqqaas 
that  his  father  said:  'Umar  ibn  al-Khattaab  asked  for  permission 
to  enter  upon  the  Messenger  of  Allah  &  and  there  were  some 
women  of  Quraysh  with  him  who  were  asking  too  much  of  him 
and  raising  their  voices.  When  'Umar  asked  permission  to  enter, 
they  got  up  and  hastened  to  conceal  themselves.  The  Messenger 
of  Allah  ■&  gave  him  permission  to  enter  and  when  'Umar 
entered,  the  Messenger  of  Allah  %  was  smiling.  'Umar  said:  May 
Allah  make  you  happy  all  your  life,  O  Messenger  of  Allah.  The 
Messenger  of  Allah  M  said:  "I  wonder  at  these  women  who  were 
with  me.  When  they  heard  your  voice  they  hastened  to  conceal 
themselves."  'Umar  said:  You  are  more  deserving  of  being 
feared  O  Messenger  of  Allah.  Then  'Umar  said  (to  the  women): 
O  enemies  of  your  souls,  do  you  fear  me  and  you  do  not  fear  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  S?  They  said:  Yes,  for  you  are  harsher  and 
stricter  than  the  Messenger  of  Allah     The  Messenger  of  Allah 
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when  the  women  were  afraid  of  him  with  regard  to  the 
way  they  were  conducting  themselves  in  the  presence  of  the 
Prophet  M-  Thus  it  is  known  that  what  they  were  doing,  even 
though  it  was  from  the  Shaytaan,  the  concession  was  given 
to  them  so  as  to  protect  them  against  that  which  could  affect 
their  religious  commitment,  as  it  is  not  possible  to  divert 
people  completely  from  everything  of  falsehood  to  which 
they  have  a  natural  inclination. 

The  aim  of  shari'ah  is  to  achieve  that  which  is  of  benefit  to 
the  people  and  in  their  best  interests,  and  to  maximize  it,  and 
to  ward  off  and  reduce  mischief  and  evil.  So  Islam  seeks  to 
achieve  the  greater  benefit  by  forgoing  something  of  lesser 
benefit,  and  to  ward  off  a  greater  evil  by  tolerating  a  lesser 
evil.  This  is  a  guideline  that  should  be  borne  in  mind. 

The  Shaytaan  whispers  to  the  sons  of  Adam  concerning 
many  permissible  things,  such  as  going  to  the  bathroom, 
intimacy  and  other  matters.  He  flows  through  the  son  of 
Adam  like  blood,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  protect  all  of  the 
sons  of  Adam  from  all  of  the  influences  of  the  Shaytaan. 
But  the  Lawgiver  instructed  us  to  try  to  protect  ourselves 
from  that,  such  as  by  saying  Bismillaah  and  seeking  refuge 
with  Allah  when  going  to  the  bathroom,  when  engaging  in 
intimacy,  and  so  on.  But  if  a  man  does  not  do  that,  we  do  not 
say  that  he  is  sinning  by  going  to  the  bathroom,  engaging  in 
intimacy  with  his  wife,  and  so  on. 

Similarly,  there  is  a  hadeeth  about  marriage  in  which  the 
Prophet  M: 

"The  Ansaar  are  people  with  romantic  feelings.  Why  don't 
you  send  someone  with  her  (the  bride)  to  say,  'We  have 
come  to  you,  we  have  come  to  you,  may  Allah  bless  you 

said:  "By  the  One  in  Whose  hand  is  my  soul,  the  Shaytaan  never 
meets  you  on  a  road  but  he  takes  a  different  road." 
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and  us'?"™ 


We  have  stated  above  that  which  is  specific  is  not  to  be 
made  general 

1 72.  Comment  and  explanation  of  the  mistakes  of 
some  of  the  scholars  who  permitted  mut'ah  (temporary 
marriage),  singing  or  nabeedh 

(1/299-302) 

Here  there  is  a  guideline  that  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
which  is  that  Allah  M  has  protected  this  ummah  against 
unanimously  agreeing  on  misguidance,  but  He  has  not 
protected  individuals  from  making  mistakes,  whether  that 
individual  is  at  the  level  of  a  siddeeq{2)  (in  terms  of  devotion) 
or  otherwise.  But  if  he  makes  a  mistake,  Allah  will  inevitably 
bring  forth  someone  who  has  the  correct  view  concerning 
that  issue,  because  this  ummah  are  witnesses  over  mankind 
and  they  are  the  witnesses  of  Allah  on  earth.  They  are  the  best 
nation  brought  forth  for  mankind,  enjoining  what  is  good 
and  forbidding  what  is  evil.  So  this  ummah  will  inevitably 
enjoin  everything  that  is  good  and  forbid  everything  that  is 
evil.  If  there  is  someone  among  them  who  enjoins  something 
evil  on  the  basis  of  a  misinterpretation,  there  will  inevitably 
be  among  them  someone  who  enjoins  that  which  is  good. 

But  to  base  our  proof  on  the  actions  of  some  people  who 
are  highly  devoted  (siddeeqs)  with  regard  to  an  issue  that 
was  disputed  by  their  opponents,  that  is  not  right.  Rather, 
if  those  who  disagreed  with  them  were  fewer  in  number  or 
lower  in  status,  the  correct  view  would  not  be  with  either 

(1)  Narrated  by  Ahmad,  23/379,  from  the  hadeeth  of  Jaabir  ibn 
'Abdullah  Ibn  Maajah,  Kitaab  an-Nikaah,  from  the  hadeeth  of 
Ibn  'Abbaas 

(2)  It  seems  that  the  author  is  referring  to  a  particular  group  of 
devout  individuals  who  were  known  as  siddeeqeen.  [Translator] 
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party,  unless  it  is  based  on  the  Book  of  Allah  and  the  Sunnah 
of  His  Messenger.  This  is  what  has  been  enjoined  upon  the 
ummah. 

Allah  M  says: 

"O  you  who  believe!  Obey  Allah  and  obey  the 
Messenger  (Muhammad  SAW),  and  those  of  you 
(Muslims)  who  are  in  authority.  (And)  if  you  differ 
in  anything  amongst  yourselves,  refer  it  to  Allah 
and  His  Messenger  (SAW),  if  you  believe  in  Allah 
and  in  the  Last  Day.  That  is  better  and  more  suitable 
for  final  determination." 

[an-Nisa'  4:59] 

If  the  ummah  and  the  people  in  authority,  the  siddeeqs  and 
others,  disagree,  all  of  them  have  to  refer  the  disputed  matter 
to  Allah  and  His  Messenger. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  siddeeqs  who  permitted  some 
intoxicants  came  before  these  people  and  were  greater  in 
number  than  them;  the  same  is  true  of  those  who  regarded 
mut'ah,  some  kinds  of  unclean  food  and  other  things  as 
permissible,  and  those  who  regarded  fighting  in  the  event 
of  fitnah  (internal  disputes)  as  permissible,  on  the  basis  of 
misinterpretation  and  believing  that  they  were  right,  and 
other  issues;  they  came  before  these  people  and  were  greater 
in  number. 

However,  if  one  prohibits  that  which  Allah  and  His 
Messenger  prohibit,  no  one  has  the  right  to  say  that  this  is  a 
denunciation  of  So  and  so  among  the  early  generation  or  the 
Taabi'een,  because  this  denunciation  was  also  made  by  their 
peers  and  those  who  were  their  seniors  or  were  close  to  them 
(in  rank  or  age).  In  the  event  of  a  dispute,  reference  is  to  be 
made  to  Allah  and  His  Messenger. 

But  those  who  adopt  a  less-correct  view  concerning  an 
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issue  on  the  basis  that  those  who  reached  this  incorrect 
conclusion  are  not  to  be  blamed  are  wrong,  because  most 
of  what  Allah  has  forbidden,  such  as  unlawful  killing, 
adultery,  alcohol,  gambling,  stealing  and  violating  honour, 
are  things  that  some  groups  of  the  ummah  have  regarded  as 
permissible  and  allowed  themselves  to  do  on  the  basis  of 
misinterpretation,  and  among  those  who  regarded  (some  of) 
these  things  as  permissible  were  some  of  the  righteous  of 
this  ummah,  people  of  knowledge  and  faith,  (but  that  does 
not  alter  the  fact  that  these  things  are  prohibited  and  their 
conclusions  were  wrong). 

However,  the  one  who  regards  one  of  these  prohibited 
things  as  permissible  does  not  believe  that  it  is  haraam  or  that 
he  is  included  among  those  whom  Allah  and  His  Messenger 
have  condemned.  For  example,  the  one  who  participates  in 
fighting  at  the  time  of  fitnah  (internal  dispute)  on  the  basis 
of  misinterpretation  does  not  believe  that  he  is  fighting 
a  believer  unlawfully;  the  one  who  regards  mut'ah  and 
muhallilm  marriage  as  permissible  does  not  believe  that  he  is 
permitting  zina  and  immoral  conduct.  The  one  who  regards 
nabeedh  as  permissible  on  the  basis  of  misinterpretation,  or 
who  regards  some  riba  based  transactions  as  permissible 
does  not  believe  that  he  is  permitting  alcohol,  gambling  and 
riba. 

But  when  such  mistakes  are  made  on  the  part  of  Imams 
who  are  followed,  men  of  knowledge  and  faith,  that  becomes 
a  cause  of  trials  and  confusion,  because  those  who  respect 
them  may  follow  their  example  in  that,  and  they  may  not 
stop  at  the  point  where  they  stopped;  rather  they  may  go 
further  and  add  things  that  these  prominent  Imams  never 
suggested.  On  the  other  hand,  those  who  know  that  this 


(1)  Muhallil  marriage  is  one  in  which  a  man  marries  a  woman 
and  divorces  her  so  that  she  can  go  back  to  her  first  husband. 
(Translator) 
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type  of  action  is  haraam  may  transgress  against  those  who 
are  following  this  misinterpretation  by  criticising  them  for 
something  that  is  forgivable  (namely  making  this  mistake  on 
the  basis  of  misinterpretation),  then  others  may  follow  them 
in  criticising  these  people  and  go  to  extremes  in  criticism,  to 
the  extent  that  they  think  it  is  permissible  to  undermine  the 
dignity  and  honour  of  their  brothers,  which  is  something  that 
is  forbidden  by  Allah  and  His  Messenger.  This  is  something 
that  happens  a  great  deal  in  matters  concerning  which  there 
is  a  dispute  and  some  senior  scholars  made  mistakes. 

1 73.  Brilliant  words  about  singing  and  its  effect  on 
hearts  and  minds,  and  why  it  is  called  ghina' 

(1/308-309) 

It  was  narrated  from  'Abdullah  ibn  Mas'ood  that 
singing  "causes  hypocrisy  to  grow  in  the  heart  as  water 
causes  herbs  to  grow." 

In  fact  the  matter  has  got  so  bad  that  people  get  together 
to  listen  to  singing  that  talks  about  disbelief  in  the  Most 
Merciful,  mocking  the  Qur'an,  criticising  the  mosques 
and  the  prayers,  slandering  people  of  faith  and  devotion, 
showing  disrespect  towards  the  Prophets  and  Messengers, 
urging  people  to  fight  the  believers  and  help  the  disbelievers 
and  hypocrites,  taking  created  beings  as  gods  instead  of  the 
Lord  of  the  Worlds;  they  regard  that  as  one  of  the  best  signs 
of  having  attained  a  high  degree  of  closeness  to  Allah,  and 
they  raise  their  voices  in  a  weird  manner  that  is  worse  than 
grazing  animals.  These  are  the  ones  concerning  whom  Allah 
says: 

"Or  do  you  think  that  most  of  them  hear  or 
understand?  They  are  only  like  cattle;  nay,  they  are 
even  farther  astray  from  the  Path.  (i.e.  even  worst 
than  cattle)." 
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[al-Furqaan  25:44] 

"And  surely,  We  have  created  many  of  the  jinns  and 
mankind  for  Hell.  They  have  hearts  wherewith  they 
understand  not,  they  have  eyes  wherewith  they  see 
not,  and  they  have  ears  wherewith  they  hear  not  (the 
truth).  They  are  like  cattle,  nay  even  more  astray; 
those!  They  are  the  heedless  ones." 

[al-A'raaf  7:179] 

They  do  in  their  gatherings  things  that  the  Jews  and 
Christians  do  not  do;  hence  they  take  as  close  friends  some 
of  the  Jews,  Christians,  Sabi'ans.  Mushrikeen  and  Magians, 
and  they  regard  them  as  their  brothers  and  companions,  and 
fellow  travellers  on  their  path,  despite  their  hostility  towards 
the  Prophets  and  the  believers. 

So  these  innovated  gatherings  range  between  disbelief, 
evildoing  and  sin;  there  is  no  power  and  no  strength  except 
with  Allah.  This  disbelief  is  one  of  the  worst  types  of  disbelief 
and  this  evildoing  is  one  of  the  worst  types  of  evildoing. 

That  is  because  the  influence  of  sounds  on  people's  hearts 
and  minds  is  one  of  the  greatest  influences;  they  enrich 
and  nourish  them  to  the  extent  that  singing  is  called  ghina' 
because  it  enriches  (yughni)  the  soul. 

It  has  an  impact  on  hearts  and  minds  greater  than 
the  impact  of  wine;  its  impact  causes  strange  and  weird 
behaviour  which  they  think  is  akin  to  the  miracles  of  the 
awliya'  ("saints"),  when  in  fact  it  is  a  natural  matter  that  is 
wrong  and  may  push  one  further  away  from  Allah,  because 
the  devils  give  them  strength  (imdaad)  by  means  of  this 
listening,  as  Allah  says: 

"But  (as  for)  their  brothers  (the  devils)  they  (i.e. 
the  devils)  plunge  them  deeper  into  error,  and  they 
never  stop  short." 

[al-A'raaf  7:202] 
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And  Allah  said  to  the  Shaytaan: 

"And  Istafziz  (literally  means:  befool  them 
gradually)  those  whom  you  can  among  them  with 
your  voice." 

[al-Isra' 17:64] 

One  of  them  may  become  so  light  that  he  dances  above 
their  heads,  but  it  is  his  shaytaan  who  is  trying  to  mislead 
them  (by  lifting  him  up,  and  so  on). 

174.  The  first  issue  that  divided  the  ummah  was 
the  ruling  on  the  Muslim  evildoer 

(1/431) 

The  first  issue  that  divided  the  ummah  was  the  ruling  on 
the  Muslim  evildoer.  The  Khaarijis  said  that  he  is  subject  to 
the  Qur'anic  texts  that  warn  of  Hell  and  speak  of  abiding 
eternally  therein,  and  they  regarded  him  as  a  kaafir.  The 
Mu'tazilah  agreed  with  them  that  he  is  subject  to  the  texts 
that  warn  of  hell  and  that  he  will  abide  eternally  therein,  but 
they  did  not  deem  him  to  be  a  kaafir.  If  a  person  was  purely 
good,  there  would  be  no  dispute  concerning  him,  and  if  he 
was  purely  evil,  then  the  ruling  would  be  clear,  but  when  he 
is  a  mixture  of  both,  that  leads  to  confusion. 

1 75.  The  Qadaris  are  of  three  types:  Magian, 
mushrik,  and  Ibleesi 

(1/433) 

The  Qadaris  may  be  divided  into:  Magian  Qadaris,  who 
affirm  the  divine  commandments  and  prohibitions  but  deny 
the  divine  will  and  decree;  the  mushrik  Qadaris  who  are  worse 
than  them,  and  who  affirmed  the  divine  will  and  decree  but 
denied  the  divine  commands  and  prohibitions,  or  some  of 
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them;  and  the  Ibleesi  Qadaris  who  believe  in  both  but  they  see 
contradictions  in  them  that  they  believe  are  contrary  to  truth 
and  wisdom. 

176.  Three  levels  of  remembering  Allah  M 

(2/17) 

The  greatest  level  is  remembering  Allah  in  one's  heart 
and  verbally,  then  remembering  Allah  in  one's  heart,  then 
remembering  Allah  verbally. 

1 77.  Calling  upon  Allah  (du'aa')  is  of  three  types: 
obligatory,  mustahabb  and  haraam 

(2/129) 

They  did  not  differentiate  between  supplication  that 
is  enjoined,  whether  it  is  obligatory  or  mustahabb,  and 
supplication  that  is  forbidden  or  is  neither  enjoined  nor 
forbidden.  When  a  person  calls  upon  his  Lord  and  asks  of 
Him,  that  supplication  is  of  three  types:  (the  first)  is  that 
which  is  enjoined,  whether  it  is  obligatory  or  mustahabb, 
such  as  saying:  "Guide  us  to  the  Straight  Way."  [al-Faatihah 
1:6],  or  such  as  offering  supplication  at  the  end  of  the  prayer, 
like  the  supplication  that  the  Prophet  M  enjoined  upon  his 
Companions  when  he  said: 

"When  one  of  you  sits  for  the  tashahhud,  let  him  seek  refuge 
with  Allah  from  four  things:  from  the  punishment  of  Hell, 
the  punishment  of  the  grave,  the  trials  of  life  and  death  and 
the  turmoil  of  the  Dajjaal."{l) 

This  is  a  supplication  that  the  Prophet  %  enjoined  his 

(1)  Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari  from  the  hadeeth  of  'Aa'ishah  (rah); 
Muslim,  Kitaab  al-Masaajid  wa  Mawaadi'  as-Salaah,  from  the  hadeeth 
of  Abu  Hurayrah  and  Ibn  'Abbaas  <$> 


Companions  to  recite  at  the  end  of  their  prayer,  and  the 
ummah  is  unanimously  agreed  that  it  is  prescribed  and 
that  Allah  and  His  Messenger  love  it  and  approve  of  it,  but 
they  disagreed  as  to  whether  it  is  obligatory.  Tawoos  and  a 
number  of  others  regarded  it  as  obligatory  and  this  is  one 
opinion  in  the  madhhab  of  Ahmad,  but  the  majority  said  that 
it  is  mustahabb. 

The  supplication  that  the  Prophet  M  used  to  recite  or 
that  he  taught  his  Companions  to  say  can  only  be  either 
obligatory  or  mustahabb.  Everything  that  is  either  obligatory 
or  mustahabb  is  something  that  Allah  loves  and  approves  of 
and  is  part  of  the  practice  of  the  Prophet  M. 

And  some  kinds  of  supplication  are  forbidden,  such  as 
overstepping  the  mark  in  supplication,  as  when  a  man  asks 
for  that  which  is  not  appropriate  for  him  of  things  that  are 
uniquely  for  the  Prophets  and  he  is  not  a  Prophet,  or  they 
may  be  things  that  are  uniquely  for  the  Lord  M  -  such  as 
asking  for  al-waseelah  for  himself  which  is  not  befitting  for 
any  but  one  of  Allah's  slaves  (namely  the  Prophet  M),  or 
asking  Allah  to  make  him  better  than  the  close  friends  of 
Allah  or  even  better  than  Abu  Bakr  and  'Umar,  or  asking 
Allah  to  make  him  have  knowledge  of  all  things  or  to  be  able 
to  do  all  things,  or  to  remove  for  him  every  barrier  that  is 
preventing  him  from  knowing  the  unseen,  and  so  on.  Other 
examples  include  calling  upon  Allah  thinking  that  He  is  in 
need  of  His  slaves  or  that  they  could  harm  or  benefit  Him, 
and  thus  asking  Him  for  something  and  telling  Him  that  if 
He  does  not  do  it,  He  will  be  harmed  by  His  creation.  Such 
types  of  supplication  are  indicative  of  ignorance  of  Allah 
and  it  is  overstepping  the  mark  in  supplication,  even  though 
there  are  some  shaykhs  who  did  such  things. 

Another  example  is  when  a  person  says:  "O  Allah,  forgive 


me  if  You  will,"  thinking  that  Allah  may  do  something  either 
by  choice  or  reluctantly,  like  (earthly)  kings. 

The  Prophet  M  forbade  that  and  said: 

"No  one  of  you  should  say,  'O  Allah,  forgive  me  if  You 
will;  O  Allah,  have  mercy  on  me  if  You  will';  rather  he 
should  be  resolute  in  asking,  for  no  one  can  compel  Allah. 

Other  examples  include  deliberately  making  words 
rhyme  like  poetry,  in  supplication,  inhaling  and  exhaling 
loudly,  pronouncing  letters  emphatically,  and  so  on. 

Such  supplications  are  forbidden.  And  there  are  some 
supplications  which  are  permissible,  such  as  asking  for 
something  that  is  not  really  needed  in  which  there  is 
nothing  sinful. 

1 78.  The  issue  of  addressing  Allah  u  in  a  tuneful  manner 

(1/147-148) 

One  of  the  greatest  means  that  lead  to  intoxication  with 
joy  is  listening  to  inappropriate  voices  with  tunes.  This  is  for 
two  reasons:  firstly,  in  and  of  itself  it  stirs  up  great  emotion 
by  means  of  which  reason  is  overwhelmed  and,  secondly, 
it  stirs  the  soul  to  long  for  its  beloved,  regardless  of  what 
that  beloved  is.  So  by  means  of  that,  the  individual  develops 
emotions,  yearning  and  desire  in  addition  to  how  he 
imagines  the  beloved  and  envisages  him  as  a  great  character, 
which  also  suppresses  reason.  Thus  one  combines  the  joy  of 
listening  to  the  tune  with  the  joy  of  longing. 

Hence  listening  to  tunes  is  usually  accompanied 
by  drinking,  either  literal,  physical  intoxication  or 
intoxication  that  affects  the  soul  or  spirit  (psychological 
or  spiritual  intoxication).  This  is  what  is  accompanied 

(1)    Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari,  Kitaab  at-Tawheed;  Muslim,  Kitaab  adh- 
Dhikr  wa'd-Du'aa',  from  the  hadeeth  of  Abu  Hurayrah 
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by  words  with  tunes  that  mention  love  and  the  beloved, 
and  describe  the  relationship  between  them.  Listening  to 
words  with  tunes  is  like  food  and  drink  and  nourishment 
for  the  heart  (spiritual  nourishment).  Thus  you  have  a 
combination  of  nice  words  and  nice  voices,  and  that  is 
stronger  than  either  of  them  on  its  own,  such  as  listening 
to  nice  words  that  bring  joy  to  the  listener  without  tuneful 
voices,  or  listening  to  nice  voices  with  no  words,  as  in  the 
case  of  birdsong  or  the  sound  made  by  the  'oud,  stringed 
instruments,  flutes  and  human  voices  with  a  tune  but  no 
words,  and  so  on.  If  the  two  (nice  words  and  nice  voices) 
are  combined,  then  it  is  more  powerful  and  has  a  greater 
impact  on  the  heart,  like  that  of  alcohol  or  more  so. 


1 79.  How  the  word  Sunnah  was  used  by  the  early 
generation  -  what  does  it  include? 


The  word  Sunnah,  as  used  by  the  early  generation,  includes 
the  Sunnah  in  terms  of  both  acts  of  worship  and  beliefs,  although 
many  of  those  who  compiled  books  of  Sunnah  used  the  word 
to  refer  to  beliefs  only.  This  is  like  the  words  of  Ibn  Mas'ood, 
Ubayy  ibn  Ka'b  and  Abu'd-Darda'  (may  Allah  be  pleased  with 
them):  "Moderate  effort  with  sound  Sunnah  (belief)  is  better 
than  striving  hard  in  innovation" (1)  and  so  on. 


(1)  Narrated  by  at-Tabaraani,  al-Mu'jam  al-Kabeer,  10/208;  al- 
Mirwazi,  as-Sunnah,  no.  88  and  89;  al-Laalkaa'i,  Shark  al-I'tiqaad, 
no.  115,  from  Ibn  Mas'ood.  Also  narrated  by  Ibn  Battah  in  al- 
Ibaanah,  no.  259  from  Ubayy  ibn  Ka'b;  al-Laalkaa'i  in  Shark  al- 
I'tiqaad,  116;  al-Mirwazi  in  as-Sunnah  no.  100,  from  Abu'd-Darda' 


(2/311) 


Shaykh  al-lslam  Ibn  Taymiyyah  is  one  of  the 
greatest  scholars  and  reformers  in  Islamic  history, 
who  emerged  at  time  of  great  turmoil  and  confusion 
to  call  the  Muslims  to  return  to  the  path  of  the  Quran 
and  Sunnah,  the  path  of  the  Prophet  (  )  and  theearlv 
generations  of  this  uramah  (Sfl/fl/)* 

Ibn  Taymiyyah  wrote  many  books,  often  under 
the  most  difficult  of  circumstances,  that  describe  the 
path  of  the  salaf  and  discuss  the  arguments  of  Muslim 
philosophers  and  of  the  Baatini  and  Raaftdi  groups, 
pointing  out  the  flaws  therein.  His  thoughts  and 
arguments  are  still  relevant  today,  at  a  time  that  is  in 
many  ways  similar  to  his  own  era.  The  ummah  is  in 
turmoil,  faced  with  decline  and  confusion,  seeking  a 
way  out  and  beginning  to  realise,  after  trying  so  many 
isms  and  ideologies,  and  after  being  exposed  to  Raafidi 
propaganda  and  corrupt  ideas,  that  the  only  way  to 
escape  this  situation  is  to  go  back  to  the  path  of  the 
Sahf,  the  path  of  the  Prophet  («)  and  the  Sahabah. 

In  this  book,  Dr,  Muhammad  Ibn  Abd  ar-Rahman 
al-' Artfi  has  selected  material  from  the  huge  corpus  of 
Ibn  Taymiyyah's  work  and  made  it  accessible  to  the 
ordinary  reader  so  that  he  may  learn  about  the  thought 
of  this  great  scholar  of  Islam. 


